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GENESIS 18:22-33 2025  “ABRAHAM INTERCEDES FOR SODOM” 
 

8/16/25 Sat Morn Prayer – Phil Twente   For past notes/audio Bible Prayer Devotionals, go to https://www.ptwente.com/ 

 

BREATHE ON ME, BREATH OF GOD – Edward Hatch – York College Concert Choir (1:56/2:00) 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, that I may love what Thou dost love, and do what 

Thou wouldst do.  

Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure, until with Thee I will one will, to do and to 

endure.  

Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly Thine, till all this earthly part of me glows with Thy fire 

divine. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, but live with Thee the perfect life of Thine eternity.   

 

Abraham Intercedes for Sodom  - Communion with God is kept up by the word and by prayer. In the word 

God speaks to us; in prayer we speak to Him. Abraham asks an important question: Will God destroy the righteous 

with the wicked? Abraham had such love for Lot, in spite of the man’s worldlyness and unbelief.  

Note that Abraham was not pleading the grace of God, but the justice of God: how could God destroy the 

righteous with the wicked? Persistently and tenderly Abraham interceded on behalf of Sodom. 

Questions:  
• Does prayer begin with God or with man?  

• Are your prayers really just bringing your plans before God and asking Him to bless them?   

• Do you sense God enlisting your partnership with Him in prayer to accomplish what He wants to do, to 

have done?  

• Can you say that God frequently enlists you as His partner, resulting in your praying for that?  

• Are your prayers always based on a promise, or a warning, or a conviction of God's will? 

 

Gen 18:22-33  Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still 

stood before the LORD.  
• We see the two men are actually the angels who visited Sodom in (Gen. 19:1-38). The third “man” in 

the party is actually the LORD Himself. 

[23] And Abraham came near and said,  
• Abraham came near to the LORD. Effective intercession is a matter of drawing near to God so 

we can pray with His heart. 

"Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked (great question)? [24] Suppose (6x of 18 in 

Bible) there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it 

for the fifty righteous that were in it? [25] Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the 

righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall 

not the Judge of all the earth do right?"  (This is the first intercessory prayer in the Bible) 
• Would You also slay the righteous with the wicked? In discussing this question, Abraham “reminded” 

the LORD of His own nature and principles, “shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” Abraham 

thought that God, as a righteous Judge could not punish the innocent the same way as the guilty. 

• Prayer is effective because it prays knowing who God is, and how God works in a particular situation. 

Effective prayer doesn’t see itself as a passive spectator in what God does, but acts as if it must 

“remind” God in prayer. 

• We might find it remarkable Abraham even cared about the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. He might 

have just prayed “LORD, get my nephew Lot out of there first,” but he didn’t. Abraham’s heart was full 

of sorrow and compassion, even for the wicked of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

[26] So the LORD said, "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will  spare all the 

place for their sakes."  
• God said this because Abraham asked. When Abraham drew near to the LORD and prayed 

according to God’s revealed nature and will, God agreed. The LORD said that He would spare the city 

if there were 50 righteous there. 

http://www.ptwente.com/
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[27] Then Abraham answered and said, "Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it 

upon myself to speak to the Lord: [28] Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would 

You destroy all of the city for lack of five?" 
• Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous: Now the principle is established - God will not 

destroy the righteous with the wicked - now it is just a matter of numbers. How many righteous people 

will God spare the city for? 

• How humble Abraham is in his self-estimate! They who know most of God do not presume on their 

knowledge, but esteem themselves the least of saints. 

• Abraham’s intercession was effective because it was specific and in accordance with God’s 

character! He talked about specific numbers with God, not in broad, general terms. Often our prayers 

are ineffective because we really don’t ask the LORD to do anything. Instead we often just toss 

wishes up to heaven. 

So He said, "If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it." [29] And he spoke to Him yet again 

and said, "Suppose there should be forty found there?" So He said, "I will not do it for the sake 

of forty." [30] Then he said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak:  
• Abraham continued his intercession with a “bold humility.” He was not proud or arrogant before the 

LORD, but he still continued to ask. 

• Abraham’s humility was demonstrated in that nowhere in his prayer did he ask “Why?” or did he 

demand that God explain Himself and His actions. 

Suppose thirty should be found there?" So He said, "I will not do it if I find thirty there." [31] 

And he said, "Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty 

should be found there?" So He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty." [32] Then he 

said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found 

there?"  
• Suppose ten should be found there? Abraham was a skilled negotiator and he prevailed upon God to 

lower the number of righteous required to spare the city. First by units of five, then by units of ten, until 

the number settled at ten. 

• It is impossible to miss the persistence of Abraham in intercession. Why didn’t he give it up at 40 or 

50 and say “it’s in the LORD’s hands” or “the LORD will do what He will do”? Because an intercessor 

must feel, at the moment of prayer, that the eternal destiny of men depends on his prayer! 

• This is the kind of heart God wanted to draw out of Abraham - a heart that cared so much for people 

made in the image of God that he worked hard to intercede on behalf of a city that deserved 

judgment! This was the heart a great leader of a great and mighty nation needed to have. 

• There is a sense in which all this negotiation was fruitless. There were not ten righteous people in the 

city, only four. The cities were destroyed. Yet God specifically revealed the fate of these cities to 

Abraham to draw out of him an intercessor’s heart of love, so even before the time of Jesus 

Abraham could be conformed into the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29) who is Himself an intercessor 

(Heb. 7:25).  
• Abraham ventures to repeat his intervention six times, every time diminishing the number of the 

righteous whom he supposes to be in it. 

And He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of ten." [33] So the LORD went His way (end of 

discussion) as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his 

place.  

• We wonder if Abraham should not have  continued the negotiations because there were only four 

righteous in the city. Would God have spared the city for four if Abraham had asked? Perhaps 

Abraham felt Lot would have brought six people beyond his own family to God in his time in Sodom. 

SUMMARY: 

• This is the first example of an intercessory prayer recorded in the Bible and almost certainly is 

included in such detail in order to serve as our prototype for all such prayers.  

• First, God does not want to bring judgment on any city or person. He does respond to the prayer of 

those who intercede, if there is any basis at all of His holiness and justice to enable Him to do so. 

• Second,  the remarkable influence which even a tiny minority may have for good is noteworthy. Let 

no one think his ministry is useless, regardless how small it is! 
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• Third, Abraham’s prayer was highly reverent, never presumptuous at all, yet persistent and 

definite.  

• What can I learn about my intercessory praying from this? 

Members of the  California Assembly 2025-26 Session - (80) -- 60 Democrats (75%); 19 Republicans (24%) -- 

District and County Order; (Note: Any county entirely within or comprising the district is shown in capital letters.) 

District Member Party County or Counties; For  member photos go to:  https://www.assembly.ca.gov/assemblymembers 

 

1 Heather Hadwick  R ALPINE, Amador, El Dorado, LASSEN, MODOC, NEVADA, Placer, PLUMAS, 

SHASTA, SIERRA, and SISKIYOU 

2 Chris Rogers   D DEL NORTE, HUMBOLDT, MENDOCINO, Sonoma, and TRINITY 

3 James Gallagher   R BUTTE, GLENN, Placer, SUTTER, TEHAMA, and YUBA 

4 Cecilia M. Aguiar-Curry   D COLUSA, LAKE, NAPA, Sonoma, and YOLO 

5 Joe Patterson   R El Dorado and Placer 

6 Maggy Krell   D Sacramento 

 

7 Josh Hoover   R Sacramento 

8 David J. Tangipa   R  Calaveras, Fresno, INYO, Madera, MARIPOSA, MONO, and TUOLUMNE 

9 Heath Flora   R  Amador, Calaveras, Sacramento, San Joaquin, and Stanislaus 

10 Stephanie Nguyen   D Sacramento 

11 Lori D. Wilson   D Contra Costa, Sacramento, and SOLANO 

12 Damon Connolly   D MARIN, San Francisco, and Sonoma  (one of 6 co-authors – AB495) 

 

13 Rhodesia Ransom   D San Joaquin 

14 Buffy Wicks  D Alameda and Contra Costa 

15 Anamarie Ávila Farías   D Contra Costa 

16 Rebecca Bauer-Kahan   D Alameda and Contra Costa 

17 Matt Haney   D San Francisco 

18 Mia Bonta   D Alameda and San Francisco 

 

19 Catherine Stefani   D San Francisco and San Mateo  (one of 6 co-authors – AB495) 

20 Liz Ortega   D Alameda 

21 Diane Papan   D San Mateo 

22 Juan Alanis   R Merced and Stanislaus 

23 Marc Berman   D San Mateo and Santa Clara 

24 Alex Lee   D Alameda and Santa Clara  (one of 6 co-authors – AB495) 

 

25 Ash Kalra  D Santa Clara  (one of 6 co-authors – AB495) 

26 Patrick J. Ahrens   D Santa Clara 

27 Esmeralda Z. Soria   D Fresno, Madera, and Merced 

28 Gail Pellerin   D Santa Clara and Santa Cruz 

29 Robert Rivas   D Monterey, SAN BENITO, Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz 

30 Dawn Addis   D Monterey, San Luis Obispo, and Santa Cruz 

 

31 Joaquin Arambula   D Fresno 

32 Stan Ellis   R Kern and Tulare 

33 Alexandra M. Macedo   R Fresno, KINGS, and Tulare 

34 Tom Lackey   R Kern, Los Angeles, and San Bernardino 

35 Jasmeet Kaur Bains, M.D. D Kern 

36 Jeff Gonzalez   R   IMPERIAL, Riverside, and San Bernardino 

 

37 Gregg Hart   D San Luis Obispo and SANTA BARBARA 

38 Steve Bennett   D Ventura 

39 Juan Carrillo   D Los Angeles and San Bernardino 

40 Pilar Schiavo  D Los Angeles 



4 

 

41 John Harabedian  D Los Angeles and San Bernardino (one of 6 co-authors – AB495) 

42 Jacqui Irwin   D Los Angeles and Ventura 

 

43 Celeste Rodriguez   D Los Angeles (Introduced – Author - AB495) 

44 Nick Schultz   D Los Angeles 

45 James C. Ramos   D San Bernardino 

46 Jesse Gabriel   D Los Angeles and Ventura 

47 Greg Wallis   R Riverside and San Bernardino 

48 Blanca E. Rubio   D Los Angeles 

 

49 Mike Fong  D Los Angeles 

50 Robert Garcia   D San Bernardino 

51 Rick Chavez Zbur   D Los Angeles  (one of 6 co-authors – AB495) 

52 Jessica M. Caloza   D Los Angeles 

53 Michelle Rodriguez   D Los Angeles and San Bernardino 

54 Mark González   D Los Angeles 

 

55 Isaac G. Bryan   D Los Angeles 

56 Lisa Calderon   D Los Angeles 

57 Sade Elhawary   D Los Angeles 

58 Leticia Castillo   R Riverside and San Bernardino 

59 Phillip Chen   R Orange and San Bernardino 

60 Corey A. Jackson   D Riverside 

 

61 Tina S. McKinnor   D Los Angeles 

62 José Luis Solache, Jr. D Los Angeles 

63 Bill Essayli   R Riverside 

64 Blanca Pacheco   D Los Angeles and Orange 

65 Mike A. Gipson   D Los Angeles 

66 Al Muratsuchi   D Los Angeles 

 

67 Sharon Quirk-Silva   D Los Angeles and Orange 

68 Avelino Valencia   D Orange 

69 Josh Lowenthal   D Los Angeles 

70 Tri Ta   R Orange 

71 Kate Sanchez   R Orange and Riverside 

72 Diane B. Dixon   R Orange 

 

73 Cottie Petrie-Norris   D Orange 

74 Laurie Davies   R Orange and San Diego 

75 Carl DeMaio   R San Diego 

76 Dr. Darshana R. Pate  D San Diego 

77 Tasha Boerner   D San Diego 

78 Christopher M. Ward   D San Diego 

79 Dr. LaShae Sharp-Collins   D San Diego 

80 David A. Alvarez   D San Diego 

 

 

PASS ME NOT O GENTLE SAVIOR – Frances J. Crosby – sung by Bill Gather Singers; Romance Watson (3:59) 

Pass me not, O gentle Savior, Hear my humble cry,  While on others Thou art calling, Do not pass me by. 

      Refrain: Savior, Savior,  Hear my humble cry; While on others Thou art calling,  Do not pass me by. (2x) 

Thou the Spring of all my comfort, More than life to me, Whom have I on earth beside Thee?  Whom in heav'n 

but Thee? [Refrain] 


