1 SAMUEL 14 — JONATHAN DEFEATS THE PHILISTINES; SAUL’S RASH OATH!
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HUMBLE THYSELF IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD - Maranatha Music

Humble Thyself In the Sight of the Lord; Humble Thyself In the Sight of the Lord; And He shall Lift You Up, Higher
and Higher And He shall Lift You Up (3x)

Up into Heaven Up into Heaven And He shall Lift You Up; And He shall Lift You Up; And He shall Lift You Up; And
He shall Lift You Up, Higher and Higher; And He shall Lift You Up, (8x)

Chapter 14— Jonathan’s Faithfulness and Saul’s Prideful Rashness

In Chapter 12, the people wanted a king like all the other nations. God gave them Saul. In chapter 13, after reigning two
years, Saul committed a serious sin by making an unlawful sacrifice. Samuel rebuked him for it, saying that God will not let
his reign continue, that the Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be
commander over His people. Now we have a huge battle forming between the attacking Philistines and Israel. Saul had
surrounded himself with 3000 chosen men, but because of fear of the Philistines, having 30,000 chariots and six thousand and
innumerable soldiers, the number shrunk to 600, who had no iron weapons. Note Jonathan’s faithfulness and prideful Saul!

JONATHAN’S FAITHFULNESS — “by many or by few”!!
1Sa 14:6-45 Then Jonathan said to the young man who bore his armor, ""Come, let us go over to the
garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that the LORD will work for us. For nothing restrains the

LORD from saving by many or by few."" [7] So his armorbearer said to him, "'Do all that is in your heart. Go
then; here I am with you, according to your heart.” [8] Then Jonathan said, **Very well, let us cross over to these
men, and we will show ourselves to them. [9] If they say thus to us, "Wait until we come to you," then we will stand
still in our place and not go up to them. [10] But.if they say thus, 'Come up to us,' then we will go up. For the LORD
has delivered them into our hand, and this will be a sign to us.™ [11] So both of them showed themselves to the
garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said, ""Look, the Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they
have hidden." [12] Then the men of the garrison called to Jonathan
and his armorbearer, and said, **Come up to us, and we will show
you something.™ Jonathan said to his armorbearer, **Come up after
me, for the LORD has delivered them into the hand of Israel.” [13]
And Jonathan climbed up on his hands and knees with his
armorbearer after him; and they fell before Jonathan. And as he
came after him, his armorbearer killed them. [14] That first
slaughter which Jonathan and his armorbearer made was about
twenty men within about half an acre of land. [15] And there was
trembling (terror) in the camp, in the field, and among all the
people. The garrison and the raiders also trembled; and the earth
quaked, so that it was a very great trembling. [16] Now the
watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and there was the
multitude, melting away; and they went here and there. [17] Then Saul said to the people who were with him, ""Now
call the roll and see who has gone from us.” And when they had called the roll, surprisingly, Jonathan and his
armorbearer were not there. [18] And Saul said to Ahijah, *'Bring the ark of God here’’ (for at that time the ark of
God was with the children of Israel). [19] Now it happened, while Saul talked to the priest, that the noise which was
in the camp of the Philistines continued to increase; so Saul said to the priest, ""Withdraw your hand.” Saul believes
the Philistines are being defeated, so there is no further need to wait on God! [20] Then Saul and all the people who
were with him assembled, and they went to the battle; and indeed every man's sword was against his neighbor, and
there was very great confusion. [21] Moreover the Hebrews who were with the Philistines before that time, who went
up with them into the camp from the surrounding country, they also joined the Israelites who were with Saul and
Jonathan. [22] Likewise all the men of Israel who had hidden in the mountains of Ephraim, when they heard that
the Philistines fled, they also followed hard after them in the battle. Josephus states that the ranks swelled to 10,000!
[23] So the LORD saved Israel that day, and the battle shifted to Beth Aven.

SAUL’S RASH VOW - [24] And the men of Israel were distressed that day, for Saul had placed the people under
oath, saying, ""Cursed is the man who eats any food until evening, before | have taken vengeance on my enemies."'
So none of the people tasted food. [25] Now all the people of the land came to a forest; and there was honey on the




ground. [26] And when the people had come into the woods, there was the honey, dripping; but no one put his hand
to his mouth, for the people feared the oath. [27] But Jonathan had not heard his father charge the people with the
oath; therefore, he stretched out the end of the rod that was in his hand and dipped it in a honeycomb, and put his

hand to hIS mouth and his countenance brightened. [28] Then one of the people said, ""Your father strictly charged
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from Michmash to Aijalon. So the people were very faint. Fighting and driving the enemy back about 10-15 miles!
[32] And the people rushed on the spoil, and took sheep, oxen, and calves, and slaughtered them on the ground; and
the people ate them with the blood. [33] Then they told Saul, saying, "'Look, the people are sinning against the
LORD by eating with the blood!"* So he said, ""You have dealt treacherously; roll a large stone to me this day."" [34]
Then Saul said, "'Disperse yourselves among the people, and say to them, *'Bring me here every man’s ox and every
man's sheep, slaughter them here, and eat; and do not sin against the LORD by eating with the blood." ** So every
one of the people brought his ox with him that night, and slaughtered it there. [35] Then Saul built an altar to the
LORD. This was the first altar that he built to the LORD. [36] Now Saul said, "*Let us go down after the Philistines
by night, and plunder them until the morning light; and let us not leave a man of them." And they said, *'Do
whatever seems good to you.™ Then the priest said, *'Let us draw near to God here.” [37] So Saul asked counsel
of God, "'Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will You deliver them into the hand of Israel?"" But
He did not answer him that day. Saul was convinced that the reason for the LORD not answering was that some
violated his command rash oath. He was so sure of being right he pronounced another oath, “For as the LORD lives,
who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die. Saul was good at making religious oaths and
promises, but he did not have a heart after God. He was not good at keeping the oaths he had made! [38] And Saul
said, ""Come over here, all you chiefs of the people, and know and see what this sin was today. [39] For as the LORD
lives, who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.” But not a man among all the people
answered him. Saul did not consider his own rash oath as the sin but looked to put the blame on the people. [40] Then
he said to all Israel, *"*You be on one side, and my son Jonathan and I will be on the other side.” And the people said
to Saul, *'Do what seems good to you." [41] Therefore Saul said to the LORD God of Israel, "*Give a perfect lot."” So
Saul and Jonathan were taken, but the people escaped. [42] And Saul said, "'Cast lots between my son Jonathan and
me.” So Jonathan was taken. [43] Then Saul said to Jonathan, **Tell me what you have done."* And Jonathan told
him, and said, "'l only tasted a little honey with the end of the rod that was in my hand. So now | must die!** [44]
Saul answered, ""God do so and more also; for you shall surely die, Jonathan.'" What a rash and foolish statement,
using his son’s own name and speaking directly, “you shall surely die, Jonathan™! [45] But_the people said to Saul,
"*Shall Jonathan die, who has accomplished this great deliverance in Israel? Certainly not! As the LORD lives, not
one hair of his head shall fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day."" So the people rescued Jonathan,
and he did not die. The people step up and say, Jonathan has accomplished this great Israeli victory! God forbid that
he should die! And Jonathan did not die!

SUMMARY:

Note Jonathan’s faith! “Nothing restrains the LORD from saving by many or by few!”

God gives a great victory to Israel, following Jonathan’s stand!

Saul acts foolishly in making a rash oath that anyone eating before evening shall die!

Saul says he will kill his own son, Jonathan, because he innocently ate some honey!
Jonathan is saved by the people, who said, God forbid that victorious Jonathan should die!
Great contrast between the prideful Saul and the humble, faithful, God-trusting Jonathan.
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