NEHEMIAH 9:5-38 — Nehemiah, Ezra and the People Pray at the Timd the

Dedication of the Wall — 24" of the month following the wall’'s completion!
5/30/15 Sat Morn Prayer

Biblical Background:

e The Book of Nehemiah begins 15 years after the Bddkzra ends; almost 100 years after the firsticap
came back to the Promised Land; and some 150 gétarshe city of Jerusalem was destroyed. Aftey fiing
time, the walls of the city of Jerusalem were stilfubble.

* Nehemiah took charge of the situation, with muciypr and the work of the people, the Lord enalieditto
finish the wall in 52 days.

* He then appointed men to stand at the various gatkey celebrated Feast of Tabernacles throughout
Jerusalem and all surrounding cities. Ezra wagdalpon to read the Word of God to the people eday/for
seven days-the days of the Feast.

« On the 24 day of the month, the people were assembled wittirfy, in sackcloth and ashes. Confession and
reading of the Word of God followed. It was aneasbly of fasting, praying and worshipping in humble
repentance that lasted one whole day--three hduesading the Word; three hours of prayer and wiprshree
hours of reading the Word; and another three holupsayer and worship!

e They confessed and worshipped the LORD their Gbik Arokenness of hearthad led them to humbly come
before God and hear His Wow.sure first step of revivalis this brokenness of heart.

» After hearing the Word of God, they made their conéssion; then they praised and exalted God-his is
whatwe need to doHow we need to exalt God in our services and praidéim!

* We now have the third prayer in this Book, thisdidehemiah is no longer a cup bearer to the kintheoman
in charge of rebuilding the wall, but now has tbke rof governor.

The prayer in Neh_9:1-38is a spiritual summary of theOT history of the Jews theCreation (Neh_9:6; thecall of
Abraham (Neh_9:7-8) theExodus (Neh_9:9-14) thenation’s wilderness experiencesNeh_9:15-23) the
conquering of the land (Neh_9:24-25; theperiod of Judges Neh_9:26-29; theperiod of prophets up to the
captivity (Neh_9:30-31).

1.(4-59) Those leading the congregation.Neh 9:5 And the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, $tebniah,
Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said:

* Then Jeshua, Bani . .:.This mentions those Levites and leaders gatheréshd the people in their humble
confession. It shouldn’t surprise us, or make es$lfke failures, if we must be led into confessend
repentance.

» Stood on the stairs of the Levites and cried out wh a loud voice Obviously, all eight of these men did not
pray the following prayer at the same time. Perhagas written out and they took turns, perhapsais
spontaneously prayed in succession, or perhapsa@maiding to tradition), Ezra prayed this prayer.

» The following prayer is one of the longer prayershie Bible - and yet takes only six and one hatfutes to
say. Prayer does not need to be long to be glosadseffective.

2. (5b-6) Praise to the God of all creation. “Stand up and bless the LORD your God Forever ancke "Blessed be
Your glorious hame, Which is exalted above all idag) and praise! [6] You alone are the LORD; You Y made
heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their hdghe earth and everything on it, The seas and akitis in them,
And You preserve them all. The host of heaven wapshYou.

* You have made heavenAfter the encouragement to praise, Ezra gavasoreto praisebecause this is the
great God who made it all.Looking at the glory of God’s creation gives ugagon to praise Him, to humble
ourselves before Him, and to trust Him.

* The host of heaven worships YouGod wants us to praise Him, to humble ourseheferie Him, and to trust
Him - but He gives us good reason to. We sometiwagd our own reasons, but God gives us plenty of Hi
own reasons.

3. (7-8) Praise to the God who chose Abraham and made a amant with him and his descendants. Neh 9:7-8
"You are the LORD God, Who chose Abram, And brougdtiin out of Ur of the Chaldeans, And gave him thame
Abraham; [8] You found his heart faithful before Yig And made a covenant with him To give the landtbé
Canaanites, The Hittites, the Amorites, The Pertesi the Jebusites, And the Girgashites— To givi® ihis
descendants. You have performed Your words, For oe righteous.




* You have performed Your words This says to God, Lord, You promised this land\bmaham and his
descendants, and now here we &m@lr promise is indeed true. How faithful You are!

4.(9-15) Praise to the God who delivered Israel from Egypand provided for them in the wilderness - Neh 9:9-15
"You saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, Ath heard their cry by the Red Sea. [10] You showigmhs and
wonders against Pharaoh, Against all his servandd against all the people of his land. For You knehat they
acted proudly against them. So You made a nameYfourself, as it is this day. [11] And You divideuetsea before
them, So that they went through the midst of the@ s the dry land; And their persecutors You thrémio the deep,
As a stone into the mighty waters. [12] Moreoveruved them by day with a cloudy pillar, And by nigwith a pillar
of fire, To give them light on the road Which theshould travel. [13] "You came down also on Mounin&i, And
spoke with them from heaven, And gave them justinashces and true laws, Good statutes and commandisigii4]
You made known to them Your holy Sabbath, And conmtied them precepts, statutes and laws, By the hafnd
Moses Your servant. [15] You gave them bread froeaben for their hunger, And brought them water oof the rock
for their thirst, And told them to go in to possetge land Which You had sworn to give them.
* You saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt A second sure sign of revivaffollowing brokenness of
heart) isreflection on the goodness of GoWhen our pride is cast down, and our hearts hedbéfore God,
we can begin to see Him for who He is - and wherseethat, we see how good God is.

5.(16-17a)The sinful response of man to Gods goodnesdNeh 9:16-17a "But they and our fathers acted prdyd
Hardened their necks, And did not heed Your commarehts. [17] They refused to obey, And they were maidful
of Your wonders That You did among them. But thegrtiened their necks, And in their rebellion They ppinted a
leader To return to their bondage.

» Butthey and our fathers This was a terrible response to the great and gawks of God on behalf of Israel.
God had been so good to Isrdmif they and our fathers acted proudly Our sin is bad enough; but to
consider we sin against a God who has only trea¢esell is far, far, worse.

« Hardened their necks . . . refused to obey . . . We not mindful : This isa third sure sign of revival -
recognition of our own sinfulnesswhen we humbly seek God, and see His goodnessamehelp but next
to notice our own sinfulness - the blackness ofsbuiistands out against the brightness of God$ypamid
goodness.

6. (17b-21)Gods gracious reply to rebellious Israel. Neh. 9:17b-21But You are God, Ready to pardon, Gracious
and merciful, Slow to anger, Abundant in kindnes&nd did not forsake them. [18] "Even when they madanolded
calf for themselves, And said, 'This is your god atthrought you up out of Egypt,’ And worked greatgvocations,
[19] Yet in Your manifold mercies You did not forka them in the wilderness. The pillar of the cloulid not depart
from them by day, To lead them on the road; Nor thiélar of fire by night, To show them light, Anche way they
should go. [20] You also gave Your good Spirit tstruct them, And did not withhold Your manna froteir mouth,
And gave them water for their thirst. [21] Forty wes You sustained them in the wilderness; They ladknothing;
Their clothes did not wear out And their feet didnswell.

e But You are God, ready to pardon, gracious and meiitul, slow to anger, abundant in kindness, and did
not forsake them Gods gracious answer to the rebellion of Israed gloriousReady to pardonis especially
wonderful, indicating that there is nothing keep@®gd from pardoning us except our refusal to cammiditn
through Jesudde isready to pardon, if we are ready to receive it.

 Even when they made a molded calf for themselveshis was Gods gracious response to Israel - aften
they made the golden calf and worshipped it, Heditl not forsake them. He still provided the aloloy day
and the pillar of fire by night, He still guidedetim by His spirit, He still fed them and gave theatev.
Together it all shows not how special Israel vimg,how special God is.

* You sustained them in the wildernessWe are often impressed at how patient God is thi¢hsinner; how He
somehow holds back His terrible judgment againssefpeople who deserve it so badgt it seems that His
patience toward us is even greatethose who have received so much more from Himsblliact like Israel
did.

7. (22-31)The cycle of Israel’s relationship with God. Neh 9:22-31 "Moreover You gave them kingdoms and
nations, And divided them into districts. So theok possession of the land of Sihon, The land of tking of
Heshbon, And the land of Og king of Bashan. [23] Yalso multiplied their children as the stars of heen, And
brought them into the land Which You had told theiathers To go in and possess. [24] So the peomatin And
possessed the land; You subdued before them thaliitants of the land, The Canaanites, And gave thamo their




hands, With their kings And the people of the lanthat they might do with them as they wished. [25]d they took
strong cities and a rich land, And possessed housdlsof all goods, Cisterns already dug, vineyardsive groves,
And fruit trees in abundance. So they ate and wéled and grew fat, And delighted themselves inof@reat
goodness. [26] "Nevertheless they were disobedfemd rebelled against You, Cast Your law behind thieacks And
killed Your prophets, who testified against them fion them to Yourself; And they worked great praations. [27]
Therefore You delivered them into the hand of theinemies, Who oppressed them; And in the time @irtlrouble,
When they cried to You, You heard from heaven; Aactording to Your abundant mercies You gave thenlidgers
who saved them From the hand of their enemies. [2Blit after they had rest, They again did evil befoYou.
Therefore You left them in the hand of their enemsieSo that they had dominion over them; Yet wheeythreturned
and cried out to You, You heard from heaven; And nyatimes You delivered them according to Your mes;i[29]
And testified against them, That You might bringdgm back to Your law. Yet they acted proudly, And dbt heed
Your commandments, But sinned against Your judgmzntVhich if a man does, he shall live by them.' éthey
shrugged their shoulders, Stiffened their necks, d\would not hear. [30] Yet for many years You haatignce with
them, And testified against them by Your Spirit Your prophets. Yet they would not listen; TherefoYeu gave them
into the hand of the peoples of the lands. [31] Meheless in Your great mercy You did not utterlgnsume them nor
forsake them; For You are God, gracious and merdifu
» Sothey ate and were filled and grew fat, and delided themselves in Your great goodnes3he cycle
began with God showing His goodness to His peofdei (gave them kingdoms and nationsand with Gods
people being blessed.
* Nevertheless they were disobedient and rebelled dgat You: Then, in the time of comfort and abundance,
Gods people turn from Him.
e Therefore You delivered them into the hand of theirenemies Then, God brings correction - a wake-up call
to His people.
* And in the time of their trouble . . . they cried at to You; and God delivers them: You heard from
heaven . .. You gave them delivererg\s a result, Gods people then turn back to Him.
» But after they had rest, they again did evil beforerou: Then, blessed and satisfied, Gods people again tu
from Him, and the cycle continues.
» Nevertheless in Your great mercy You did not utteyy consume them nor forsake them; for You are God,
gracious and mercifut As the cycle continues, the motions of each cgeliedeeper and deeper - but God
doesn’t change.

8.(32-37)A plea to God for intervention.- Neh 9:32-37 "Now therefore, our God, The greatgtmighty, and
awesome God, Who keeps covenant and mercy: Doetdall the trouble seem small before You That hasme upon
us, Our kings and our princes, Our priests and opirophets, Our fathers and on all Your people, Fraime days of
the kings of Assyria until this day. [33] Howev&ou are just in all that has befallen us; For Youalve dealt
faithfully, But we have done wickedly. [34] Neith@ur kings nor our princes, Our priests nor our faers, Have kept
Your law, Nor heeded Your commandments and Youtitesnies, With which You testified against them 53For
they have not served You in their kingdom, Or irettmany good things that You gave them, Or in thegkaand rich
land which You set before them; Nor did they turrofn their wicked works. [36] "Here we are, servarttsday! And
the land that You gave to our fathers, To eat itaif and its bounty, Here we are, servants in iB7] And it yields
much increase to the kings You have set over ug;dese of our sins; Also they have dominion over dagdies and
our cattle At their pleasure; And we are in greaistress.

e The great, the mighty, and awesome God, Who keepswenant and mercy Because of who God is, and
because of who they are (rebellious and wicked)y treeded God to do the work of saving them froair th
enemies.

» Israel, at this time, was not an independent natitvey were a province of the Empire of Persial, apre
under heavy Persian taxes and obligations. Theyaskto deliver them once again from this oppregsio

* You are just in all that has befallen us This gives a good description of what real cosifasis all about. It
recognizes that God is right and we are wrdng (ve have done wickedly. Confession is agreeing with God
about both things.

* ltis atremendous moment in a Christian’s life wine can honestly look up into the face of God sad Yes,
Lord, You are right and | am wrong, when he stagsiimg with God, and drops his controversy. He sapsd,
yes. I've got what | deserved in this situation.uyare right; | am wrong. That is the thing for whiGod has
been working in your life and mine from the veryment of our conversion.

9. (38) Conclusion: a point of decision Neh 9:38 "And because of all this, We make a sw@venant and write
it; Our leaders, our Levites, and our priests sél




We make a sure covenantisrael needed to come to this place, where kngwiho God is, and knowing who
they are, they come and makea&enant with God - even writing it down - to commit therhas to His ways.
We make a sure covenant, and write itThefourth sure sign of revival - after brokenness of heart after
reflection on Gods goodnessfter recognition of our sinfulness is a renewal of our obediencéVe come to
a place of decision, so this work of God is not pusvonderful experience, but something that shapes
future.

SUMMARY:

Gods work in us often must come to a place of d@mtiswhere He wants us to make a stand for Hird, an
against some other things.ylfu need a point of decision, Alan Redpath gave teefeexamination questions,
to give an idea how:

What about my relationship with men?

Am | consciously or unconsciously creating the iegsion that | am a better man than | really antRdee the
least suspicion of hypocrisy in my life? Am | hohasall my words and acts? Do | exaggerate?

Am | reliable? Can | be trusted? Do | confidentiglass on what was told to me in confidence? Daindple
and complain in the church?

Am | jealous, impure, irritable, touchy, distrus®uAm | self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-jugtng? Am |
proud? Do | thank God | am not as other peopldéRdse anyone | fear, or dislike, or criticize, esent? If so,
what am | doing about it?

What about my devotion to God?

Does the Bible live to me? Do | give it time to aRdéo me? Do | go to bed in time and do | get upnre?
Am | enjoying my prayer life today? Did | enjoytitis morning? When | am involved in a problem feg,lido |
talk about it or pray about it?

Am | disobeying God in anything, or insisting upswming something about which my conscience is very
uneasy?

When did | last speak to someone else with theablojetrying to win him for Christ?

Am | a slave to devices, social media, books, dfeiends, work, or what others think? How do | sgeny
spare time?

Take My Life and Let It Be - (Frances Havergal, Henry Malan)

Take my life and let it be Consecrated Lord to thee
Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love At the impulse of Thy love

Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee
Take my voice and let me sing Always only for my King Always only for my King

Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages for Thee
Take my silver and my gold Not a mite would | withhold Not a mite would | withhold

Take my love, my God | pour At Thy feet itstreasure store
Take myself and | will be Ever only all for Thee Ever only all for Thee

Take my life and let it be Consecrated Lord to Thee
Take myself and | will be Ever, only, all for Thee Ever, only, all for Thee



