ISAIAH 37:14-21— Sennacherib’s Threat and Hezekiah’s Prayer!

7/11/15 Sat Morn Prayer

Biblical Background:

« In the fourteenth years of Hezekiah'’s reign, Secimanib, king of Assyria, came up against all theified
cities of Judah and took them.

« Sennarcherib sent Rabshakeh with a great army ff@ehish to King Hezekiah, telling Jerusalem in ado
voice that their situation was hopeless, that Jahptheir God would not be able to deliver thenhe Ppeople
held their peace.

« When this became known to Hezekiah, he tore hithety covered himself with sackcloth, and went the
house of the LORD and sent Eliakim and Shebnaaialtsthe prophet.

» Isaiah said, “Do not be afraid of the words whicluyhave heard of the words which you have heanar€lg |
will send a spirit upon him and he shall hear aguend return to his own land, and | will cause hinfiall by
the sword in his own land.”

» The king of Assyria then sent a letter saying, “kogou have heard what the kings of Assyria haveedto all
lands by utterly destroying them and shall you élévdred?”

Isa 37:14 _And Hezekiah received the letter fronethand of the messengers, and read it; and

Isa 37:15 _Then Hezekiah prayed to the LORD, saying
Isa 37:16_"O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, the Omého dwells between the cherubim, You are
God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the eartowhave made heaven and earth.

Isa 37:17_Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; opefour eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear all
the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to xegurh the living God.

Isa 37:19_and have cast their gods into the fifer they were not gods, but the work of men's
hands—wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed them

Isa 37:20_Now therefore, O LORD our God, save s his hand, that all the kingdoms of the
earth may know that You are the LORD, You alone."

Vs. 14-20 - Hezekiah's prayer. {sa 37:14 _And Hezekiah received the Jetter fronethand of the messengers, and
read it; andHezekiah went up to the house of the LORD, and swtét before the LORD.

» Hezekiah did exactly what any child of God shoubdwdth such a letter. He took it to the house ef LIORD
(to the outer courts, not the holy place), anddread it out before the LORD. In this, Hezekiahdhphnd
effectively fulfilled the later command of 1 Petef: casting all your care upon Him, for He cam@sybu.

* We all, at one time or another, will receive namtyery troubling letters. What should one do witam?
Often, the best thing to do is to simply throw thaway, especially if they are anonymous. But ifsthee to be
read and kept, they should be spread . . . beffieré®RD. LORD, show me what there is in this lettet |
need to hear. Show me what | need to disregargh iMelto see beyond this person’s sinful manneore tind
see if You have something in this for me.

Isa 37:15_Then Hezekiah prayed to the LORD, sayitga 37:16 "O LORD of hosts,
» This title for our God essentially means, LORD ohees. Hezekiah was in a crisis that was primariliitary
in nature, so it made sense for him to addresk@RD first according to the aspect of Gods nathed tvas
most needful for him. LORD of armies, send somepgoto help us!

God of Israel,
» This title for God reminded Hezekiah - and the LO&Bo, in our human way of understanding - that the
LORD God was the covenant God of Israel, and tlashbuld not forsake His people.

the One who dwells between the cherubim
» Here, Hezekiah sees the great majesty of God. Buhel One who dwells between the cherubim wouigene
allow Rabshakeh’s blasphemies to go unpunished.

You are God, You alonef all the kingdoms of the earth.
e Godis a simple title for our LORD, but perhaps mhast powerful. If He is God, then what can He aa? If
He is God, then what is beyond His control? Hezekéalizes the most fundamental fact of all thepidgod is
God, and we are not! God is God, and RabshaketeoAssyrians are not!




You have made heaven and earth.
* You who made heaven and earth: In recognizing tbBRD God as Creator, Hezekiah sees that the LORD has
all power and all rights over every created the can almost feel Hezekiah's faith rising as raygithis!

Isa 37:17 Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your ey€3 L ORD, and see;
* Hezekiah knew very well that the LORD did in faeth and see the blasphemies of Rabshakeh. Thizoeti
way of asking God to act upon what He has seerhaadd, assuming that if God has seen such thingsyil
certainly act!

* In his prayer, King Hezekiah draws the contrastveen the living God and the false gods of the natibe
Assyrians have already conquered

Isa.37:19 _and have cast their gods into the fif@r they were not gods, but the work of men's hands

wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed them.
* Those false gods were not gods, but the work ofsriegands - wood and stone, so they were not aldave
them from the Assyrians.

Isa 37:20 _Now thereforeOQ LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all tkengdoms of the earth
may know that You are the LORD, You alone."

» But Hezekiah prays confidently that the living Gaill save them, that all the kingdoms of the eamtdly know
that You are the LORD, You alone.

V. 21 - The power of Hezekiah's prayer. tsaiah brings the LORDs answer to King Hezekiah's payer, and a
word to Rabshakeh.

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, sayifhus says the LORD God of Israel, Because you

have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Asayr
* Because you have prayed to Me: The glorious angsih fills the rest of the chapter came becauseekiah
prayed. What if he would not have prayed? Thenmsdathink that no answer would have come, and
Jerusalem would have been conquered.
» Hezekiah's prayer really mattered. How many blagsitmow many victories, how many souls saved feugde
glory, lie unclaimed in heaven until the LORD cay,shecause you have prayed to Me?

SUMMARY:
* Because Hezekiah prayed, the LORD gloriously answed, Jerusalem was not conquered!
* Whenever you receive letters of extremely bad newshat do you do?
* Do you read them and spread them before the LORD ahpray?
e Prayer is powerful and it works!
 How many blessings? How many victories? How many sls saved for Jesus’ glory, lie unclaimed in
heaven until the LORD can say, “because you have ayed to Me?”
e Do we pray? Will we pray?

He is Able to Deliver Thee! (William Ogden)
1. 'Tis the grandest theme through the ages rungtiesgrandest theme for a mortal tongue;
'Tis the grandest theme that the world e’er sur@Quf God is able to deliver thee.”
o Refrain:
He is able to deliver thee, He is able to delivers;
Though by sin oppressed, go to Him for rest; “OwdGs able to deliver thee.”
2. 'Tis the grandest theme in the earth or main; 'tfie grandest theme for a mortal strain;
'Tis the grandest theme, tell the world again, “Gbod is able to deliver thee.”
3. 'Tis the grandest theme, let the tidings roll, Tie guilty heart, to the sinful soul,
Look to God in faith, He will make thee whole,“GBod is able to deliver thee.”



