GENESIS 18:22-33 2025 “ABRAHAM INTERCEDES FOR SODOM”

8/16/25 Sat Morn Prayer — Phil Twente For past notes/audio Bible Prayer Devotionals, go to https://www.ptwente.com/

BREATHE ON ME, BREATH OF GOD — Edward Hatch — York College Concert Choir (1:56/2:00)

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, that I may love what Thou dost love, and do what
Thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure, until with Thee I will one will, to do and to
endure.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly Thine, till all this earthly part of me glows with Thy fire
divine.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, but live with Thee the perfect life of Thine eternity.

Abraham Intercedes for Sodom - Communion with God is kept up by the word and by prayer. In the word
God speaks to us; in prayer we speak to Him. Abraham asks an important question: Will God destroy the righteous
with the wicked? Abraham had such love for Lot, in spite of the man’s worldlyness and unbelief.
Note that Abraham was not pleading the grace of God, but the justice of God: how could God destroy the
righteous with the wicked? Persistently and tenderly Abraham interceded on behalf of Sodom.
Questions:

*  Does prayer begin with God or with man?

* Are your prayers really just bringing your plans before God and asking Him to bless them?

* Do you sense God enlisting your partnership with Him in prayer to accomplish what He wants to do, to

have done?
* Can you say that God frequently enlists you as His partner, resulting in your praying for that?
*  Are your prayers always based on a promise, or a warning, or a conviction of God's will?

Gen 18:22-33 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still
stood before the LORD.

*  We see the two men are actually the angels who visited Sodom in (Gen. 19:1-38). The third “man” in
the party is actually the LORD Himself.

[23] And Abraham came near and said,

* Abraham came near to the LORD. Effective intercession is a matter of drawing near to God so
we can pray with His heart.

"Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked (great question)? [24] Suppose (6x of 18 in
Bible) there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it
for the fifty righteous that were in it? [25] Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the
righteous with the wicked, so_that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall
not the Judge of all the earth do right?" (This is the first intercessory prayer in the Bible)

o Would You also slay the righteous with the wicked? In discussing this question, Abraham “reminded”
the LORD of His own nature and principles, “shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” Abraham
thought that God, as a righteous Judge could not punish the innocent the same way as the guilty.

e Prayer is effective because it prays knowing who God is, and how God works in a particular situation.
Effective prayer doesn’t see itself as a passive spectator in what God does, but acts as if it must
“remind” God in prayer.

e  We might find it remarkable Abraham even cared about the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. He might
have just prayed “LORD, get my nephew Lot out of there first,” but he didn’t. Abraham’s heart was full
of sorrow and compassion, even for the wicked of Sodom and Gomorrah.

[26] So the LORD said, "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the
place for their sakes."

e God said this because Abraham asked. When Abraham drew near to the LORD and prayed
according to God’s revealed nature and will, God agreed. The LORD said that He would spare the city
if there were 50 righteous there.



http://www.ptwente.com/

[27] Then Abraham answered and said, ""Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it
upon myself to speak to the Lord: [28] Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would
You destroy all of the city for lack of five?"

o Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous: Now the principle is established - God will not
destroy the righteous with the wicked - now it is just a matter of numbers. How many righteous people
will God spare the city for?

e How humble Abraham is in his self-estimate! They who know most of God do not presume on their
knowledge, but esteem themselves the least of saints.

e Abraham’s intercession was effective because it was specific and in accordance with God’s
character! He talked about specific numbers with God, not in broad, general terms. Often our prayers
are ineffective because we really don’t ask the LORD to do anything. Instead we often just toss
wishes up to heaven.

So He said, "If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it."" [29] And he spoke to Him yet again
and said, "Suppose there should be forty found there?' So He said, "I will not do it for the sake
of forty." [30] Then he said, ""Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak:

e Abraham continued his intercession with a “bold humility.” He was not proud or arrogant before the
LORD, but he still continued to ask.

e Abraham’s humility was demonstrated in that nowhere in his prayer did he ask “Why?” or did he
demand that God explain Himself and His actions.

Suppose thirty should be found there?" So He said, "I will not do it if I find thirty there.” [31]
And he said, ""Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty
should be found there?" So He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty." [32] Then he
said, ""Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found
thﬂ?"

¢ Suppose ten should be found there? Abraham was a skilled negotiator and he prevailed upon God to
lower the number of righteous required to spare the city. First by units of five, then by units of ten, until
the number settled at ten.

e Itis impossible to miss the persistence of Abraham in intercession. Why didn’t he give it up at 40 or
50 and say “it’s in the LORD’s hands” or “the LORD will do what He will do”? Because an intercessor
must feel, at the moment of prayer, that the eternal destiny of men depends on_his prayer!

e This is the kind of heart God wanted to draw out of Abraham - a heart that cared so much for people
made in the image of God that he worked hard to intercede on behalf of a city that deserved
judgment! This was the heart a great leader of a great and mighty nation needed to have.

o There is a sense in which all this negotiation was fruitless. There were not ten righteous people in the
city, only four. The cities were destroyed. Yet God specifically revealed the fate of these cities to
Abraham to draw out of him an intercessor’s heart of love, so even before the time of Jesus
Abraham could be conformed into the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29) who is Himself an intercessor
(Heb. 7:25).

e Abraham ventures to repeat his intervention six times, every time diminishing the number of the
righteous whom he supposes to be in it.

And He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of ten." [33] So the LORD went His way (end of
discussion) as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his
place.

e We wonder if Abraham should not have continued the negotiations because there were only four
righteous in the city. Would God have spared the city for four if Abraham had asked? Perhaps
Abraham felt Lot would have brought six people beyond his own family to God in his time in Sodom.

SUMMARY:

o This is the first example of an intercessory prayer recorded in the Bible and almost certainly is
included in such detail in order to serve as our prototype for all such prayers.

e First, God does not want to bring judgment on any city or person. He does respond to the prayer of
those who intercede, if there is any basis at all of His holiness and justice to enable Him to do so.

e Second, the remarkable influence which even a tiny minority may have for good is noteworthy. Let
no one think his ministry is useless, regardless how small it is!




e Third, Abraham’s prayer was highly reverent, never presumptuous at all, yet persistent and
definite.
e  What can I learn about my intercessory praying from this?
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PASS ME NOT O GENTLE SAVIOR — Frances J. Crosby — sung by Bill Gather Singers; Romance Watson (3:59)
Pass me not, O gentle Savior, Hear my humble cry, While on others Thou art calling, Do not pass me by.
Refrain: Savior, Savior, Hear my humble cry; While on others Thou art calling, Do not pass me by. (2x)

Thou the Spring of all my comfort, More than life to me, Whom have I on earth beside Thee? Whom in heav'n
but Thee? [Refrain]




