A BRIDE FOR ISAAC!

Gen 24:12 Then he said, "O LORD God of my mastdsraham, please give me
success this day, and show kindness to my mastealidm.

Gen 24:13 Behold, here | stand by the well of watnd the daughters of the
men of the city are coming out to draw water.

Gen 24:14 Now let it be that the young woman toonhl say, 'Please let down
your pitcher that | may drink," and she says, 'Dinand | will also give your
camels a drink'—let her be the one You have appenhfor Your servant Isaac.

And by this | will know that You have shown kindreso my master."
The Setting Here:

» The true storpf Rebekah and IsaacA picture of PentecostHere isAbraham standing for God the
Father sending his unnamed servaninto the far countryo take a bride for his son-- to invite her to
come, to call, to woo, and to win he#- to bring her back to the Father's house where the sois
waiting to claim his bride for himself.

» How beautifully that portrays how God, at the Day d Pentecost, sent his Spirit into the world!t is
the Spirit's job to call out a people for God's name, to win a bride for Christ; He has been at this task
for almost 2,000 years nowandthe Son is waiting to receive that brideWe read in the book of
Revelation of the wedding supper of the Lamb, dntie@Lord coming to claim his bride for Himself

» If you are a Christian, where are you in this storyof Abraham sending his servant to get a bride for
his son Isaac? @viously we are the brideye are the ones who are called by the Spirit of Godhis is
true. Every Christian remembem®w he sensed at one time the calling of the Spif God. We
remembehow he wooed and won us by the loveliness and beestwhich are in Jesus Christ, and by
a consciousness of our utter need for hinWwe werecalled to love someone we had never seemd we
felt an answering response in our hearts as Gliaspainted in vivid colors by the Spirit in our minds.
We felt the urge to leave friends and family behindhe sense of shifting their central placetn o
affections, ando go after this one who called usNow we are journeying to meet him at last in that
country in the Father's house We can see ourselves simply here, but this does rexthaust the
application of this stay, nor does it reallgisclose the major emphasis

» The central character is not the bride, Rebekah Thespotlight of the story really follows Abraham's
servant He is the central character

e This is a picturewe have already recognized, of the Holy Spirit's wi&. But rememberthe Spirit of
God choosego do his work largely through men and women, throgh the believers, through the
church, through those of us who are his.

» Especially true in thevork of calling out a people for God's nameGod has given us the responsibility
and the privilege of being his instruments to calhis bride out of the world. So this story becomes a
beautiful picture of thevhole process of personal evangelism.

The Process of bringing others to Christ begins wht the command of God the Father:
(Genesis. 24:1-9)

There are five stages picturedhere in what happens when we go out to reach soeneo
Christ:

1 The Expectation through prayer.(Genesis 24:10-14)

2 The Confirmation: (Genesis. 24:15-21)

3 The Preparation: (Genesis. 24:22-27)

4 The Presentation ltself(Genesis 24:28-53)

5 The Actual invitation: (Genesis. 24:54-58)

Finally, in the last scengie see the communion with the sonGenesis 24:62-67)

The process of bringing others to Christ begins wit the command of God the Father:



(Genesis. 24:1-9)

The initiative herdegins with Abraham. He sends his servant to do this work and binds him tthe
task with an oath

As we apply this to our own situation asele God the Father standing in the place of Abraharere, he
is asking every servant (here unnamed) to give hiralf to this task.

We are called by the Father, commanded to go andka a wife for his son.

Not an option with a believer in Jesus Christ

God has said, "Take a wife for My Son."

To this end the Spirit of God has come into our heaés to dwell. His whole purpose of coming into
your life and mine is that he might be what he isand do what he came to doOur Lord Jesus is the one
dwelling within, and we are told what he came to do

He said,"For the son of man came to seek and to save thestd' (Luke 19:10). If this is what he came to
do,we will find him doing it in our lives if we give hm the opportunity!

Notice the responsibility here is emphasized byrésériction, 'You must not take my son back there.

It illustrates the fact that God's Son is now in hs glory and the work of evangelism must go forward
in his absence. God does not send Jesus visibly k&g earth in order to win the church.

But the Lord said"No." He sent the Spirit of God to do the work, aad, in some remarkable way that
we will never fully understand, the Spirit of God @n make Jesus Christ more real to a human heart
than if he stood before him in human form and flesh

The major emphasis of this passage is centered on "ttomoperation of the Spirit." - missing note in
personal evangelism.

God commanded us to do this, but he has also providehe Spirit by which to do it.

There are five stages pictured here in what happéies you or | go out to reach someone for Christ:

First of all, there is expectation through prayer.

Then the servant took ten of his master's camelslaparted, taking all sorts of choice gifts froim tmaster; and he
arose, and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Mafnd he said;O Lord, God of my master Abraham, grant me
success today, | pray thee, and show steadfast lowvaey master Abraham. Behold, | am standing by ging of
water, and the daughters of the men of the city am@ming out to draw water. Let the maiden to whorahall say,
'Pray let down your jar that | may drink," and whehall say, 'Drink, and | will water your camels' det her be

the one whom thou hast appointed for thy servarads. By this | shall know that thou hast shown stHast love

to my master." (Genesis 24:10-14)

Now here is a man expecting God to workde does not say to himself, & whole job is up to me. I've
got to find this girl, and how am | going to find te right one? And after that, | must persuade herad
come. How am | going to do that?"

It is very simple for this man because he knows He not left alone to do this taskAn invisible

partner is at work, preparing the way for him. | wishwe would learn this lesson about our own
witness Godhas not left it to us to do aloneThe work of reaching men and women for Christasa
matter of human persuasion, but is a divine callGod is at work to move, shape, and develop thesliv
and hearts of all. Our job is simply to recognizis.t

Do you notice how Abraham's servant doeg-it8t of all, he prays, revealing his expectationttat God
is at work. In his simple prayehe asks God to make the way clear, to indicate ttane to whom God
would have him speak As he prays about his problem, he expects God to answe

This is a wonderful concept to remember when witnesing. When | get aboard a plane or train or go
someplace where | may be in contact with someoredelesn't know the Lordask God to indicate
who is the one he wants me to talk withMaybe there is no one; maybe the Lord wants nspémd my
time reading or studyinddut very likely he does have someonédon't knowwho God is working with,
but! know that he will direct me through ways of whichl am hardly conscious.

When | get on the plane and go to my seat. Tharst that the person who sits down beside me malye
that person, orthe one in front of me orthe one behind meBut | don't know. It may be the fellow who
is to get on at a station down the line, ordhe that | will meet in the washroom orthe flight
attendant. | don't know. Well, how do | find out? Let's loak thenext step.

The first step was expectatid@econdly, there is confirmation:

Before he had done speakingoehold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel theo$ddilcah, the wife of
Nahor, Abraham's brothezame out with her water jar upon her shoulder



The mangazed at her in silencéo learn whether the Lord had prospered his journey omot. (Genesis.
24:15-21)

Now here is the confirmation

The man gazed at her in silence, to learn whelteeLord had prospered his journey or rits.this the
one, Lord?" As he watched hdre knew that this was the ongbecause she did what he had asked the
Lord as a sign that she should do.

| don't think it is wise to ask for particular signsin every caseIf we are expecting God to show us
someone to talk witthe will indicate to us whom he has prepared.

Now this is the confirmatiorsome little thing by which God says "Here is the omwith whom I've
been working, and here you are beside him."

TheLord brought the two together. You can expect wonderful experiences to happen ibu begin to
watch for God to work through you like this, alert for the indication of the Spirit at work.

After the confirmation comes the third stage, the peparation:

When the camels had done drinking Tell me whose daughter you arels there room in your father's
house for us to lodge in?"She said to him, "I am the daughter of Bethuelsitre of Milcah,...She added,
"We have both straw and provender enough, and todotdge in."The man bowed his head and
worshiped the Lord, (Genesis. 24:22-27)

Abraham's servarknows that this is the right girl. Hehas had the sign confirmedBut he doesn't
immediately open up the Scriptures to Romans 3r2Bbegin to blast her with her status as a sirther.
doesn't brashly chasten her with the Lord's wrathscare her away, as we sometimed\tw.does he
immediately start talking about Isaac.

Instead, he wiselgrranges for private conversation allowing sufficiat time to make a proper contact.
He bathes the whole matter again in prayer and thanksging and waits for a suitable time to talk.

| think this is a very important step. Sometimes imour zeal we jump down people's throats and
frighten them. We must remember to take time to lay ample growrkwand to prepare for a proper
presentation.

The fourth step is the presentation itself.

Thewhole story spelled out plainly and frankly.

So he said,lI"am Abraham's servant. The Lord has greatly bless# my master, and he has become
great; he has given him flocks and herds, silver ahgold, menservants and maidservants, camels and
asses. And Sarah my master's wife bore a son to myaster when she was old; and to him he has
given all that he has

The servant leaves nothing out, but is forthright ad candid.

He begins with the glories of Abraham telling about all his wealth flocks, herds, sihand gold,
servants, camels and asses. Why? Bedahisés the inheritance of the son

Then he recountsow God led him along the wayi.e., he givesis own personal testimonyabout it. He
endsby presenting to her the gifts Isaac had sent alonghe sample of the riches he was offering to
her.

What a picture of how we should talk to those whor interestedand whom the Lord iseeking to
reach by focusing it all on Christ! Our job, you se, is not to change people's habit§ hat isn't our
concernpur job is to win them to Christ, not to make churd members out of them

This servant did not go into the far country anotdr start a "Fans for Isaac Clultis job was to win her
heart and bring her out of the far country to the n, and that is our job, also.

The fifth and last stage is the actual invitation:

"We will call the maiden, and ask her. And they called Rebekah, and said to Heé¥ill you go with this
man?' She said"l will go." (Genesis. 24:54-58)

There is the invitation, the altar call if you pleae. It climaxes the assault on the will of this dir

It is not an easy choicé¢hat she is asked to make. Itévolutionary, disturbing, upsetting. All of her life
she has beethe protected jewelof that household. Now she is asked to go withaa mhom she has just
met a day or two befor&y meet another man who is an utter stranger to her

Yet something abouhe winsomeness of his appeal, his forthrightnesthe glory and attractiveness of
what she has heard, has won her heart. She is reattygo.



* We need to recognize that the invitation we givenen and women to become Christigeot an easy

choice It is a revolutionary one.

*  We must clarify the matter, ataly it before them "Will you go?" And she said,!'will go."

Finally, in the last scenge see the communion with the son

e The work of the Trinity is evident throughout tki®ry. Itbegins with the command of the Father,
proceedsvith the cooperation of the Spirit, andends with the communion with the SonThis is a

delightful scene at the end where heart meets heart

* And Rebekabh lifted up her eyes, and when she saac¢]she alighted from the camel, and said to the
servant, "Who is the man yonder, walking in thédfi® meet us?" The servant said, "It is my masteo.
she took her veil and covered herself. And theadrtold Isaac all the things that he had donenTkaac
brought her into the tent, and took Rebekah, shredbecame his wife; and he loved he®o Isaac was

comforted after his mother's death. (Genesis 287192-

* The last words of the servant are here. When Rébsdes Isaac walking in the field, she says, "Vgho i
this man!" And the servant's words ark,i§ my master." This is the place to which we are to bring
men and women The time comes in our dealing with them whenmuest stop talking about our own
personal testimony We must turn them to look at the one who is winning tkir hearts, and say,

"There he is, it's the Master. You deal with him nowjust talk directly with him."

e Butlook at the servant standing by. Can't you iimabim grinning from ear to ear, registering the joy
in his heart at the fulfilment of his mission in kringing a bride for Isaac. Doesn't it remind you of those
words of John the Baptist when he introduced thel LJ@sus to Israel and his disciples left him ardtwo
follow the Lord? Someone asked him how he felt, laadaid, Me who has the bride is the bridegroom;
the friend of the bridegroom who stands and hearsim rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice;
therefore, this joy of mine is now full. He must icrease, but | must decreasé(John 3:29-30 ). We are

like that servant.

* We can expect the same brimming of joy in our ownémarts as we watch someone join together with

his Lord in new life.

» Do you see nouhat the story of Abraham's servant is your story & well?

Holy, Holy, Holy- London Orchestra Festival

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2.Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,

casting down their golden crowns around the glaesy,
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

4.Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth akgl and
sea.

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,

God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

AMEN!

Sweet Hour of Prayer — Sandy Patti

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!
That calls me from a world of care,

And bids me at my Father’s throne

Make all my wants and wishes known.

In seasons of distress and grief,

My soul has often found relief,

And oft escaped the tempter’s snare,

By Thy return, sweet hour of prayer!

| Need Thee Every Hour

I need Thee every hour, most gracious Lord;

no tender voice like Thine can peace afford.

Refrain:

I need Thee, O | need Thee;/every hour | need Thee;
O bless me now, my Savior, | come to Thee.

Just as | am, Without one Plea

Just as | am, without one plea,

Just as | am, without one plea,

but that Thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidst me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Turn Your Eyes on Jesus

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,

Look full in His wonderful face,

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace. (3X)







