Sat. Morning Prayer: Phil Twente 714 425 9221

ABRAHAM — .. “CALLED THE FRIEND OF GOD” -

(HIS SECOND DIALOGUE WITH GOD) - GENESIS 12:4-9

[12:4] So Abram departed as the LORD had spokemitm, and Lot went with him. And
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departechfHaran. [5] Then Abram took Sarai
his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all theiogsessions that they had gathered, and the
people whom they had acquired in Haran, and theydgded to go to the land of Canaan. So
they came to the land of Canaan. [6] Abram passebtigh the land to the place of Shechem
(shoulder, strength) as far as the terebinth tree of Mordimstruction).

This is more than just a record of what happened té\bram when he first entered the land.
It is also a very accurate picture of the conditios of a Spirit-filled life.

The first thing we are told is thatAbram passed through the lando the place at
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. These hames are mosvealing. Shechem means
"shoulder," and the shoulder is to the Hebrew_a syrhol of strength. We think of the
shoulder of a mountain in the same way.

The name Moreh means "instruction" and when we commme these two words, we get our
first glimpse of what it is like in the land.Only as we are taught the Word of God
by the Spirit of God do we find strength to live.

1Pe 2:2-3 as newborn babes, desire the pure miilthe word, that you may grow thereby, [3]
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious

And the Canaanites were then in the land.

The second picture we have here is that life in thand is to bea life of constant

conflict. We read, "At that time the Canaanites were in theand." These Canaanites were
the pagan tribes which afflicted Israel all throughtheir history. When Israel came back into
the land after their stay in Egypt, God ordered theextermination of these tribes, but Israel
failed to carry it through. Therefore, these peopléhounded and bothered and afflicted

Israel as a thorn in their side the whole of theitistory. They are thus_an accurate picture
for us of those manifestations of evil we live witland continually wrestle against. They are
named for us in the New Testament in many placefride, arrogance, conceit,
malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, evil speaking, hafiul and hating one

another, etc.They areour daily enemies-- these manifestations of self which make
our existence a life of continual conflict.

[7] Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "Vour descendants | will give this land.”
And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had jpgared to him.

Thirdly, it is also a life of continual cleansing,

We think of an altar as a symbol of worship, whicht is, but the essence of its meaning is
that it is first a place of cleansing, which provi@s the basis for worship. The reason for a
daily altar is the urgent need for cleansing in outives. Every believer needs the cleansing of
blood, the cross of Christ, to which he can come drjudge ourselves as it exhibits itself in
His life. So many Christians seem to feel they neélde cross only at the beginning of their
Christian life, but we need it every day, for it isthe word of the cross which is the power of

God in daily life. This is why Paul cries,'l die daily" (1 Cor. 15:31b). Therefore, this life
of the Spirit's fullness must be a life of continubcleansingby the cross of

Christ.



[8] And he moved from there to the mountain ea$Bethel (house of God) and he pitched
his tent with Bethel on the west and &uin) on the east;

The fourth point is that this is a life of unending choiceAbram pitched his tent
between Bethel and Ai. Bethel means "the house ofo@," Ai means "ruin." This is just
where we must live the Christian life, ever lookinegither to the things of God, or to the ruin
of the flesh. We can choose to go to Bethel or ta,A0 Christ or self -- it can never be both. |
am either pleasing myself, or pleasing him. | am #ier at Bethel, the house of God, or at Ai,
the place of ruin. 1 must continually choose.

there he built an altar to the LORD and called ohg name of the LORD. [9] So Abram
journeyed, going on still toward the South.
Abram pitched his tent

The last characteristic isrepresented by the tentwhat did Abram do when he got to
the land? He journeyed on! He never stopped for lan He lived in a tent because he was a
pilgrim in the land. He could never settle down; hecould only sojourn for awhile. All
through the New Testamenthe Christian pilgrim is exhorted to walk in the

Spirit. Walk, walk, walk! When you have learned a lesson from God, that is hthe
end. That is just another step. Tomorrow there is aother step to be taken, and another the
day after that, and another the day following. Howthe flesh resents this. We are always
delighted when the Spirit of God drives us to the lace where we achieve some victory,
overcome some habit, take some needed step. Andrihge want to settle down there. We
say to the Lord, "You go on for a while and leave ra here. | want to enjoy this for a bit."
But he will not let us stop._Life in the land is dife of continual progress, a never-ending
journey.

Everyone is living in_one of three places -- Ur, Han, or Canaan. Do you have dual or even
a triple citizenship?

Where do you live? What a question to search the het!

Ur is the land of death and darkness, the land intavhich we were born.

Haran is the half-way house where we gain the outwd appearance of being religious but
where there is no inward reality.

Canaan is the land of power and blessing, the placd the Spirit's fullness.
Have you entered the land of power and blessing, ¢hplace of the Holy
Spirit’s fullness?

Summary:

Abram passed through the land - Only as we are tadm the Word of God by the
Spirit of God do we find strength to live.

A life of enemies, of constant conflict - pride, angance, conceit, malice, deceit,
hypocrisy, envy, evil speaking, hateful and hatingne another, etc. They are our
daily enemies.

A life of continual cleansing, this life of the Spit's fullness must be a life of
continual cleansing by the cross of Christ.

A life of unending choice.

A life represented by the tent. The Christian pilgim is exhorted to walk in the
Spirit. Walk, walk, walk!

Where do you reside? In Ur? In Haran? In Canaan?

Have you entered the land of power and blessing, éplace of the Holy Spirit's
fullness?




