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1 KINGS 13:1-10  – THE MESSAGE OF THE MAN OF GOD TO JEROBOAM! 

   
9/22/18 Sat Morn Prayer – P. Twente, 714 425-9221; ptwente@gmail.com 

 

GRACE GREATER THAN OUR SIN! -  Hymn # 181  

– Julia Johnson – sung Bob Kauflin 

1. Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, grace that exceeds our sin and 

our guilt! Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, there where the blood 

of the Lamb was spilt.  

Refrain: Grace, grace, God's grace, grace that will pardon and cleanse 

within; grace, grace, God's grace, grace that is greater than all our 

sin!  

2. Dark is the stain that we cannot hide. What can avail to wash it 

away? Look! There is flowing a crimson tide, brighter than snow you 

may be today. (Refrain)  

3. Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, freely bestowed on all who 

believe! All who are longing to see his face, will you this moment his 

grace receive? (Refrain) 

 

1 Kings 12-16 – “The Beginning of the End Israel – The Glory Begins to 

Fade 

These chapters record “the beginning of the end.” With the death of 

Solomon, the nation’s glory begins to fade. First Kings covers about 

125 years of history, 40 years of Solomon’s reign, and about 85 years 

for the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah. Only five kings (Solomon, 

Rehoboam, Abijam, Asa, Jehoshaphat) reigned in Judah during that 

period, while eight kings (Jeroboam, Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah) reigned in Israel, and all of 

them were wicked. Second Kings then takes up the account of the Assyrian captivity of Israel (the northern tribes) and 

the Babylonian captivity of Judah (the southern tribes). 

 

A Man of God Confronts Jeroboam 

1Ki 13:1  And behold, a man of God (15x this chapter) went from Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, and 

Jeroboam (wrongly acting as a priest) stood by the altar to burn incense.  

• A man of God (unnamed) went from Judah to Bethel:  Demonstrating that one does not need to be famous to 

be significantly used by God. 

1Ki 13:2  Then he cried out against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, "O altar, altar! Thus says the LORD: 

'Behold, a child, Josiah by name, shall be born to the house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the 

high places who burn incense on you, and men's bones shall be burned on you.' "  

• Behold, a child, Josiah by name,… shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on you: 

This is a remarkable prophecy that would be precisely fulfilled 340 years later. 2Ki_23:15. 

• men's bones shall be burned on you….defiling the altar! 

1Ki 13:3  And he gave a sign the same day, saying, "This is the sign which the LORD has spoken: Surely the altar shall 

split apart, and the ashes on it shall be poured out."  

• Here God also gives Jeroboam an immediate sign! 

1Ki 13:4  So it came to pass when King Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, who cried out against the altar in 

Bethel, that he stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, "Arrest him!" Then his hand, which he stretched out 

toward him, withered, so that he could not pull it back to himself.  

1Ki 13:5  The altar also was split apart, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of 

God had given by the word of the LORD.  

• Arrest him! Jeroboam’s reaction was immediate, trying to silence the messenger rather than responding to the 

message from God, inviting Jeroboam to repent! 

• His hand, which he stretched out….withered…he could not pull it back: God confirmed His word of 

judgment in two ways -- judging the disobedient king at the point of his most glaring sin!  Secondly, He 

fulfilled the immediate word against the altar (the altar also was split apart). 
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1Ki 13:6  Then the king answered and said to the man of God, "Please entreat the favor of the LORD your God, and pray 

for me, that my hand may be restored to me." So the man of God entreated the LORD, and the king's hand was 

restored to him, and became as before.  

• Please entreat the favor of the LORD your God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored: Here under 

the judgment of God, Jeroboam had no use for golden calves or their altars. He knew that his only hope was in 

the LORD. 

• As later chapters will show, Jeroboam didn’t really repent here; or if he did, it was only for a moment. Wanting 

to receive something from God is not the same as repentance. 

• …man of God entreated the LORD, and the king’s hand was restored to him: The man of God showed great 

grace to Jeroboam. He quickly moved from being under arrest to being an intercessor for his persecutor. What 

great mercy is shown from the man of God, and especially from God in answering his prayer. 

1Ki 13:7  Then the king said to the man of God, "Come home with me and refresh yourself, and I will give you a 

reward."  

1Ki 13:8  But the man of God said to the king, "If you were to give me half your house, I would not go in with you; nor 

would I eat bread nor drink water in this place.  

• I will give you a reward: Jeroboam quickly embraced the man of God as a friend. He wanted to refresh and 

reward him, without any repentance from his sin! 

1Ki 13:9  For so it was commanded me by the word of the LORD, saying, 'You shall not eat bread, nor drink water, nor 

return by the same way you came.' "  

1Ki 13:10  So he went another way and did not return by the way he came to Bethel.  

• If you were to give me half your house, I would not go in with you; nor would I eat bread nor drink water 

in this place: The man of God refused the invitation, not even to drink water while in the idolatrous territory of 

Israel, which would demonstrate fellowship with his idolatry. 

• We will see later an “old prophet” will offer the same thing to this man of God, distracting him by a lying 

prophesy.  The man of God responds to this distraction, which will cost him his life, as the LORD had 

promised. 

• This is an important application for us!  When instructed by God’s Word to obey, we must not be distracted 

to disobedience by anything else! 

• Note the reminder in Gal 1:8  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than 

what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.  

 

SUMMARY: 

• An unnamed man of God… that one does not need to be famous to be significantly used by God. 

• Jeroboam’s was judged  His hand, which he stretched out….withered…he could not pull it back. 

• We see God’s great grace! Following the man of God’s prayer of restoration. Jeroboam was healed! 

• The man of God was initially faithful to God’s command not to eat or drink, while in Israel! 

• Later distracted by a lying prophecy from the old prophet, he disobeyed, costing His life. 

• How we need to heed God’s word through enablement by the Holy Spirt, not being distracted! 

 

THE LOVE OF GOD – Hymn #122 -  Frederick Lehman – Phelps, Penrod & Gardner 

 

The love of God is greater far Than tongue or pen can ever tell; It goes beyond the highest star, And reaches to the 

lowest hell; The guilty pair, bowed down with care, God gave His Son to win; His erring child He reconciled, And 

pardoned from his sin. 

 

Refrain: Oh, love of God, how rich and pure! How measureless and strong! It shall forevermore endure— The saints’ 

and angels’ song. 

 

Could we with ink the ocean fill,  And were the skies of parchment made, Were every stalk on earth a quill, And every 

man a scribe by trade; To write the love of God above Would drain the ocean dry; Nor could the scroll contain the 

whole, Though stretched from sky to sky. (Refrain) 

 

 

Pray Today For: Our Church, Nationally/locally; Our Nation: Our leaders; Police officers/military. Supreme Court.  
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Please Note:  You may see/download past notes/audio of the Bible Prayer Devotionals by going to: www.ptwente.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

http://www.ptwente.com/

