DANIEL 9:3-21 —DANIEL’S PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE!

8/15/15 Sat Morn Prayer— ptwente@gmail.com

Biblical Background: - The prayer of Daniel.
Verses (1-2)Daniel's reason for prayer.

* Inthe first year(539 B.C. — 70 = 609B.C.0f Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage bEtMedes, who was
made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; in thisf year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by thmoks the
number of the years specified by the word of theRD through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would acoplish
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

» Understood by the book®aniel 9 is one of the most amazing and signifigaophetic passages in the Bible, and it

begins with Daniel's understanding and applicatibprophecy.

» The number of years specified by the word of theRD through Jeremiah Daniel knew that effective prayer
comes out of knowing and praying both God's wordl @ur present circumstances. His study of proplsaoyved
him aspecific number the 70 years describeddaremiah 25:11-18ndJeremiah 29:1,0and his knowledge of the
times led him to know those passages applied torhés

» That He would accomplish seventy yeaBaniel believed that God would accomplish sevemigrs of captivity,
yet he prayed passionately that God would do wigaptémised to do. Daniel knew that God's promiseise our
prayers and participation. They do matludeour prayers and participation.

» But a_second important reason is that Daniel a&edi in His mercy, to take the earliest of all plolesstarting
points (Daniel's abduction) for determining theihegng of the 70 years. There were three wavespfidity:

e 605 B.C. — Jerusalem was attacked and Daniel drat oaptives were taken to Babylon.

» 597 B.C. — Jerusalem was attacked and treasuréakes from the temple.

» 586-7 B.C. — Jerusalem falls and the nation wagexi

» Daniel wanted to prevail in prayer, asking Godaketthe earliest possible starting point to deteentihe 70 years.
He wanted God's mercy to come to Israel 18 yeatieeeather than 18 years later.

» In the first year of Darius This was still three or four years before 70 gdzad passed from 605 B.C. This was not

too soon for Daniel to begin praying. Daniel haes fioresight to look ahead three or four yearstargegin
praying.

» The word of the LORD through JeremialEven in God's eternal decrees, God has an eakmmié for people to
play. God's plan of the ages is declared, yet Jatemade a prophecy; Daniel made a prayer, andsGyade a

proclamation

Verse (3) Daniel's preparation for prayer.
Dan 9:3 Then | set my face toward the Lord Godnh@ke request by prayer and supplications, with fagt
sackcloth, and ashes.

» | set my faceThis implies determination in prayer. Daniel hagloal to reach through prayer, and he
approached God as a man who would not be deniedidHéis because he was rightly convinced that his
prayer was in the will of God, and knew it was nuttivated by any selfish desire.

e To make request by prayer and supplicatiofxniel wasn't passive as God's prophetic plan datbbefore
him. In his approach to God he made a requesth@gkod to perform His promise in the way that Danie
thought would bring God most glory. "We ask httld, and God gives it." (Spurgeon)

» With fasting, sackcloth, and ashe$his reflected Daniel's humble heart in approaci@ogl. Fasting,
sackcloth, and ashes are emblems of humiliatiomamarning. Daniel was determined to do whateveydk
to get this job done in prayer. He "left nothinglane that might possibly make his prayer more &ffeor
more persuasive." (Walvoord)

Verses (4-15) Daniel confesses the sin of his pemmnd glorifies the goodness and righteousness@dd.

[4] And | prayed to the LORD my God, and made cosd®n, and said, "O Lord, great and awesome Godpwieeps
His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, anilh those who keep His commandments, [5] we hawvmed
and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly amdelled, even by departing from Your precepts amailY
judgments. [6] Neither have we heeded Your servahesprophets, who spoke in Your name to our kiraggl our
princes, to our fathers and all the people of trentl. [7] O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, batus shame of
face, as it is this day—to the men of Judah, to tinbabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those neand those far
off in all the countries to which You have drivehém, because of the unfaithfulness which they ha@mmitted
against You. [8] "O Lord, to us belongs shame ottt to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, lzerse we have
sinned against You. [9] To the Lord our God belontercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled agaHim.
[10] We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD owdGto walk in His laws, which He set before us His servants
the prophets. [11] Yes, all Israel has transgresaéslir law, and has departed so as not to obey Ymice; therefore
the curse and the oath written in the Law of Mostee servant of God have been poured out on us, neeave have
sinned against Him. [12] And He has confirmed Hisonds, which He spoke against us and against ourgaeg who




judged us, by bringing upon us a great disasterr ftonder the whole heaven such has never been donevhat has
been done to Jerusalem. [13] "As it is written ihe Law of Moses, all this disaster has come uponyet we have
not made our prayer before the LORD our God, thag wight turn from our iniquities and understand Youruth.
[14] Therefore the LORD has kept the disaster inmdj and brought it upon us; for the LORD our God ifghteous
in all the works which He does, though we have miteyed His voice. [15] And now, O Lord our God, win@ught
Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mightand, and made Yourself a name, as it is this daye-vave
sinned, we have done wickedly!

O Lord, great and awesome GoBaniel began his prayer where we all should - lspgaizing the greatness
and goodness of God. Sometimes we approach GddHaswere a stingy person who must be persuaded to
give us anything. But Daniel knew the problem waswith God. God keeps His covenant and mercy with
those who love Him.

» Daniel's prayer was remarkable for both its un@eding and earnestness. Many pray with understgrimin
not earnestness; others are earnest but have eostantding in prayer. The two together are a pawerf
combination. "Oh! That our prayers could get bel/praying, till they got to agonizing." (Spurgeon)

» We have sinned and committed iniquitis Daniel confessed Israel's sin he prayed as Vidre as bad as the
rest of Israel. This was a confession of we, neythn this sense, their prayers never really réaot;
genuine “we” prayers see self correctly and sedallaw saints with compassion.

« Daniel's confession of sin might seem phony unéilrealize how passionately and completely he isfed on
God. Compared to God, even the most righteous amsfalls far short.

« "l firmly believe that, the better a man's own @twier becomes, and the more joy in the Lord herhlas own
heart, the more capable is he of sympathetic sormod, probably, the more of it he will have. lbthhast
room in thy soul for sacred joy, thou hast equalndor holy grief." (Spurgeon)

* Righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame oéf®aniel knew that Israel's sin was not God's fa&tig
was utterly righteous and blameless. Any shamea# belonged to Israel, not to God.

* It would be easy to complain to God about Isrgetsdblems. Daniel didn't think for a moment that Geas too
hard on Israel; he knew God was completely righéesmd any failure was on Israel's side.

e This is praying from a low place, and very effeeti¥ootball players try to hit their opponent Id&cause they
gain leverage from coming in low. Our prayers angetaged when we come to God humbly and lowly.

* We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our GBdniel did not make the slightest excuse for |ssash.
He knew the fault belonged to Israel and Israagh@l&®Ve are prone to make excuses for our sin aed ef/en
make excuses in our "confessions."

* He has confirmed His words . . . As it is writtenthe Law of Moses: Daniel realized that even ia jddgment
against Israel, God was totally faithful to His WoHe promised that curses would come upon a diebe
Israel (in passages likeeviticus 26andDeuteronomy 28and they did.

» All this disaster has come upon us; yet we have made our prayer before the LORD our Gods Daniel
confessed his sin and the sin of Israel, he remegditbe sin of prayerlessness. Even when they faesat
trial and calamity, Israel still did not make thpnayer before the LORD. When we sense trial dicdity, it
should drive us immediately to prayer - when werareso driven, it should be a wake-up call todbklness
of our heart.

*  Who brought Your people out of the land of Egypttiwvee mighty hand:Daniel remembered that the LORD
delivered Israel from Egypt. He remembers the THdtament standard of God'’s power, the deliverénce
Egypt. The New Testament standard of God’s posvéineé resurrection of Jesiigph.1:19-20.

Verses (16-19) Daniel asks God to forgive and togre Jerusalem.

[16] "O Lord, according to all Your righteousness$ pray, let Your anger and Your fury be turned awdrom Your
city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; because for osins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerakem and Your
people are a reproach to all those around us. [Ngw therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your gant, and his
supplications, and for the Lord's sake cause Yoacé to shine on Your sanctuary, which is desoldi8] O my God,
incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and seg desolations, and the city which is called by ¥amame; for
we do not present our supplications before You hesmof our righteous deeds, but because of Youragjraercies.
[19] O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listerand act! Do not delay for Your own sake, my Godr, four city
and Your people are called by Your name."

e Let Your anger and Your fury be turned away from ocity Jerusalem:After his confession of Israel's sin
and God's great righteousness, Daniel simply aSlatito mercifully turn His kind attention to Jerlesa and
the temple ¢ause Your face to shine on Your sanctugrife also asked that God would do this withouayel
(do not delay for your own sake

» Daniel prayed as a patriot - but a patriot morthefKingdom of God than the Kingdom of Israel. Wewd
pray with similar patriotism for the Kingdom of Gadt.et it never be said that the Church of God ias
feeling of patriotism for the Holy City, for the Heenly Land and for her glorious King enthronedwabhd o
us, Christian patriotism means love to the ChufoBad." (Spurgeon)




Daniel asked for all thiaccording to all Your righteousnes#. was as if Daniel prayed, "LORD, I'm not
asking You to do anything against Your righteousndam praying this to advance Your righteous glor
Cause your face to shinéfhis was the heart of Daniel's plea. He knew thad'&people needed much, but all
their need could be summed up in this: They (andnged God's face to shine upon them.

"Oh, that we might learn how to pray so that Gooluth be the subject as well as the object of our
supplications! O God, Your Church needs You aboayghing else! A poor, little, sick, neglected Idmeeds
fifty things; but you can put all those needs iate if you say that the child needs its mother.t&® Church,
of God needs a thousand things, but you can puot #ikinto one if you say, 'The Church of God nekés
God."" (Spurgeon)

For the Lord's sake cause Your face to shine on Ysanctuary, which is desolate . . . Do not delay ¥ our
own sake:Daniel's prayer was consumed with the glory of Gud,primarily with the benefit of man. His
purpose in prayer was to see God's work accompliahd His cause glorified.

It isn't wrong to pray for our own needs. Jesugt@avus to ask, give us this day our daily breadth& same
time, we need to have an even greater passiohdaylory and benefit of God than for our own needs.
This also speaks to purity of motive in Daniel'aymr. Sometimes we pray for God to do a great worle
can be known as great workers for God. We needap for the sake of the LORD'S cause, both in cards
and heart.

We do not present our supplications before You hemof our righteous deeds, but because of Yourgre
mercies:Even before the time of the New Testament, Dgmigyed on firm New Testament ground. His
confidence wasn't in his own goodness, but in Ggaksiness.

This is what it means to pray in the name of JeBhese aren't words we tack on to the end of agordout
they should express the fact we are praying intsarid righteousness of Jesus, not our own.

Daniel was not great because he prayed. He waslggeause his prayer was the necessary expredsjpeat
trust and dependence on God. Many religious pesgeead countless hours in prayer but it

achieves nothing because it is not rooted in tleelgess and righteousness of God. Self-righteosslbr
trusting prayer is of no power before God. "On&atan's most subtle delusions is that he succaeagitting
hundreds of thousands of men to trust in prayeartdpom faith in the shed blood of Jesus.” (Talbot

O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and@! Daniel prayed like a great wrestler, eager to gain
advantage. He sensed God's openness to each regddst responded with many rapid requests.

"Follow up your advantage; build another prayetheranswer that you have. If you have receivedeatgr
blessing, say, 'Because he hath inclined his garmg, therefore will | call upon him; because hs heard me
once, therefore will | call again.'" (Spurgeon)

"Cold prayers ask God to deny them: only importarn@fyers will be replied to. When the Church otiGo
cannot take 'No' for an answer, she shall not Hdeefor an answer. When a pleading soul must fiavenen
the Spirit of God works mightily in him so that bannot let the angel go without a blessing, theebsigall not
go till he has given the blessing to such a plegadime. Brethren, if there be only one among usdhatpray as
Daniel did, with intensity, the blessing will coméSpurgeon)

Verses (20-21) Gabriel brings the answer to Danislprayer. Daniel's prayer is interrupted by an angelic visit.

[20] Now while | was speaking, praying, and confexsmy sin and the sin of my people Israel, and geating my
supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mdain of my God, [21] yes, while | was speakingprayer,
the man Gabriel, whom | had seen in the vision hetbeginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reache about the
time of the evening offering.

While | was speaking in prayefThis dramatic answer to prayer came even as Dpragkd. Jesus said, your
Father knows the things you have need of beforeaguHim(Matthew 6:§. Whenever there seems to be a
delay in answer to prayer, there is reason fodgiay. When it is right to do it, God can answexygr
immediately.

Sometimes God answers prayer even before we firglyall come to pass that before they call, |l answer;
and while they are still speaking, | will hedsdiah 65:23.

Being caused to fly swiftlyThis is one of the few places in the Bible whereanetold that angels fly. Gabriel
came quickly because there is no great distaneeekeetheaven and earth.

The time of the evening offeringThis was a special time of day, when Moses off¢hedPassover lamb
(Exodus 12:pand when Jesus was crucifiddatthew 27:45.

As a young man in Jerusalem, Daniel often sawtieke rising from the temple at the time of the éngn
sacrifice

Verses (22-23) Gabriel announces that he has conmelring Daniel an answer to his prayer.




[22] And he informed me, and talked with me, and&d'O Daniel, | have now come forth to give youifiko
understand. [23] At the beginning of your suppli¢ahs the command went out, and | have come to yell, for you
are greatly beloved; therefore consider the mattend understand the vision:

| have now come forth to give you skill to understa In his prayer, Daniel didn't ask for understandidis
prayer demonstrated that his heart was close tés®edrt, so as a friend, God revealed many thm@saniel
(John 15:1%

Daniel studied the passage in Jeremiah, but dili'dunderstand much. In this case, understancknge more
through prayer. "All students of the word will tgthu that when the hammers of learning and bibkciicism
have failed to break open a flinty text, oftentinpeayer has done it, and nuggets of gold have firerd
concealed therein. To every student of the wor@@d who would become a well-instructed scribe wealdo
say, with all the means which you employ, withyalur searching of the commentaries, with all yoiggthgs
into the original, with all your researches amoaayhed divines, mingle much fervent prayer." (Sparg
For you are greatly belovedBoth Daniel and the Apostle Johiofin 13:2Bwere noted for their love-
relationship with God. Both Daniel and John wes®aloted for receiving amazing prophetic messages.
Daniel had just considered a set of "sevens" upemation of Israel - the 70 years of promisedicapt
prophesied by Jeremiah. It was as if God said tirdsabriel, "Now | will show you some 'sevens' thit
really amaze you."

Daniel illustrated the principle that when we s&xd diligently, we often receive even more thanast for.

SUMMARY:

God's promises invite, not exclude, our prayers an@articipation. Daniel prayed as a patriot - more é the
Kingdom of God than the Kingdom of Israel. Respons#o the Promise of God - Captivity would be 70 yas
Set face, request, supplication, with fasting, sacloth and ashes

Prayed and made confession - Confession of sin (“tye Interchange of Perfect God and sinful man
Perfect and proper address

Lack of self centeredness in Daniel’s prayer - “YouYourself” = 18 times; “I" =1 time (what is our ratio?)
God is not only the object but the subject as wellFor Your sake... “Cause Your face to shine...!!!

Pray not because of our righteous deeds, but becausf Your great mercies. Focus on His glory, not nmes.
Are your prayers? Fervent, serious, with expectacy?

Are you often praying for His church, His bride? The church needs her God-YOU!

Do you pray - Hear! Forgive! Listen! Act! Donot delay -- for Your sake?

PASS ME NOT O GENTLE SAVIOR! fanny Croshy

Pass me not, O gentle Savior, Hear my humble cry;

While on others Thou art calling, Do not pass me by
Refrain:
Savior, Savior, Hear my humble cry,
While on others Thou art calling, Do not pass me by

Thou the spring of all my comfort, More than lidente,
Whom have | on earth beside Thee, Whom in Heav'iiee.
Refrain:

SAT MORN PRAYER GUIDELINES:

We all want to receivanstruction from the teaching in Biblical prayers andfor the prayer time be effective beingled by the
Holy Spirit. To that end:

Please be on time at 6:30am to receive the blessifithe weekly prayers in the Bible.

If you are latesimply agree in prayer and refrainfrom praying in group prayer andait until the small group prayer time.
Those who pray aloud during the prayer meetingigorplease keep the prayers short (2-3 minutegraying as led by the
Holy Spirit. There is only about a 30 minute pdrfor 15 or so to pray.

Intercessory prayer (church, country, leaderduring group time; personal prayer during small group time.

Welcome times of silenceluring the group prayer tings we wait on the Holy Spirit.



