
[bookmark: _Hlk483315321]2 COR. Chapter  1 – Greeting; Comfort in Suffering; Delivered from Suffering; Paul’s Sincerity; Sparing the Church

OBSERVATION	                                                                                         INTERPRETATION                                                                              APPLICATION
Monday 7:00pm, H 105 (1st floor, High School--foot of stairs, behind the gym, by the vending machine area), Tuesday 7:00am, Family, Room, CCCM – Phil Twente, cell #714 425 9221;  email – ptwente@gmail.com  For past studies, audio plus notes, go to: www.ptwente.com  Click on “Latest Studies” on the right side.  References include commentaries by numerous pastor/teachers.

[bookmark: _Hlk480531927]2 CORINTHIANS, Chapter  1 – Correcting a Misunderstanding & Falsehoods
In 1 Cor. 16:5-8. Paul said that he would visit Corinth, staying awhile and maybe even spend the winter with them. He then added, the very important note, “if the Lord permits!”  Because of an open door of opportunity in Ephesus that he felt he needed to stay there until Pentecost.  Due to unseen events, Paul was required to change these plans.  In Acts 19 we are told of the riot that took place at Ephesus, endangering the very life of Paul, causing him to have to flee. In Corinth there were those who were not loyal to Paul or with his teachings.  They falsely accused Paul of not teaching the truth.  They did not like Paul’s message of grace.  They were saying he’s not really an apostle.  He is really sort of self-appointed.  They were challenging Paul’s teachings and his apostleship.  And they were seeking to undermine Paul’s influence in the lives of the people of Corinth.  
As Paul is now writing this epistle, known at Second Corinthians, he is writing out of a heart that is aching.  A heart that is hurting because of the attitude that a group of people in Corinth had taken against him because of what these people were saying.  His influence is being threatened in being able to really instruct them in the Word of God because of the back-stabbing that was going on in the church in Corinth.  It is tragic that it seems like throughout the history of the church, going clear back to this time, that there is a certain amount of back-stabbing that goes on within the body of Christ.  The Lord tells us to mark those which cause division.  God said that He hated those who sow discord among brethren.  But there are those who try to sort of elevate their own causes by undermining others.  Such was the case with Paul.  It caused Paul heartache that this was going on.  So this second letter is born out of heartache.  As we look at different portions how that they were seeking to undermine Paul.

Key Points – chapter 1
v. 1  Paul’s apostleship by the will of God. 
v. 2  His greeting – “grace and peace” 
v. 3  The Father of mercies; the God of all comfort!  
v. 4  Comforting us to enable our comforting others! 
v. 5  Abounding in suffering and in consolation
v. 6  If afflicted, it’s for consolation, salvation, and enduring – for us; for others
v. 7  Be steadfast in suffering; you will be comforted!
v. 8  Paul burdened beyond measure
v. 9   Impossible situations – like death – trust in God, not man!
v. 10  Who delivered us; does deliver us; and will deliver us!
v. 11  Importance of prayer; thanks for it!
vs. 12-14  Clear conscience -simplicity and godly sincerity, by God’s grace, more abundantly toward you; boasting in you.
vs. 15-16  Planned to come twice; blessings
vs.17-18  Not frivolous, trustworthy plans; 
v. 19  Gospel preached- not Yes and No, but totally “Yes”
v. 20  In Him Yes, so be it or Yes, come true
vs. 21-22  Commissioned by God; anointed and sealed by the Holy Spirit
v. 23  Heeding the Holy Spirit spares Corinthians
v. 24  Not boss but heart of a helper

[bookmark: _Hlk492901547]This heartache and correcting the misunderstanding is the tenor that we will be dealing with for the first seven chapters as Paul is defending himself against all of these false accusations that have been made and really showing his true heart of a true servant of God, He will tell them that he is not considering himself as the lord over the flock or whatever, but that he is to help them.  To help them to come into the full joy, that is theirs in Christ Jesus.



[bookmark: _Hlk492903223]“Near to the Heart of God” – Cleland McAfee; Joslin

There is a place of quiet rest, Near to the heart of God;
A place where sin cannot molest, Near to the heart of God.
Refrain:  
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, Sent from the heart of God;
Hold us, who wait before Thee, Near to the heart of God.

There is a place of comfort sweet, Near to the heart of God;
A place where we our Savior meet Near to the heart of God.

There is a place of full release, Near to the heart of God;
A place where all is joy and peace Near to the heart of God.

Cleland McAfee
This hymn was born out of tragic circumstances. Cleland McAfee (1866-1944) suffered the loss of two infant nieces to diphtheria in 1903.  McAfee was preacher and choir director of the campus Presbyterian church at Park College, Parkville, Mo. His daughter described the account in her book, Near to the Heart of God. Hymnologist William J. Reynolds quotes the account:
“The family and town were stricken with grief. My father often told us how he sat long and late thinking of what could be said in word and song on the coming Sunday.... So he wrote the little song. The choir learned it at the regular Saturday night rehearsal, and afterward they went to Howard McAfee’s home and sang it as they stood under the sky outside the darkened, quarantined house. It was sung again on Sunday morning at the communion service.... The hymn was first included in The Choir Leader, October, 1903.”


2 CORINTHIANS, Chapter  1 – Greeting; 
2Co 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia: 
[bookmark: _Hlk492633828]2Co 1:2  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Comfort (parakaleō; to call near, invite, invoke by imploration, exhortation or consolation in Suffering; 
2Co 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 
2Co 1:4  who comforts  us in all our tribulation (thlipsis – pressure, affliction, anguish, burdened, persecution, tribulation, trouble, suffocating, crushing us to death), that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
2Co 1:5  For as the sufferings of Christ abound (super abound) in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ. 
2Co 1:6  Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 


2Co 1:7  And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation. 

Delivered from Suffering; 
2Co 1:8  For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life. 





[bookmark: _Hlk491791199][bookmark: _Hlk491791200][bookmark: _Hlk491791201]1 –   The first identification in the ancient letters (scrolls) was the writer and here it’s – “Paul”.  Next he identifies himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God -no higher calling!  Then, the recipient of the letter, the church of God with all the saints there.
2 –   The greeting of this letter.  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Always in that order, first grace (Greek greeting), then peace (Hebrew greeting) from the Father and the Son.  Paul’s typical greeting in his epistles.
3 –   Our Supreme Maker and Creator is the Father, the source of mercies.  He is the God of not just a portion of comfort but He is the God of all comfort!
4 –   In every situation of great travail,  such as facing death or the death of a loved one, who can you turn to?  Only God knows you and all that is going on inside of you.  You  can talk it over with Him and be perfectly understood!  Only He can truly comfort you as He is the source of all comfort, especially at times when you don’t know if you will have another breath!  One great purpose of God in comforting us is so that we can bring comfort to others. God’s comfort can be given and received through others.
5 –   Notice even though our sufferings of Christ, as we live for the Lord, super abound in us, so does His consolation or comfort super abound in us!  He will supply all the comfort we need!
6 –   One reason Christians are afflicted is for God’s larger purpose in the suffering than just working on one’s self. God can and will bring consolation and salvation to others through these sufferings.  God did not only work through the suffering Paul endured. God also worked good things in the Corinthian Christians through the comfort Paul received from the Lord.
7 –   We know that as you are steadfast in the partaking of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation: Just as suffering is promised in the Christian life (Act_14:22, 1Th_3:3, Php_1:29, Rom_5:3), but so also is consolation in the midst of suffering.  
8 –   Although we don’t know what the exact nature of Paul’s trouble was, it is likely that the reference is to some terrible persecution which he had endured some short time before his writing this epistle; and with which the Corinthians had been acquainted. The important thing here is not the event of the trouble, but its effect, being burdened beyond measure, above strength the even the great Apostle Paul despaired even of life.
[bookmark: _Hlk487628257]1 –   May we pay attention to this epistle from Paul to the Corinthian Church, whom he loved.  We will see great openness and feeling expressed in this letter. 

2 –   You will never know the peace of God until you know the grace of God.  Do you know God?  We cannot trust Him unless we know how gracious He is!

3 –  Are you completely allowing God to be Father of mercies and the God of all comfort in all areas of your life? 

-4 –  Do you know that there are many and most difficult trials for every Christian.  We need that to have the character developed in our lives.  Being in circumstances where there is no human way out drives us to Him! Through the comfort that He has given us and gives us, we then are to be open to comfort others in any situation.  We need to know that He will meet us and comfort us – “You’re going to make it”!!  We need to be that comfort in our own limited way as we are led by the Holy Spirit.

5 –   At times every Christian may be subject of sufferings for Christ that may “super” abound.  However, the good news is that His comfort will always likewise, “super” abound in us.  Have you experienced both of these?
6 –   Can you see that in addition to our suffering in Christ changing us and developing character in us, He also, so efficiently, using these changes in us to comfort others who may be near their bottom with their suffering.


7 –   Are you steadfast in your hope because you know that as you  partake in suffering, you also will partake of His consolation? 


8 –   We see here that even the strongest of Christians at times can go through situations, so tough, so trying, that they may despair even of life itself.  Paul’s answer is like summed up in this verse;  Gal 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  Should this not be our remedy as well?


[bookmark: _Hlk490654338][bookmark: _Hlk492655750][bookmark: _Hlk492655751][bookmark: _Hlk492655752]9 –   Paul’s enemies must have said that they were going to kill him.  He despaired.  It was beyond him.  He couldn’t deal with it.  Sometimes God allows us to get into those situations that are really beyond our capacity, in order that we must look to God for the answers. Then God has then the opportunity to take over and to do for us what we can’t do for ourselves.  Paul was at that place.  He couldn’t handle it, but he would trust in God. 
10 --  Our Father has delivered us from death; He does deliver us and He will still deliver us!
11 –   Paul knew the value of intercessory prayer.  He did not hesitate to ask the church to pray for him. The Corinthians were really helping together with Paul when they prayed for him.  We often admire all the great things God did through Paul.  How often do we think of all the people who prayed for him? He credited them with much of his effectiveness in ministry.
12 –   Those Corinthians against Paul are now taking advantage of this necessity to alter plans in order to accuse Paul of insincerity.  So Paul declares my rejoicing and my comfort is this, the testimony of our conscience that we conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of, and more abundantly toward you.  
13 –   In light of their cynicism, Paul wanted the Corinthians to know he had no “hidden meanings” in his letters. His meaning was right out on top, for all to see. He assured them that he really was telling the truth, and wasn’t communicating with manipulative hidden meanings.
14 –  It was only a part of them that did acknowledge him, and receive and profit by his epistles and advice. We are your boast - You boast of us as the ministers of Christ through whom ye have believed; as we boast of you as genuine converts to the Christian faith, and worthy members of the Church of God.
Vs. 15-16 – Now this was my plan.  I wrote to you and really this was in my mind to do.  I haven’t changed my mind.  This is what I was intending to do. Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a double pleasure, I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to Judea.
2Co 1:9  Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, 
2Co 1:10  who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us, 
2Co 1:11  you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through many. 
Paul’s Sincerity; 
2Co 1:12  For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, and more abundantly toward you. 
2Co 1:13  For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or understand. Now I trust you will understand, even to the end 
2Co 1:14  (as also you have understood us in part), that we are your boast as you also are ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
2Co 1:15  And in this confidence I intended to come to you before, that you might have a second benefit—

 Sparing the Church
2Co 1:16  to pass by way of you to Macedonia, to come again from Macedonia to you, and be helped by you on my way to Judea. 

9 –   When you’re in over your head and there’s no way out.  What do you do?  Who do you trust?  We must then must not trust in ourselves but in our all-powerful Father, who raises the dead!


10 – How thankful are you that He has delivered you from death?  That He does deliver us and that He will deliver us?
11 –   Paul says thanks for praying for me!  Intercessory prayer is so important and effective.  Are we adequately praying for the work of the ministry?
12 –   Against the accusation that he is fickle and unreliable. Paul simply states that he has a clear conscience before God, and trusts that the Corinthian Christians will understand. He
conducted himself in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom. Are you ministering in godly sincerity?  Do you have a clear conscience before God?
13 –   In your life and ministry are there no hidden actions, no hidden motives and no hidden meanings.
14 –   Even though there were some who were cynical toward Paul, he is able to say, we are your boast!  Mutual rejoicing in one another. We are your rejoicing, even as you also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. It is happy when ministers and people do rejoice in each other here; and this joy will be complete in that day when the great Shepherd of the sheep shall appear.  Are you boasting in those who minister to you? 

Vs. 15-16 – Here is a good example of making plans.  It’s important to make plans, but God does what He wants and we need to adjust accordingly!  Paul is explaining the sincerity of his plans, but that they were changed by the Holy Spirit.  Are you flexible with regard to your plans, when the change is from the Lord through the Holy Spirit?


2Co 1:17  Therefore, when I was planning this, did I do it lightly? Or the things I plan, do I plan according to the flesh, that with me there should be Yes, Yes, and No, No? 




2Co 1:18  But as God is faithful, our word to you was not Yes and No. 



2Co 1:19  For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me, Silvanus, and Timothy—was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 
2Co 1:20  For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us. 
2Co 1:21  Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 


2Co 1:22  who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 







[bookmark: _Hlk490654353][bookmark: _Hlk483655104]17 –   …. planning this, did I do it lightly? Was it just a frivolous thing?  That is one of the accusations that Paul is frivolous.  Or the things I plan, do I plan according to the flesh, that with me there should be Yes, Yes, and No, No?  These are the things these detractors were saying about Paul to try to destroy his influence that he had in the ministry and in the teaching of these people.  Paul’s critics were saying that because you can’t trust Paul to do what he says, you can’t trust his teachings either.
18 –  Paul denies the accusation made against him.  He can say, “As God is faithful, so we were faithful in what we said to you.” That is integrity!  Our word to you was not Yes and No: Paul was not saying Yes and meaning No or saying No and meaning Yes, as he was being accused.

Vs. 91-21 –  Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us . . . was not Yes and No: Paul preached a Jesus who is completely reliable and worthy of trust. How could he be so quickly considered unreliable and untrustworthy?  Paul is alluding to a principle: the message affects the messenger. Paul could not so sincerely, and so strongly, preach a Jesus that was not Yes and No and he, himself, be untouched by that Jesus. This should have made the Corinthians more trusting of Paul.


22 –   Why did Paul change his plan? That is what the Corinthians wanted to know. Why did he say he was going to come directly to Corinth, and would come twice to the city, but instead did not come directly -- he went by way of Macedonia -- and he came only once? Here he says the Spirit of God opened his eyes to see factors in the situation that made him change his mind. He could see that the great promises of blessing that God had for this church at Corinth would only be fulfilled if he did not come directly to Corinth, but instead went to Macedonia and waited for Titus there. So, convinced of the Spirit, and in obedience to what he saw of the Spirit's teaching in this regard, with a clear conscience, Paul changed his original plan and went instead to Macedonia instead of Corinth.






17 --  Is your yes, yes and your no, no?  Are you known for keeping your word?







18 –   Can we say, but as God is faithful, our word to you was not Yes and No?



19 --  When we teach you the things about Jesus, with Jesus there is no yes and no, but it’s a yes! 
20  – Paul say he wasn’t using double-talk.  He wasn’t saying yes and no at the same time.  These accusations are false.  God knows!  He calls God as his witness.  God is true.  It wasn’t a yes and a no.  Can you say God is your witness in that you don’t say yes and no at the same time?    
-21  –   Here Paul is saying that  God is the one that’s established my ministry.  God is the one who has anointed me.  How true is it that God is the One who has anointed our ministries?

22 –   How effective are we in heeding the guiding of the Holy Spirit?  Even when it requires us to change our well made plans? 

Eph 1:13-14  In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, [14] who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
23 –   You are getting a very practical passage here on how the Spirit of God works to help us understand.  The Spirit knew that an immediate visit would not be good and spared the Corinthians.




24 -- Now this is a very important principle, because here the apostle is challenging one of the widespread misunderstandings in the church in our day One of the major problems the church is facing in our day is the widespread tendency to misunderstand the nature of authority and leadership within the church, the practice of having somebody who is regarded as the ultimate boss, and everybody has to get directions and permission from him to do anything. 

[bookmark: _Hlk486070285]
23 –   Paul tells the Corinthians one of the things the Spirit showed him that made him change his mind. Here is the first reason that Paul gives, But I call God to witness against me -- it was to spare you that I refrained from coming to Corinth. That is reason number one. He did not come because he wanted to spare them.

24 –   He goes on to say that he refrained from coming in order to preserve their freedom to act only as they were convinced the Lord wanted them to act, and not because he said so.  If Paul had come to Corinth the way he had originally planned, after having already paid them a painful visit, it's very likely that they would have felt much pressure upon them that they obeyed, but not out of conviction that was what the Lord wanted you to do. So I did not come, in order that you might preserve freedom to do what God wants, not what I want.  Paul said "We are not lords over your faith. We are not your boss. We have no authority to tell you what to do or what to say or how to act, but rather" (in a beautiful phrase he puts it), "we are fellow workers of your joy." That is wonderful!? Paul sees himself as a fellow worker, standing alongside them, helping them to understand what God wants so they would enter into the joy of the Lord. But he is not their boss.






2Co 1:23  Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, that to spare you I came no more to Corinth. 



2Co 1:24  Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow workers for your joy; for by faith you stand.
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2   CORINTHIANS,  Chapter  1  –   Correcting a Misunderstanding   &  Falsehoods   In  1 Cor. 16:5 - 8 . Paul said that he would visit Corinth,  staying awhile and maybe even spend the winter with  them. He then added, the very important note , “if the  Lord permits!”    Because of an open door of  opportunity in Ephesus that he felt he needed to stay  there until Pentecost.  Due to unseen events, Paul was  required to change these plans.  In  Acts 19   we are told  of the riot that took place at Ephesus, endangering the  very life of Paul, causing him to have to flee. In  Corinth there were those who were not loyal to Paul or  with his teachings.  They falsely accused Paul of not  teaching the truth.    They d id not like Paul’s message  of grace.  They were saying he’s not really an apostle.   He is really sort of self - appointed.  They were  challenging Paul’s teachings and his apostleship.  And  they were seeking to undermine Paul’s influence in  the lives of the p eople of Corinth.     As Paul is now writing this epistle, known at Second  Corinthians, he is writing out of a heart that is aching.   A heart that is hurting because of the attitude that a  group of people in Corinth had taken against him  because of what thes e people were saying.  His  influence is being threatened in being able to really  instruct them in the Word of God because of the back - stabbing that was going on in the church in Corinth.  It  is tragic that it seems like throughout the history of the  church , going clear back to this time, that there is a  certain amount of back - stabbing that goes on within  the body of Christ.  The Lord tells us to mark those  which cause division.  God said that He hated those  who sow discord among brethren.  But there are tho se  who try to sort of elevate their own causes by  undermining others.  Such was the case with Paul.  It  caused Paul heartache that this was going on.  So this  second letter is born out of heartache.  As we look at  different portions how that they were seek ing to  undermine Paul.    T his heartache and correcting the misunderstanding   is the  tenor that we will be dealing with for the first seven  chapters as Paul is defending himself against all of these  false accusations that have been made and really showing  his   true heart of a true servant of God, He will tell them that  he is not con sidering himself as the lord over the flock or  whatever, but that he is to help them.  To help them to come  into the full joy, that is theirs in Christ Jesus.         “Near to the Heart of God”   –   Cleland McAfee ; Joslin     There is a place of quiet rest, Near to  the heart of God;   A place where sin cannot molest, Near to the heart of God.   Refrain:      O Jesus, blest Redeemer, Sent from the heart of God;   Hold us, who wait before Thee, Near to the heart of God.     There is a place of comfort sweet, Near to the heart of G od;   A place where we our Savior meet Near to the heart of God.     There is a place of full release, Near to the heart of God;   A place where all is joy and peace Near to the heart of God .     Cleland McAfee   This hymn was born out of tragic circumstances. Cleland   McAfee  (1866 - 1944) suffered the loss of two infant nieces to diphtheria in  1903.    McAfee was preacher and choir director of the campus  Presbyterian church at Park College, Parkville, Mo. His daughter  described the account in her book, Near to the Heart of   God.  Hymnologist William J. Reynolds quotes the account:   “The family and town were stricken with grief. My father often  told us how he sat long and late thinking of what could be said  in word and song on the coming Sunday.... So he wrote the  little song.  The choir learned it at the regular Saturday night  rehearsal, and afterward they went to Howard McAfee’s home  and sang it as they stood under the sky outside the darkened,  quarantined house. It was sung again on Sunday morning at the  communion service....  The hymn was first included in The  Choir Leader, October, 1903.”    Key Points  –   chapter 1   v. 1    Paul’s apostleship by the will of God.     v. 2    His greeting  –   “grace and peace”     v. 3    The  Father of mercies; the  God of all  comfort!      v. 4    Comforting us to enable our comforting  others!     v.   5    Abounding in suffering and in consolation   v.  6     If a fflicted , it’s   for consolation, salvation,   and enduring  –   for us; for others   v. 7    Be steadfast in suffering; you will be  comforted!   v. 8    Paul burdened beyond measure   v. 9     Impossible situations  –   like  death  –   trust in  God, not man!   v.   10    Who delivered us; does deliver us; and  will deliver us!   v.  11    Importance of prayer; thanks for it!   v s . 12 - 14     Clear conscience  - simplicity and  godly sincerity, by God’s grace, more  abundantly toward you; boasting in  you.   v s . 15 - 16     P lanned to come twice ;   blessings   vs.17 - 18   Not frivolous, trustworthy plans;     v.   19    Gospel preached -   not Yes and No, but  totally “Yes”   v.  20   In Him Yes, so be it or Yes, come true   v s . 21 - 22     Commissioned by God; anointed and  sealed by the   Holy Spirit   v. 23    Heeding the Holy Spirit spares  Corinthians   v. 24    Not boss but heart of a helper    

