2 THESSALONIANS 2:16-17 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our
God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and
good hope by grace, [17] comfort your hearts and establish you in every good
word and work.,

3/25/17 Sat Morn Prayer — Phil Twente

HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US - Stuart Townsend

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure, That He should give His only Son To make a
wretch His treasure. How great the pain of searing loss - The Father turns His face away, as wounds which mar the
Chosen One Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders; Ashamed, | hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers. It was my sin that held Him there Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life - | know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom; But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection. Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer;
But this | know with all my heart - His wounds have paid my ransom.

Paul has been reminding them of Jesus’ second coming and of the rapture of the church. He warns them
and exhorts them to “stand fast”: 2 Th. 2:1-15

2Th 2:16-17 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us

e Before Paul asked God to do something specific for the Thessalonians, he remembered all God
had done for them. God has loved them, and gave them everlasting consolation and good hope by
grace.

e In our intercession and petition, we do well to remember God’s past faithfulness and present
blessing. His faithfulness in the past is a promise of His faithfulness for the future.

and given us everlasting consolation (paraklesis — lifting of another’s spirits, everlasting inexhaustible
comfort) and good (agathos — pertaining to meeting a high standard of worth and merit) hope by grace
(a free grace gift of His: and it may be called a good one),

e God is the author of it; and it is built on a good foundation, the person, blood, and righteousness
of Christ; and is of good things to come, and therefore called the blessed hope; and is what is
sure and certain, and will never deceive, nor make ashamed

[17] comfort (parakaleo — to instill someone with courage or cheer, comfort, encourage, cheer up) -
your hearts and establish (sterizo — to cause to be inwardly firm or committed, confirm establish,
strengthen someone in something)

e 2Cor. 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort,[4] who comforts us in all our tribulation (pressures), that we may
be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God.[5] For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation
also abounds through Christ.

e Comfort your hearts and establish you: Paul asked God to do two things in the Thessalonian
Christians. First, he wanted God to comfort their hearts in every good word and work

e Second, he asked God to establish them in every good word and work. This prayer for comfort
and continued testimony and work for Jesus is fitting in light of the special needs of believers
under pressure.

e Paul was concerned about two aspects of their Christian life: their word and their work, their
saying and their doing. If our walk contradicts our words, we lose our testimony. Our “walk”
and our “talk” must agree; good works and good words must come from the same yielded
heart.



e We are not saved by good works (Eph. 2:8-10; Tit. 3:3-7); but good works are the evidence of
salvation (Tit. 2:11-15). It is not enough to depend on good words; the words must be backed up
by the deeds (1John 3:18). It must be a steady practice, not an occasional one. We must be
established in our words and works. How is this possible? Only God can do it by His grace; and
this is what Paul desired for his friends.

e Itis God who establishes, but He uses people to accomplish His work. A great need in our
churches is for Christians who will take time to establish the younger believers.

Summary: -

e Thisis a prayer full of useful and important suggestions: Jesus is ours; God is our Father;
God has loved us; God has given us much; We have everlasting consolation; It is all
through grace.

Does the Father’s and the Son’s everlasting, inexhaustible comfort ever run out?
Is it ever used up and there is no more?

Are you fully receiving in your heart His comfort today and every day forever?
Do you allow Him to establish you in every good word and work?
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