Acts 9:3-6 — Who Are You, Lord?....Lord, What Do You Want Me To Do?
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"Amazing Grace' — Newton — Joslin Grove

1 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!

| once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now | see.

2 "Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed.

3 When we've been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,
We 've no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun

Act 9:3-6 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. [4] Then
he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"" [5] And he said,
"Who are You, Lord?"" Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against
the goads.”[6] So he, trembling and astonished, said, *'Lord, what do You want me to do?"* Then the Lord said to
him, ""Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."

Context/Biblical Background — Saul Is On the Road to Damascus — Acts 9:1-3

We were introduced to Saul in Acts chapter seven, as he was watching the clothes of those who were stoning
Stephen. Again in chapter eight we find that he was voting for his death. He then began a personal crusade to wipe
out Christianity.) [1] Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest Saul still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest Now he
was wreaking havoc of the church in Jerusalem. He was one of the leaders and instigators of the persecution of the
church in Jerusalem that caused the believers to escape from Jerusalem and spread throughout all of Judea wherever
they went everywhere preaching the Word. Unwittingly, Paul was helping spread the gospel as he caused the
Christians to flee. But he is still not satisfied. He wants now letters of authority from the high priest to go to
Damascus. And there if he can find any people who are of this Way, following Jesus, that he might put them in
prison. [2] and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way,
whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. (He might bring them back in chains.) [3] Act
9:3 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven.

The Lord Meets Paul on the Damascus Road - Saul’s Two Questions:

Act 9:4-6_Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, *'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting

Me?"

o Notice how Jesus here so identifies Himself with His church, when He said, why are you persecuting Me?

o Paul was persecuting the church, but Jesus so identified with His church that any persecution of the church is
persecution of Jesus.

o Why are you persecuting Me? We shouldn’t only emphasize the “Me” in why are you persecuting Me; we
should also notice the “why” and see that Jesus is asking “why are you persecuting Me?” That is, “Saul, why
are you doing such a futile thing?”

[5] And he said, ""Who are You, Lord?"" Then the Lord said, 'l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for
you to kick against the goads.™

e  Who are You, Lord? We must ask that question with a humble heart, and ask it to God. Jesus shows us exactly
who God is, and He can answer this question. Paul spent the rest of his life wanting to know more completely
the answer to this question (Php_3:10).

o I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It’s hard for you to kick against the goads. | do believe that when
Stephen preached that magnificent sermon before the counsel of which Paul was a part, though Paul tried to
close his ears to the truth, that Stephen was declaring, that it was touching him, though he did not want it to do
so. It raised questions in his mind. He was thoroughly schooled in the Hebrew scriptures. He recognized the
things that Stephen was saying. Paul recognized them to be true from his knowledge of the scriptures, but he
was fighting against it.

e ltis interesting how that many times those people who seem to be the hardest people to reach, are the people
who are actually the closest to receiving. The reason why they are so hard to reach is they are fighting a fierce
inner battle. And so they react strongly against the truth because it’s penetrating and they don’t want it to.

o | believe that when Paul saw Stephen die and was participating in the stoning process in that he was watching




the clothes of those who had stripped to throw the stones. That as he heard Stephen say, Lord, don’t lay this sin
to their charge. That that had an effect upon him. To hear Stephen, to see Stephen’s death, I believe that God
had begun a work by the Holy Spirit that Paul was fighting against.

e This has been sadly true through history. Men who were convinced they were doing God a favor have done
much of the worst persecution and torture ever practiced.

[6] So he, trembling and astonished, said, ""Lord, what do You want me to do?'* Then the Lord said to him, "Arise
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."

e V. 5a What do You want me to do? Few dare to really ask God this question, but when we ask it, we must ask it
with submission and determined obedience.

e  Saul’s question was personal. He asked the question with a “me”: “Lord, what do You want me to do? ” We
often are quite interested in what God wants others to do. But the surrendered heart asks, “Lord, what do You
want me to do?”

e In Acts chapter 10 as we read of Peter being called to go to the Gentiles with the gospel, the house of Cornelius
in Caesarea, as the Lord is preparing Peter, breaking down some of the prejudice that the Jew had against the
Gentile. As the Lord had let down the sheet from heaven in the vision that Peter had, and the command of the
Lord was, “Rise, Peter, kill and eat.” He said not so, Lord. That is an inconsistent statement. You can’t really
say, not so, Lord, can you? You can say not so, friend. Not so, to your spouse. But you can’t say, not so, Lord.
Paul has the correct response. What do You want me to do, Lord?

e Ifyou call Jesus, Lord, that is correct. It isn’t denying or refusing to do, but Lord, what would You have me to
do?

SUMMARY:

7

< What a wonderful conversion? One of the best conversion accounts in the Bible!

7

«» Notice the two great questions — Who are You, Lord? What do You want me to do?

7

«» Consider well, your answers to both questions.

7

«»+ Lord, what do you want me to do today? And all the tomorrows!

R/

<+ May we obediently emphasize the “me” in that question — What do You want ME to do?

PRAY TODAY FOR: (Name persons, name things, take direct aim at the objective of your supplications)
e Our Church, Nationally and locally; Our Nation: Our leaders; for kings and those in authority

“Revelation Song''- Phillips, Craig & Dean
Worthy is the, Lamb who was slain, Holy, Holy, is He.
Sing a new song, to Him who sits on Heaven's Mercy Seat [Repeat 2x]
[Chorus:]
Holy, Holy, Holy Is the Lord God Almighty, Who was, and is, and is to come
With all creation I sing: Praise to the King of Kings! You are my everything, And I will adore You...! Yeah!

Clothed in rainbows, of living color, Flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder
Blessing and honor, strength and Glory and power be To You the Only Wise King, Yeah
[Repeat Chorus:]

Filled with wonder, Awestruck wonder At the mention of Your Name Jesus,

Your Name is Power, Breath, and Living Water Such a marvelous mystery Yeah...
[Chorus:]
[Chorus (Repeat at a cappella)]

Come up lift up His Name To the King of Kings...We will adore YOU Lord...King of heaven and earth
King Jesus, King Jesus, Aleluya, aleluya, aleluya! Majesty, awestruck Honor And Power and Strength and Dominion
To You Lord, To the King, to King To the King of Glory

[Chorus (Repeats)]
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