Acts 4:24-30 — Prayer For Boldness! It was Answered!

10 18 17 ME Conf Morn Prayer — Phil Twente; ptwente@gmail.com

| HAVE DECIDED TO FOLLOW JESUS —sung by Jadon Lavik
I have decided to follow Jesus; | have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus; no turning back, no turning back.

Though none go with me, still I will follow; though none go with me, still I will follow;
though none go with me, still I will follow; no turning back, no turning back.

The cross before me; the world behind me; the cross before me; the world behind me
the cross before me; the world behind me, no turning back, no turning back.
No turning back, no turning back

Acts 4:24-30 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: "'Lord, You
are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, [25] who by the mouth of Your
servant David have said: "WHY DID THE NATIONS RAGE, AND THE PEOPLE PLOT VAIN THINGS?
[26] THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TOOK THEIR STAND, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED
TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST." [27] "'For truly against Your holy
Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of
Israel, were gathered together [28] to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be
done. [29] Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may
speak Your word, [30] by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done
through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.""

Context/Biblical Background — Christ's followers do best in company, provided it is their own
company. It encourages God's servants, both in doing work, and suffering work, that they serve the God
who made all things, and therefore has the disposal of all events; and the Scriptures must be fulfilled. We
see here initial success in the early church What really was the secret of their success? The fourth chapter
of Acts provides the answer: the Christians of the early church knew how to pray so that God’s hand
could work in mighty power. After being commanded by the Sanhedrin not to speak at all nor teach in
the name of Jesus, Peter and John boldly answered, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you
more than to God, you judge. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard." (Acts
4:19-20). So after further being threatened they let them go. Then they went to their own companions
and reported all the chief priests and elders had said to them. So when they heard that, they raised their
voice to God with one accord and prayed this prayer! (Acts 4:23-31) They do not pray, Lord let us go
away from our work, now that it is become dangerous, but, Lord, give us Your grace to go on
steadfastly in our work, and not to fear the face of man.

THE EARLY CHURCH PRAYS FOR BOLDNESS:

v. 24 They raised their voice: - They prayed aloud! It is certainly possible to pray silently in our minds, but
we can focus our thoughts more effectively when we speak out our prayers.

v. 24 With one accord: - They prayed in unity, in one accord. There was no strife or contention among them.

v. 24 Lord, You are God: - They begin by correctly address the one true God, reminding themselves who they
are praying to. They are praying to the Lord of all creation, the God of all power.

v. 25 By the mouth of Your servant David have said: - Peter, speaking for all the disciples (they were praying
with one accord), recognized that words of the Old Testament (Psalm 2) were really the words of
God.
God was speaking by the mouth of Your servant David.

e Peter quotes Psalm 2 here because he and the other disciples understand what is happening to them by

seeing what the Bible says about it. From Psalm 2, they understand that they should expect this sort




of opposition and not be troubled because of it.
When we pray, we must see our circumstances in light of God’s Word.
Seeing our circumstances in light of God’s Word also means seeing when there is a sin problem.
Then, we should say with the Psalmist, When | kept it all inside, my bones turned to powder, my
words became daylong groans. The pressure never let up; all the juices of my life dried up.
(Psa_32:3-4).
o We also use Scripture in prayer to pray and stand on the promises of God.
v. 27 These enemies of Jesus could only do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be
done.
e This brings real peace, knowing that whatever comes my way has passed through God’s hand
first, and He will not allow even the most wicked acts of men to result in permanent damage.
v. 29 They ask for more boldness, more power, and essentially more trouble!
Grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word:
e This request is consumed with God’s cause and glory, not the comfort and advancement of the
disciples. They ask for things that will lead to more confrontation, not less!
v. 30 By stretching out Your hand to heal: - They do not ask to do miracles themselves but for the Lord to
act.
v. 31 Their prayer is answered.
¢ And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

SUMMARY:
«» Acts chapters 3 & 4 are a wonderful example of the conflict between the believer and the world.
«» Peter and John experienced great victory in boldly praying for the healing of the lame man.
«» After the mountain top experience of the healing and the positive response of the crowd that

followed, the priests and Sadducees came upon them.

«» The early church was told not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. They responded
by saying “For we cannot but speak the things we have seen and heard.” They were then
threatened
«» Their response is such a wonderful example for us — pray in one accord!
¢ Filling of the Holy Spirit and enabling them to pray in boldness was the result!!

PRAY TODAY FOR: (Name persons, name things, take direct aim at the objective of your
supplications)
e Our Church, Nationally and locally;
e Our Nation:
e Our leaders; for kings and those in authority

SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER - W. Walford/W. Bradbury — Joslen Grove Choral Society

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! That calls me from a world of care, And bids me at my
Father’s throne Make all my wants and wishes known. In seasons of distress and grief, My soul has often
found relief, And oft escaped the tempter’s snare, By thy return, sweet hour of prayer!

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! Thy wings shall my petition bear To Him whose truth and

faithfulness Engage the waiting soul to bless. And since He bids me seek His face, Believe His Word and
trust His grace, I’ll cast on Him my every care, And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!
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