ECCLESIASTES CHAPTERS 1 & 2 — “THE VANITY OF LIFE; THE GRIEF OF WISDOM; THE VANITY OF PLEASURETHE END

OF THE WISE AND THE FOOL”

OBSERVATION

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION

Monday 7:00pm, H 105 (1st floor, High School--fooof stairs, behind the gym, by the vending machineraa), Tuesday 7:00am, Family, Room,
CCCM - Phil Twente, cell #714 425 9221; emailptwente@gmail.com For past studies, audio plus notes, go toitp://www.missioncalvary.com/
Click on “Bible Studies” on the left column. Refeences include commentaries by numerous pastor/teaefs.

THE VANITY OF LIFE

Ecc 1:1 The words of the Preacher, the son of Dh\Wing
in Jerusalem.

Ecc 1:2 "Vanity of vanities," says the PreacherVanity
of vanities, all is vanity."

Ecc 1:3 What profit has a man from all his labonlwhich
he toilsunder the sun?

THE VANITY OF SCIENCE — This Book is
remarkable in giving us laws of nature!

Ecc 1:4 One generation passes away, and another
generation comes; But the earth abides forever.

Ecc 1:5 The sun also rises, and the sun goes dofumg
hastens to the place where it arose.

Ecc 1:6 The wind goes toward the south, And turns
around to the north; The wind whirls about continuig,
And comes again on its circuit.

Ecc 1:7 All the rivers run into the sea, Yet theasis not
full; To the place from which the rivers come, Thethey
return again.

Ecc 1:8 All things are full of labor; Man cannotpress it.

The eye is not satisfied with seeing, Nor the eifledl with
hearing.

Ecc 1:9 That which has been is what will be, Thahich is
done is what will be done, And there is nothing newder
the sun.

Ecc 1:10 Is there anything of which it may be sal&ee,
this is new"? It has already been in ancient timbsfore
us.

Ecc 1:11 There is no remembrance of former thindéor
will there be any remembrance of things that aredome
By those who will come after.

THE GRIEF OF WISDOM
Ecc 1:12 |, the Preacher, was king over Israel in
Jerusalem.

vs. 12 Solomon identifies himself as a preacher (philogopimight be a
better translation) because he feels he has samethisay.

v. 2 vanity of vanities; all is vanity. The word traatgd “vanity” does not
mean “conceited.” Rather, it means “wisp of vapdfahity, vanities is used
36 X in Ecclesiastes, In other words, Solomoraigrg) that, like a soap
bubble, everything lacks substance; everythingdaeklity. It's all empty.

v. 3 The phrase, “under the sun,” pops up over and ayain throughout
this book(29X — It is man’s viewpoint, not God'¢)—and therein lies
Solomon'’s problem. If you are looking for realisatisfaction, substance, or
happiness under the sun, you're in trouble. Yogeteto look up into
heaven, and to the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

v. 4 We celebrate a lot of holidays—Mother's Day, FaghBay,
Grandparents’ Day, In-Law Days. It seems Hallmasachs up a new
holiday every year. But | suggest we add one nGemetery Day—where
people walk through cemeteries and see the redlighat Solomon is
saying. Life is indeed a vapor. One generation coamgl it passes away. Th
earth keeps going—but what is the meaning?

v. 5 Under the sun, man'’s life is inconsequential! Meme and go.
Generations come and go. We're just as insigmifiea bugs, without God
in our life. The cycles continue!

v. 5-6 Even the wind currents—which, incidentally, wece recognized
scientifically until hundreds of years after Solameattest to the cyclical,
vaporous nature of life.

v. 7 Not only did Solomon have something to say aboatvgurrents, but he
also alludes to evaporation years before evaporatas understood. You
see, although the Bible is not a science booknsei@ever contradicts
Scripture. You'll never read stories about the ddrting held up on the
back of a giant tortoise as in Eastern religiouskiso There is no scientific
inaccuracy in its pages.

v. 8 The eye can never see enough. The hours speohindf television rise
every year. The ear can never hear enough. Foreghti-fi was the big thing.
Then it was stereo, followed by quadraphonic souadskert-lived fad—
followed by digital recordings and CDs. There’s aj@ something new to
see or something new to hear—but never enough.

v. 9 Even though people search for new things, newtsigiew sounds, in
reality, Solomon says, there’s nothing really new.

v. 10 Wait a minute, Solomon. There is something newavee—for if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature (2 Corinth&17). But in his
backslidden state, everything is redundant anditefeto Solomon. Apart
from God, life is boring

v. 11 What are the name of your great grandparents? wWdmathe
Heismann Trophy four years ago? Who won the Ostavdst actor three
years ago? In a hundred years, the household nafnteday will be
forgotten. Solomon knew this.

e

INTRODUCTION: Written in the latter years of his life, the

Book of Ecclesiastes is actually a journal of Salors
journey into carnality. In Deuteronomy 17, God sfeglly
said that when a king ascended the throne, he ata® n
multiply wives, horses, gold, or silver to himséfit with
seven hundred wives—plus three hundred concubares f
good measure, with enough horses to fill the massiv
stables at Megiddo, remnants of which still staoday, and
with enough gold in his kingdom to render silvatwally
worthless, it is obvious that Solomon ignored God's
injunction. This interests me because Solomon aswknfor
his wisdom—yet he ends up walking the path of & foo
point this out because where a person is strong#stery
often be the place of his greatest weakness. Cantsid
following... While the rest of the world partied addhnk,
Noah walked uprightly and found grace in the eyfeb®
Lord. And yet when did Noah fall? When he becamakir
in his tent (Genesis 9). In a lapse of faith, Alarak—the
father of faith—had relations with Hagar, produeesbn
named Ishmael, and gave birth to the problemseof th
Middle East that continue to this day (Genesis Réther
than speak to the rock as he was instructed, Mtses,
meekest man on the face of the earth, struckabger and
was barred access to the Promised Land as a result
(Numbers 20). Peter, the one who boldly said, “Tou
everyone else deny You, | never will,” denied Jesusear
of a servant girl (Mark 14). Peter was a man ofraga
who became a coward. Moses was a meek man, who,
pushed to the limit, lost his temper. Noah was a ofa
purity who became a drunkard. Abraham was a méaitbf
who failed in the flesh. And here Solomon, the ra&n
wisdom, plays the fool. Why? Because we have aeteryd
to keep our guard up in the areas we know we'rekwBat
in the area of our greatest strength, we’ll depemdur
own abilities and thereby become vulnerable tacktteom
the enemy. Where we're weak, we're always praying,
“Help me, Lord. Guard me. Protect me.” But wheréreve
strong, that's where we’ll often end up failing.tlsdook
into this journal of one man’s journey into cartialind see
what happened to the king who asked for wisdomnlinat
walked in foolishness...
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Ecc 1:13 And | set my heart to seek and search loyt
wisdom concerning all that is done under heavenigh
burdensome task God has given to the sons of magn, b
which they may be exercised.

Ecc 1:14 | have seen all the works that are doneler
the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and grasping fibre
wind.

Ecc 1:15 What is crooked cannot be made straigkiid
what is lacking cannot be numbered.

Ecc 1:16 | communed with my heart, saying, "Look,
have attained greatness, and have gained more wisdo
than all who were before me in Jerusalem. My heh#s
understood great wisdom and knowledge."

Ecc 1:17 And | set my heart to know wisdom and to
know madness and folly. | perceived that this also
grasping for the wind.

Ecc 1:18 For in much wisdom is much grief, And he
who increases knowledge increases sorrow.

THE VANITY OF PLEASURE — Continuing the
journey — under the sun!

Ecc 2:1 | said in my heart, "Come now, | will tegbu
with mirth; therefore enjoy pleasure”; but surelythis
also was vanity.

Ecc 2:2 | said of laughter—"Madness!"; and of mit,
"What does it accomplish?"

Ecc 2:3 | searched in my heart how to gratify mggh
with wine, while guiding my heart with wisdom, artbw
to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was gddor the
sons of men to do under heaven all the days of ithiges.
Ecc 2:4 | made my works great, | built myself hass
and planted myself vineyards.

Ecc 2:5 | made myself gardens amdchards, and |
planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.

Ecc 2:6 | made myself water pools from which totesr
the growing trees of the grove.

vs. 1:-13 Watch this. Here’'s Solomon'’s first attempt to firedlity. He
decides to look to philosophy to find the reasareibthings.

v. 14 Solomon discovered that wisdom and philosophy didpnovide the
answers to the problems of life.

vs. 14-15Solomon delves into the arena of philosophy andkfih empty.
“Life is a bad joke,” Camus concluded. Solomon pd&l him, saying,
“Philosophy doesn’t make crooked things straighdipesn’t solve problems;
it's empty and vain.”

V. 16 Experience must be tested by the Word of God.

vs. 16-17Experiment #2: “Philosophy doesn’t work. I'll trglecation,” said
Solomon. According to the Book of 1 Kings, Soloni@tame, among other
things, a botanist, a biologist, an astronomer,aniththyologist. He wrote
books and plays, poems, proverbs, and songs.

v.18Solomon discovered that the more one knows, the mioe realizes how
bad things really are. Joy and satisfaction damasease in ratio to the
increase of knowledge.

v. 1 Solomon abandoned his study of philosophy asdjhest for education
in orderto pursue pleasure He had probably tried everything known in the
way of pleasure. We are sex-mad people and dflave to show for it is low
morals and venereal disease in epidemic propotrtions

v. 2 What does mirth, what does it accomplish? It beeoboring. We think
that being clever and making people laugh would emendous asset. Yet,
in reality, drugs and suicide, misery and despaimh the comedic communityf
as much, if not more, than any other. We canndtappy unless and until we
are doing the purpose for which God createdRev 4:11 “Thou art worthy,
O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: fifvou hast created all
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were deh” (KJV). We are
created to be creative! Living got the Lord anc/iseg the Lord gives us that
of a sense of accomplishment and being a partroégung good. One of the
greatest feelings in life.

v. 3 In Proverbs 31, Solomon’s mother expressly told turstay away from
wine. Here, however, Solomon chooses to ignorevoets of warning.
Solomon filled himself with pleasure, partying, ijog, and drinking before
experimenting with another area: hobbies...”Undertsaven”, remember
that Solomon is a man probing and making experisapart from God.

vs. 4-6Why was Solomon involved in all these projects—ards and
gardens, aqueducts and pools? We know historiaatyarchaeologically that
for the most part, he undertook them as hobbies.

Man has tried to be happy without God. It is betied
every day by millions of people. The book showes th
absurdity of the attempt, Solomon, the wisest afi.mide
had a wisdom that was God-given. He tried evesiy fof
endeavor and pleasure that was known to man. His
conclusion was that all is vanity, empty, purposgle
Satisfaction in life can never be attained in trenner.

The experiments which Solomon made and his
experiences are shown as follows:

Science -Chapter 1:4-11

Wisdom and Philosophy, -Chapter 1:12-18
Pleasure, -Chapter 2:1-11

Materialism (Living for the “Now”) — Chapter 2:12-26
Fatalism —Chapter3:1-15

Egotism -Chapters 3:16-4:16

Religion —Chapter 5:1-8

Wealth —Chapters 5:9-6:12

Morality — Chapters 7:1-12:12

The Result of the Experiment/s -Chapter 12:13-14
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Ecc 2:7 | acquired male and female servants, arathh
servants born in my house. Yes, | had greater pessms
of herds and flocks than all who were in Jerusaldmfore
me.

Ecc 2:8 | also gathered for myself silver and gadd the
special treasures of kings and of the provincescijuired
male and female singers, the delights of the sohshen,
and musical instruments of all kinds.

Ecc 2:9 So | became great and excelled more thidm&o
were before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remdine
with me.

Ecc 2:10 Whatever my eyes desired | did not keepf
them. | did not withhold my heart from any pleasureor
my heart rejoiced in all my labor; And this was nngward
from all my labor.

Ecc 2:11 Then | looked on all the works that my s
had done And on the labor in which | had toiled; Ain
indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. aite was
no profit under the sun.

THE VANITY OF MATERIALISM

THE END OF THE WISE AND THE FOOL

Ecc 2:12 Then | turned myself to consider wisdomda
madness and folly; For what can the man do who seeds
the king?— Only what he has already done.

Ecc 2:13 Then | saw that wisdom excels folly Aghit
excels darkness.

Ecc 2:14 The wise man's eyes are in his head, Bt fool
walks in darkness. Yet | myself perceived That f#ane
event happens to them all.

Ecc 2:15 So | said in my heart, "As it happensttte fool,
It also happens to me, And why was | then more Wwise
Then | said in my heart, "This also is vanity."

Ecc 2:16 For there is no more remembrance of thisev
than of the fool forever, Since all that now is Wile
forgotten in the days to come. And how does a wismn
die? As the fool!

v. 7 Through all of his seeking, Solomon’s bank accdupit growing....

v. 8 Peculiar treasure - The greatest jewels andesff other kings, which
they gave to me, either as a tribute, or by wagresent. Of provinces -
Which were imposed upon or presented by all theipces of my
dominions.

v. 9 also my wisdom remained with me. Through all &f éxperimentation,
the Lord allowed Solomon to retain the one thirag the had initially asked
of Him (1 Kings 3).

v. 101 poured myself into my hobbies, my entertainment,career. And
my heart rejoiced—for a while,” said Solomon.

v. 11 grasping for the wind - | found myself wholly digisfied. No profit -
The pleasure was past, and | was never the bettér but as empty as
before. It's all meaningless. The purpose ofilfaot found in
accumulating things — in a bigger this or a bettat! Only the Kingdom of
God will live beyond our brief lifetimeA spiritual thirst and a spiritual
hunger can never be satisfied by a physical thingfLuk 12:15 And He
said to them, Take heed and beware of covetousness, for onessddes
not consist in the abundance of the things he passes." Cf. John 4:13-
14 ; 6:35; 7:37-38) We cannot enjoy the gifts from God unless we are in
harmony with God! We owe every breath to Him!

v. 121 turned -Being frustrated of my hopes in pleasurel returned to a
second consideratiorof my first choicewisdom, to see whether there was
not more satisfaction to be gotten from wisdomnthdiscovered at my first
view. Done - As by others, so especially by mysHiley can make no new
discoveries as to this point. They can make no rabtke pleasures of sens
than | have done. Let me then try once more, whetfsglom can give
happiness.

v. 13 I saw - | allowed thus much. Although wisdom is sofficient to
make men happy, yet it is of a far greater use #a@mpleasures, or any
other follies.

v. 14 Head - In their proper place. He hath the use o&ges and reason,
and foresees, and so avoids many dangers and afiscYiet -
Notwithstanding this excellency of wisdom aboveyfoht last they both
come to one end. Both are subject to the same itaapand to death itself,
which takes away all difference between them.

v. 15 Why - What benefit have | by my wisdom?

v. 16 For - Their memory, though it may flourish for asen, yet will in a
little time be worn out; as we see it, most of tige men of former ages,
whose very names, together with all their monumerts utterly lost. As the
fool - He must die as certainly as the fool, justlge fool does! The same
thing happens to everyone, no matter how muchdhey how many
degrees or whatever! No one can enjoy life umiil anless they can
understand death! Jesus is the only answer th'deddhn 11:25-26

Vs. 11-19 Looking over his orchards, pools, heysad
fortune, Solomon rejoiced for a season. But thenitht
dawned on him, for, although he had been wise, aebrk
hard, and educated himself, he realized he would
eventually die just like the fool. And all of higlnes could
be passed on to an idiot of a son who wouldn’t egipte
them or know how to handle them. Poor, poor Solamon
You see, the average person knows he’s not hapaty, t
life is empty. But he thinks he’s going to be hapgysoon
as he gets his next raise, his next girlfriend neist
degree. So he lives in the hope of happiness. dot s
Solomon. He had nothing to look forward to. He s
the top. He had it all. And he says, “Guess what niot
there.”

Why was this book written? To tell us that someone
has been where the average person wants to be—and
has found it bogus, for in Ecclesiastes we hear the
lonely whine of the top dog

Alexander the Great experienced the same thing wdten
33, he wept because there were no more worldsifotd
conquer.

You will not be satisfied with a litle more money with

a different lady, with a higher career move, or thenext
educational degree. It's all emptyKind of a depressing
picture so far. But at the end of the book is Agean.

You see, jewelers traditionally put diamond ring®lack
boxes because black provides a perfect contraketo
brilliance of the diamond. This is the black boang. The
gem is yet to come.

v. 16 Ernest Hemmingway should be the poster lhoy o
Ecclesiastes: “Every man'’s life ends the same way. It i
only the details of how he lived and how he dieat th
distinguish one man from another.” Voltaire — &té life,
but I'm afraid to die!”




ECCLESIASTES CHAPTERS 1 & 2 — “THE VANITY OF LIFE; THE GRIEF OF WISDOM; THE VANITY OF PLEASURETHE END
OF THE WISE AND THE FOOL”

OBSERVATION INTERPRETATION APPLICATION
Monday 7:00pm, H 105 (1st floor, High School--fooof stairs, behind the gym, by the vending machineraa), Tuesday 7:00am, Family, Room,
CCCM - Phil Twente, cell #714 425 9221; emailptwente@gmail.com For past studies, audio plus notes, go toitp://www.missioncalvary.com/
Click on “Bible Studies” on the left column. Refeences include commentaries by numerous pastor/teaefs.

Ecc 2:17 Therefore | hated life because the worlat v. 17 Life - My life was a burden to me. Is grievouslthuman designs and
. . . works are so far from yielding me satisfactiont the consideration of them

was done under _the sun Was_dlstressmg to me, fbisa increases my discontent.

vanity and grasping for the wind. _ _ _ v.18 All my labor - All these riches and buildings, amither fruits of my labor,

Ecc 2:18 Then | hated all my labor in which I hatbiled || were aggravations of my misery. Because - Becamsest, and that

under the sun, because | must leave it to the marow everlastingly, leave them all behind me.

. v. 19 Or a fool - Who will undo all that | have donedatrn the effects of
will come after me. . . my wisdom into instruments of his folly. Some thim& had such an opinion
Ecc 2:19 And who knows whether he will be wisezor of Rehoboam.

fool? Yet he will rule over all my labor in which tioiled v. 20 Despaired - | gave myself up to despair of egaping that satisfaction

and in which | have shown myself wise under the sun || Which I promised to myseif.
This also is vanity vs. 20- 21 With seven hundred wives and three hundred conesbiSolomon

) . left but one son, Rehoboam. If Solomon doubtedbiiBs ability to rule, his

Ecc 2:20 Therefo_re I turned my heart and despairefl suspicions would prove to be correct for it wasarf@ehoboam'’s reign that
all the labor in which | had toiled under the sun. not only would Israel split into the northern amdithern kingdoms, but that
Ecc 2:21 For there is a man whose labor is with pagan worship would thrive.

; ar. - v. 22 For what - What comfort or benefit remains to amgn after this short
W|s_dom, knowledge, and skill; yet he must _Ieavg hls_ and frail life is once ended?
heritage to a man who has not labored for it. Thifs0 is || ys. 22-23Here we see a perfect description of the man vaesrit know
vanity and a great evil. God: his days are joyless, his nights restless.
Ecc 2:22 For what has man for all his labor, andif the V. 24 Enjoy - That he should thankfully take, and fresy cheerfully enjoy

Striving of his heart with which he has toiled undéhe the comforts which God gives him. It was - A siragugift of God.

sun? _ _ v. 25 More than | - Therefore he could best tell whethey were able of
Ecc 2:23 For all his days are sorrowful, and hisovk themselves, without God's special gift, to yielthan content, in the enjoying
burdensome; even in the night his heart takes netre of them. Who can pursue them with more diligentxaio them with more

readiness, or embrace them with more greediness?

This also is vanity. v. 26 T Our Constitution tells us we are guaranteed itji& to pursue

Ecc 2:24 Nothing is better for a man than that he happiness. Yet as wonderful as that sounds pdlitjéais disastrous in
should eat and drink, and that his soul should egjo reality, for happiness will never be found by thege pursue itHappiness is
gOOd in his labor. This also, | saw, was from thard of an elusive butterfly—the more you chase it, thekgii it flies away. The only
God way to find real life is to let it go, die to se#fnd seek first the kingdom of

. God, whereby all you ever longed for will be addetb you (Matthew 6:33).
Ecc 2:25 For who can eat, or who can have enjoyrmen

more than 1?
Ecc 2:26 For God gives wisdom and knowledge ang jq
to a man who is good in His sight; but to the sinmde
gives the work of gathering and collecting, that heay
give to him who is good before God. This also isitya
and grasping for the wind.
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Ecclesiastes 1-2

Ecclesiastes 1-2
Tape #7234
By Chuck Smith

Tonight we begin the book of Ecclesiastes. | warltggin the book of Ecclesiastes in | Kings chapteven because this gives us a little bit
of a background of the writing of Ecclesiastes.ofwn is now an old man; he is looking at life witfe advantage of hindsight. He’s looking
back over all of his accomplishments, all of hisspits. He sees the emptiness of his life. | Kiclgapter eleven gives us sort of a background and
the reason for the observations that Solomon miakiésclesiastes because it tells of the later ye8lomon when he became old.

“But king Solomon loved many strange women, togettith the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and téiti Of the nations concerning which the LORD lzad s
unto the children of Israel, You shall not go ititem, neither shall they come in unto you: for sutieey will
turn away your heart after their gods: Solomonelanto these in love. And he had seven hundredswive
princesses, and three hundred concubines: andves turned away his heart. For it came to passywh
Solomon was old, that his wives turned away histregter other gods: and his heart was not pevigtt the
LORD his God, as was the heart of David his fatRer.Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddessef th
Zidonians,” (I Kings 11:1-5).

She was the female fertility goddess or the sexigssl

“and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonitésd Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and
went not fully after the LORD, as did David histfat. The did Solomon build an high place for Chemdtise
abomination of Moab, in the hill that is beforeukslem, and for Molech, the abomination of thedrbkih of
Ammon. And likewise did he for all his strange wdy&hich burnt incense and sacrificed unto thegtsgé\nd
the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his eastturned for the LORD God of Israel, which had
appeared unto him twice, (I Kings 11:5-9).
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At the beginning of his reign, the Lord appearetbusolomon to give him is choice; “What would yoesite of me?” We remember that
David had told Solomon to see after wisdom. So 18olo said, “I want wisdom to judge your great pebplde Lord said, “Because you asked
for wisdom and not for riches or fame, | will givato you wisdom but | will also give riches and &mThen later, when Solomon dedicated the
temple unto God, God appeared to Solomon agairiraresponse to his prayer he said, “If my peoplelsaname will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face, then will | hear from heasaah | will heal their nation”. But Solomon turnfrdm the Lord tragically. Nehemiah makes a
note of this in the thirteenth chapter of Nehenaalne is bringing Solomon into the record, verssntysix, he said,

“Did not Solomon the king of Israel sin by thesmgs, yet among many nations there was no kingHike
who was beloved of his God and God make hem kimeg al Israel. Nevertheless, even him did outlamdis
women to sin.”

Now under the law, God commanded that when you Rangs over you, that the kings were not to muwtipiives unto themselves, neither
were they to go back to Egypt to trade for horses o forth. Yet that is exactly what Solomon did; multiplied wives and he went back to
Egypt and the Lord said, “Because they will turrurybeart away from me”. God knows, we so often sraggue with God, we argue with the
commandments of God, we think that we know betterae think that it won't happen to me. Surely Swobm, with all of his wisdom, thought,
“Well, I'm too wise to get caught up with that. Thaill never happen to me because I'm so wise”. Y@not so wise when you go against the
word of God, that's not wise at all.

Turning from God in order to please the many witreg he had taken from the various lands round a®olomon became jaded; he became
cynical and in the later years of his life was gmgoid unfulfilling. As he looked back over his litee saw the emptiness of that life that was spent
in the pursuit of pleasure and the pursuit of riche

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, kinderusalem (1:1).

This identifies the author of the book as Solomenduse he is the only son of David who reigneceimshlem. He gets right off with the
theme of the book.

Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity afiies; all is vanity (1:2).

This vanity of vanities is for emphasis a repetitlike you have the holy of holies or the most hplgce. The repetition of vanity and the
vanity isn’t as we use it in our modern sense azesme who is always looking at themselves in theomand primping and as being a very vain
person, it's not the meaning of the Hebrew worde fieaning is really emptiness. It is a word thatingilar to the word breath, trying to grab
hold of a breath, there is nothing there, the@igmptiness. So he is talking about the emptiokeli®, as he discovered it in his later years and
discovered the emptiness of all of the things lteahad accomplished and done.

What profit hath a man of all his labour which laé&éth under the sun? (1:3).
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This phrase, “under the sun,” is again a phrasevtiawill find repeated through the book, “vanitghd “under the sun” are two repeated
phrases. That is, life in this world; life aparbrin the purpose and the consciousness of God. hdetse pursuit of your own selfish ambitions,
empty. Solomon speaks of the emptiness that heew@eriencing there in his later years and all efabcomplishments he had done through life.

He speaks of how life goes on. There seems torberetonous cycle to life and after a while youtiyed of the monotony; one day follows
another that follows another.

One generation passeth away, and another generatareth: (1:4).
It goes on, change of face and change of scenddgbes on pretty much as it always has.
but the earth Abideth for ever (1:4).

It's still here. We are still on the planet eartlt generation follows generation. “the earth Abdietrever” (1:4), it doesn’t mean that literally.
It's just speaking that the earth remains heretieitHebrew text does not allow for an eternal e&tme people try to use this for that the earth
is going to abide here forever. The Bible tellsthet the earth is going to dissolve with a ferveadt, it's going to pass away. The earth is not
eternal and we know that the sun is in the prooésecaying. The sun gives off one million two hredithousand tons of mass every second
that’s put out into space as energy. Thus the sgiowly being reduced, in fact in ten billion ygathe sun will not give off sufficient energy to
support life on the earth. So if you don't have thimg else to worry about, worry about that. It Wwbmean that in ten billion years the earth
could not be inhabited. | don't think it could mhabited in another twenty-five years in the wayane going.

The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down,.(1:5)

This again is speaking again figuratively. We kritvat the earth turns upon its axis but we talk alsaarise and sunset. Does that mean we
are not scientific? That we are a bunch of dopaswuile think that the sun rises and the sun sdier#ttan realizing that the earth is turning on its
axis and thus it appears that the sun rises appitars that the sun sets. He uses the same ifigukitd of speech.

and hasteth to his place where he arose (1:5).
In the morning it is back over in the east agaid might it rushes around the other side and coraek around.

The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth albmitb the north; it whirleth about continually, aride wind returneth
again according to his circuits (1:5-6).

The jet streams moving and the changing of thetjems and the changing of the barometric pressun@ the changing of the heats and so
you have your highs and lows and the cold air ngin to fill the void where the hot air has ris&éhe changing of the winds, sometimes we have
the east wind blowing, sometimes we have the wewl Wwowing and so here’s this constant activitpmoiphe earth that just seems to continue.
There’s monotony to the things is what he is saying

All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea isfdit (1:7).
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It doesn’t overflow.
unto the place from whence the rivers come, thithey return again (1:7).

We know the hydraulic cycle of how that the rivara into the sea and the sea is never full bectngssun upon the oceans causes the water
to vaporize into its component gasses of hydrogehoxygen which go up and form clouds which areiedrby the winds over the land masses.
As they begin to cool, the water begins to condemmgkthe snow falls on the mountains and the ssaame from the snows and they flow into
the sea and so you have your hydraulic cycle. Aghere is sort of a monotony he sees in all &.thi

All things are full of labour; man cannot utter (tt:8).
There never seems to be a place of full satisfaciibere is always this movement but never a phdsatisfaction.
the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the dladfwith hearing (1:8).
Always looking for something new, something else.
The thing that hath been, it is that which shall (1€9).
Here is the monotony; there is nothing really new.
and that which is done is that which shall be dqie9).

Things have a way of cycling, fashions have a wiagyoling and morals have a way of cycling. Thezally is nothing new. We talk about
surrogate motherhood; well Abraham practiced thitt tdagar. So what’s new? You can find these thithgs we think are so modern today and
you can go back. Like people living together, justve in, “we really are hip, we just live togethéfe are not married”. Jesus said to the woman
at the well, “Well you've had five husbands and gfog you are living with now you are not marrietl Well what's new?

The thing that hath been, it is that which shall &ed that which is done is that which shall be etofi:9).

We just repeat, we repeat patterns. There areidefiatterns that we can see repeated. The motterps get so low that we are in danger
then of extermination and so there comes this amagehat, “hey we can’t go on”. There comes sbd moral awakening and people enact laws
and all to protect the society. We have sort af\aval and then things start decaying again ang ¢fe¢ lower, lower and lower until they get so
down that it takes again a new movement. It's fusycle again and so we move in these cycles.

and there is no new thing under the sun (1:9).
Life goes on one generation after another.
Is there any thing whereof it may be said, Ses,ithnew? It hath been already of old time, whicets Wwefore us (1:10).

It has already been, plumbing, we think that's salemn. Indoor plumbing, Abraham had it. What's sw/ Its just life seems to cycle.
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There is no remembrance of former things; (1:11).

People are so quickly forgotten. If you live to fiaety-five years old, don't expect many peopledtme to your funeral. You've outlived
everybody that knows you. | had a funeral years\aigen | was pastoring in Tucson Arizona and theyegae all of the background of this
woman, she was in her ninety’s and she died. Theg gne her little bio. This gal had done everythatge was the president of this and she was
in charge of that, she was a real socialite indagr. Her bio was tremendous. The only ones to ih@are her grandkids, even her own children
died just her grandkids were still alive and thegrevat the funeral. | thought, “my this is tradiee grandkids at this funeral for this woman who
lived such a rich and lustrous life but she lived long”. So there’s not a lot of people here twkall the wonderful things she had done seventy
years before and fifty years earlier.

The remembrance of those people passed. If we wsiattl naming off people who had done famous aedtghings back in the eighteen
hundreds, you'd say “Who? Who are they?” You just'dremember and they’re going to forget you, ddhnink your something because you're
going to be forgotten too. Life goes on.

neither shall there be any remembrance of thingsdhe to come with those that shall come aftet 1}.:
Even as the past has been forgotten so the plieggrihg to be forgotten.

| the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalemd Agave my heart to seek and search out by wissimroerning all things
that are done under heaven: (1:12-13).

| decided to sit down and analyze life. These thithgit are done under the sun, see if by wisdooaltoccome to an understanding.
this sore travail hath God given to the sons of nwabe exercised therewith (1:13).
Life, a sore travail that we have to endure.

I have seen all the works that are done under the and behold, all is vanitiempty] and vexatiorfrustrating] of spirit
(1:14).

Everything is empty; everything brings me to frasbn which is a sense of emptiness which is botrobthe consciousness that life must be
more than | have yet experienced. There has go¢ tmore to life than this. | haven't yet achieveditiained and | feel this frustration because |
feel there’s got to be more to life than what | kebwn or experienced.

That which is crooked cannot be made straight: §1:1

This is a position that was also taken by the Gpelosophers many years later. The Greek philosgphad concluded that the redemption
of a fallen man was impossible. Once a man has doma the path into drugs or into sin or whateweere is no redeeming that man, he’s
hopeless. The Greek philosophers that concluded¢kamption of a lost man was impossible. Solos®id, “that which is crooked cannot be
made straight” (1:15). This is true apart from 3eStrist.
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When the rich young ruler came to Jesus and asked ke had to do to have eternal life and Jesds 4aiep the commandments” and he
said, “which one?” Jesus gave him the commandnibatsiealt with his relationship with fellow mere kaid, “I've done that from my youth but
what do | lack yet?” Jesus said, “If you would kEfpct than take everything you have and sell i gine the money to the poor and come and
follow me and you will have great treasures in kedyv He went away sorrowful because he was a \iety man. Jesus then turned to his
disciples and said, “How hard it is for a rich ntarenter the kingdom of heaven. In fact it's eafiera camel to go through an eye of a needle
than it is for a rich man to enter the kingdom ehwen”. Peter said, “Well Lord, who then can beed&’ and Jesus said, “With man it is
impossible”. The crooked cannot be made straigfatt which is lost cannot be redeemed apart frorasJ€$rist; “With man it is impossible”
Jesus affirms “but with God all things are possibldnat’'s what the gospel is all about. That's what are proclaiming to a crooked world, it can
be straight. That's the good news. The good newaften man is you can be redeemed. That's thesagesof the church. The crooked can be
straightened; the lost can be redeemed througpawer of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We’ve seewmdt and over and over again.

He is talking from purely the human standpoint, bisservation of life. “That which is crooked canrm made straight” (1:15). The
philosophers observed the same thing, “that whidbst cannot be redeemed”. Apart from the gosbelsaying is true.

and that which is wanting cannot be numbered (1:15)

In other words, there are so many things that acking in a persons life that you cannot numbemth&hat which is wanting is beyond
number.

I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, | ameto great estate, (1:16).
Looked around and saw what | had and said, “Wam la wealthy man”.

and have gotten wisdom than all they that have lbedéore me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had grepémance of wisdom
and knowledge (1:16).

Solomon was indeed a very wise man. His wisdomlegsndary. He wrote books on the subjects of zgologl biology and botany. He also
wrote three thousand proverbs, a thousand ang$§igkns; “| was extremely wise and extremely wedlthle was meditating, looking in his own
heart and looking around at what he’s got and ldedlti@ined knowledge and wisdom beyond any of tddgressors in Jerusalem.

And | gave my heart to know wisdom, and to known@ssl and folly: | perceived that this also is vexaffrustrating] of
spirit. For [he discoveredin much wisdom is much grief: (1:12-18).

The more you know about the world in which we lithegs more grief you realize is experienced by peapthis world.
and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth so(fio®8).

Our press and our media, keeps us in touch witkvtrél with which we live; the age of informatiote are able to communicate by satellite
instantly with other parts of the world. We knownmadiately what's happened in Irag. We have thegesatellite that are up there. We know the
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movements of nations; we know when they are magsiiogs at various borders. The technology of thesatellites has become so sophisticated
that we can follow the movement of the Russian amvey/ can read the cereal numbers on their jeepgesknow when they moved them and
parked them a block away. It's amazing the techmplo this day of information. The more we knowe timore sorrow we realize is in the world.
We know of all the killings, we know of all the terist activities, we know of all the kidnappings know of all of the abuses, of the wars, of the
bloodshed, of the tornadoes, of the fires, of trthguakes and we know of the hurricanes, we kntt: &/ith much knowledge we realize there
is just a lot of sorrow,

I said in my heart, Go to nglive it up] I will prove thee with mirththrough partyingkherefore enjoy pleasure: (2:1).

Reality brings you to a feeling of hopelessnessdegpair. So forget it, turn yourself over and igdun pleasure, escape into pleasure, get on
the party routine.

and, behold, this also is vanity [empty] (2:1).

It is interesting that the philosophy of extentdéiaia, which is the current thought among the edarsatoday, is a philosophy of despair and it
brings one to despair. The goal of philosophy ytars, was to find what is good and to find theversal base of truth and good. The extentential
philosophy has declared the reason why they havdéeesn able to find the universal base for trutd gaod is it doesn’t exist, everything is
relative. It's relative to your situation, it's egive to the morays of this society and thus tla@esno universal truths or good or evil, theseadire
relative terms. So they despaired of finding trilitis a philosophy of despair and it leads a petsdoneliness and despair.

They discovered, in the University, so many youegme who were taking the philosophy courses weranagitting suicide because the
philosophy had brought them to despair. They redlthe person could not live in despair, you'vetgdiave hope, you can't live in despair. So
they said, “let us encourage the young peoplek® saleap of faith. This lower story of realityhiepeless, it is so despairing, let us take a Iéap o
faith into the second story,” as they called ig tipper story, “that hopefully they will find sorhitg to hold on to. Some kind of a non-reasoned
religious experience that can bring them hope™tl&y began to teach of the ultimate experience caoutake that leap of faith.

That is why you see these non-reasoned religianiggmating in the United States, all the occulidigions, the satanic religions and all there
proliferating because the students have been eagedrto take this leap of faith and perhaps yougecabh something that you can believe in and
hold on to because if you try to live in realitysihopeless. We see non-reasoned religious exmesebeing testified to by Hollywood stars who
discovered they are god as they are standing oibiMBleach. They talk about the sense of the liglihe peace or the overwhelming...it is all
experience, they can't give you any reasons for it.

It is interesting; the Bible says, “come now, Istreason together” saith the Lord. Peter said,sfeuld be able to give to every man a reason
for the hope that lies in us”. Paul said that, ‘ste@uld present our bodies unto God as living saesf which is our reasonable service”. There is
a reason why we have a hope and we can give tdepapreason why we have that hope in Christ J&uitsall of these kids today are seeking
these non-reasoned religious experiences ande fihe world. Some of their experiences have liah it's led many into Satanism and into
Satan worship.
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It's alarming the detrimental effects that is haviom our society as they get further and furthew these occultic experiences until they get
into the sacrifices of babies in Satanic worshiwises here in the United States, well documenfédmen who get pregnant and raise children
just for the purpose for sacrificing them in satamiuals. How can a person do that? It's a norsegad religious experience. That's the problem,
you can't give a reason for it, it's shocking tq it's repulsive to us. How could they do that? fenis no reason for it. That's exactly right. Tlsat’
exactly what they are encouraged to discover isespom-reasoned religious experience by this ledpithf hoping you'll find something, land
somewhere.

So Solomon turned to partying then he said, “tlie was empty” (2:1).
| said of laughter, It is madcrazy] and of mirth [party] What doeth it? (2:2).
So many parties and they get empty.
| sought in mine heart to give myself unto winé aggiuainting mine heart with wisdom,; (2:3).

Tried to stay wise and yet started boozing it. Aspa really has to escape from the reality of taisupt world. Now we have escaped into
Jesus Christ, “the name Jehovah is a strong tohviner righteous runneth into it and are saved”. liadhasus is my crutch. I’'m not embarrassed
about that. | lean on him everyday, | lean on hinthe time and | will frankly confess to you, iElwasn’t there for me to lean on, I'd fall but I'll
also tell you he has never let me down, not oneenfime I've leaned on him he has held me up. @ansay that about your crutch? Everybody
has a crutch. To some it's booze, it's their cruith their escape. With some it's sports carsrararital sex, fornication, everybody escapes into
something because reality is too tough to takgouf look carefully at your life, you'll find out &t you have a crutch that you're leaning on. The
problem is, will the crutch hold you in a real es® That'’s the big question.

Solomon turned to wine while trying to continue ntaining wisdom. Lemuel's mother said to him, “Wiisenot for kings”. Lemuel is
thought to have been Solomon, it's in the last tdvapf Proverbs.

and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what wisit good for the sons of men, which they shoaldritier the heaven all the
days of their life (2:3).
| tried to find out the good path, the good wawrshing.

| made me great works; | builded me houses; | gldmhe vineyards: | made me gardens and orcharab] ptanted trees in
them of all kind of fruits: | made me pools of wate water therewith the wood that bringeth foitees: (2:4-6).

He planted cedars. We are told that he had cetlargeat Jerusalem. They were in abundance likeSyxeamore trees that are in the valleys.
He planted cedars all over the country so thatwould have good wood for building and all. He p&hvineyards, orchards, he made these great
reservoirs to hold the water. Some of these ressrni@mve been discovered up in the area of Moumtm€laand then around the area of
Bethlehem. He built these tremendous pools fontdier to irrigate these gardens and vineyards knd a
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I got me servants and maidens, and had servants imomy house; also | had great possessions oftgred small cattle
above all that were in Jerusalem before me: (2:7).

He had to have them to feed all of his househblkeintany servants and of course a thousand wivethaimdids. It took ten prime beef every
day plus twenty commercial beef everyday, so hetbdhve some pretty big herds. All you have tasdmultiply that out by three hundred and
sixty-five days and you've got thirty per day tlaa¢ going to the slaughter house to provide. Mamdeded huge herds of cattle.

| gathered me also silver (2:8).
We are told in the book of Chronicles that theasiwas as common as rocks in Jerusalem.

| gathered me also silver and gold and the pecUlmecious] treasure of kings and of the provincegat me men singers
and women singers, and the delights of the songaf as musical instruments, and that of all s(#18).

Great for party’'s, choirs and orchestras.
So | was great, and increased more than all thaevbefore me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remaividdme (2:9).

I was still wise. Well, that's debatable. It's naise to disobey the word of God. It is not wisegtoagainst the word of God. There are people
of the world who consider themselves wise but yetwyeurself against God’'s word and that’'s neverwesdom, that’s folly. Listen to this boast.

And whatsoever mine eyes desired | kept not frem tii2:10).
Didn’t hold back anything.

I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heegjoiced in all my labour and this was my portiaeyard] of all my
labour (2:10).

Self satisfaction, but that didn’t last, it turnietb a feeling of emptiness.

Then | looked on all the works that my hands hadlught, and on the labour that | had laboured to dod behold, all was
vanity [empty] and vexation [frustrating] of spiriand there was no profit under the sun (2:11).

“What should it profit a man if he would gain thdele world and lose his own sole?” There is reathyprofit in worldly things. The real
profit is in things of the spirit, that's where yoweasure needs to be. Spiritual treasures anmdag valuable than material treasures because at
best, if you're able to hold onto the material ste@s, if your bank doesn’'t go belly up and theegoment doesn’t go belly up and you're able to
hold onto to your treasures, at best, you're goemnbeave them when you die. You can't take it witdu. Do you ever see a U-Haul truck going
behind the Hurst on the way to the cemetery? Yautdake it with you. A wealthy farmer died backtime Midwest and some prying soul said to
his son, “Just how much did your old man leave he said, “everything”. That's what you're goirgyleave. “Naked | came into the world,
naked I’'m going out.” You can send some aheadntayp treasures in heaven. The spiritual treashaés the real wealth.
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“I saw that there was no profit under the sun.”tlibaon the worldly plain, on the material platiere was no profit.

And | turned myself to behold wisdom, and madraass folly: for what can the man do that comethrattte king: even that
which hath been already done (2:12).

You can’'t do more than I've done because I've dibiadl. I've already done it. Anything you mighterm or try or aspire to do, I've already
done it; I've tasted it.

Then | saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as farightlexcelleth darkness (2:13).

That | saw. It doesn’t pay to be a fool. Rememisewa went through the Proverbs all the things ltetbasay about the fool. He contrasted
always the wise with the fool and through the Prbgdhere was a continual contrasting of the wisk & the fool. It is better to be a wise man
than a fool.

The wise man’s eyes are in his head; (2:14).
That is that he thinks and he uses good judgement.
but the fool walketh in darkness: (2:14).
He stumbles through life and bumps into everything.

and | myself perceived also that one event happewoethem all. Then said | in my heart, As it hapgil to the fool, so it
happeneth even to me: and why was | then more viser? | said in my heart, that this also is vaiftyl4-15).

He was thinking I'm wise and that’'s wonderful biaem look at that fool over there, he’s going ta it with all my wisdom I'm going to die
too. So why am | so much better off than he? Bexzaung thing is going to happen to all of us, thatdath, the great equalizer.

For there is no remembrance of the wise more tHaheofool forever; (2:16).

Take now those people who died a hundred yearsveg® they fools or were they wise, well who remersbwho knows? You don't
remember one more than the other. They are just, degy are gone and you've forgotten them.

seeing that which now is in the days to come stidtle forgotten. (2:16).
What's happening now is going to be forgotten.
And how dieth the wise man? As the fool. Therdfbeged life; (2:16-17).

| said, “It's not fair” because all of this workahis done, all of the labour, all of the time, @flenergies that | have expended to gain all of
this wealth and knowledge. What's it going to dorfe? I'm going to die. He's getting close to dedidis in his later years. He doesn’t have the
energies anymore and he’s facing death realizitig ali his wisdom, here he is getting decreptedaatdt get around much anymore.

14



ECCLESIASTES CHAPTERS 1 & 2 — “THE VANITY OF LIFE; THE GRIEF OF WISDOM; THE VANITY OF PLEASURETHE END
OF THE WISE AND THE FOOL”

OBSERVATION INTERPRETATION APPLICATION
Monday 7:00pm, H 105 (1st floor, High School--fooof stairs, behind the gym, by the vending machineraa), Tuesday 7:00am, Family, Room,
CCCM - Phil Twente, cell #714 425 9221; emailptwente@gmail.com For past studies, audio plus notes, go toitp://www.missioncalvary.com/
Click on “Bible Studies” on the left column. Refeences include commentaries by numerous pastor/teaefs.

Therefore | hated life; because the work that iswght under the sun is grievous unto me: for alfagity and vexation of
spirit. Yea, | hated all my labour which | had takender the sun: (2:17-18)

All of these great projects, | looked around ameht disgusted because | would have to leave iteartan who is going to be after me. | can’'t
hold on to it. I'm going to die and I'm going toalee it to those who are after me.

And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise manfoolayet shall he have rule over all my laboureséin | have laboured,
and wherein | have shewed myself wise under thel$usiis also vanity (2:19).

Everything I've gained, everything I've worked faverything I've gathered together and spent teepéss nights scheming, devising and
all. I'm going to leave it all to this guy and whkaows if he’s going to be wise or a fool and yeshgping to be in charge of all my stuff. This
really made him angry. It's not fair that | showdrk so hard and leave it to a guy who may be &dod as it turned out he was.

Rehoboam, his son, was a fool. Wasted all of tkeatghings that his father had gathered. How fatisig that must be to put your whole life
in your fortune, to put your whole life into the ssing of your fortune and then to leave it to séowm who goes out and wastes it.

| think of Heddy Green. During her day, she waswiealthiest woman in the world. She massed a trdmenfortune manipulating stocks
and all on Wall Street. She was probably the tgfimeoman in the world too. She had a big mansidnhiad it all boarded up except for two
rooms so she could save on her coal bill. Therfailned a flop house in New York that she could mem and board for twelve dollars a week
so she closed her mansion and moved into this mmrboarding house near Central Park in New Yarkvwelve dollars a week. She would buy
the New York times, after she read the financiatiea she had fold it up and give it to her son aedd him out into the park to sell again so she
could get her nickel back, wealthiest woman invileeld. She couldn’t spend her money, it got sutiold on her, and she couldn’t spend it.

When her son was out selling the paper he slippesbme ice and cut his leg, gangrene began tm set she took him to the free clinic in
New York. The doctor recognized her and would reatther son for free. She got so mad she tookdreout and gangrene took over and he had
to have his leg amputated ultimately. Her daugbdenmitted suicide so her son was her only heirshredleft her fortune to him. He was so bitter
over the way she lived that in one year, he bleawthole fortune and he ended up a pauper. You smikard, you get your nickel back for your
paper and then you get a son that blows it in @e.y

Solomon faces this problem. Here I've done all thiour, all this work and I'm going to leave itadool. It's not fair, | hate life. How have |
shown myself wise under the sun? It's sort of dumivork so hard to leave it to someone who is gashg to blow it. So where’s the wisdom?
This also is empty.

Therefore | went about to cause my heart to desgfaat! the labour which | took under the sun (2:20
He ended up with despair and you if you live yaigr totally after the flesh, will end up ultimatelyith despair and hopelessness.

For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, an#triowledge, and is equity; yet to a man that mathlaboured therein
shall he leave it for his portion. (2:21).
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Here | use wisdom, | use knowledge, | labouredas just and so forth but I'm going to leave it tor@one who has not laboured for it. He's
just going to enter it. He’s going to be an heid &e’s just going to take over and he didn't lifiryer to get any of it.

This also is vanity and a great evil (2:21).

One generation passes and another comes. The menatien is going to inherit the wealth of the bla they aren’t going to work for it and
thus they aren’t going to appreciate it and they #re going to waste it.

For what hath man all his labour, and of the veaatof his heart, wherein he hath laboured undersine? (2:22).
What is your reward? What do you get from it?

For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grigéa his heart taketh not rest in the night (2:23)
You've worked so hard, you can’t sleep at night] gau’re laboring.

This is also vanity (2:23).
Thus he concludes,

There is nothing better for a man, than that heusth@at and drink, and that he should make his sajdy good in his labour
(2:24).

Spend it yourself.
This also | saw, that it was from the hand of G2:@4).

God has given it to us, enjoy it. Why be so tighdl @eny yourself just to give it to someone whjuss going to waste it anyhow.
For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereuntoe tthat 1? (2:25).

I've tasted of everything. Who can taste morefefthan | have tasted?
For God giveth to a man that is good in his sigiltdem, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinnegiieth travail, (2:26).

Now Solomon knows this, though he had turned fdrenltord and built these altars in high places &dther gods. He realizes that God is
the one who gives wisdom, knowledge and joy biihéoman who labours and lives apart from God, thdravail.

to gather and to heap up, that he may give to hais good before God. (2:26).
You gather and you heap it up and it goes to sometse

This also is vanity and vexation of spirit (2:26).
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Well we didn’t get to chapter three tonight buwill be there for us next week, the Lord willing.

The conclusion of the matter is that ultimately yeill be brought to the realization that life apfmem Christ is empty and unfulfilling.
Sooner or later, you'll arrive at that conclusi@etter sooner than later. The sooner, the bettewn. Will also discover, if you choose, that life in
Christ is rich, fulfilling, satisfying. This is theecord, God has given to us eternal life andlifdgs in his son. He who has the son has life.

Solomon spoke a lot about life under the sun. Tee Nestament speaks a lot about life in the Soat Tifie that we have in Christ Jesus and
when Christ, who is our life, shall appear. Fortmdive is Christ, Christ in you, the hope of glotg that day you should know that | am in the
Father and you are in Me and | am in you. Lifehi@ Son. How rich. It doesn’t leave the bitter aétste as you move down the road.

You see old people today who are very bitter amdvary cynical, as did Solomon with a great amauirttynicism, | hated life he said. So |
despaired all of the things that | have done. Hesflecting what older people so often reflect tyaicism as they look back over life, having
come to the end of the road and they see the eesgtiof the past. Even though there may be glondsaacomplishments, it's very empty now
that death is knocking at your door. But not satffiat person who lives in Christ.

When you get down towards the end of the road,lgold back with joy in what the Lord has done in @ahibugh your life but then you are
also looking ahead. Death is just the transititns,just the metamorphosis, and it is a necessanesition that | might enter in to the glorious
eternal abode of my Lord. O, what anticipation, ijbg, what fulfilment to be able to see what GQuas done and to enter into the glories of his
eternal kingdom.

Tonight, many of you are living life under the sifmu’re trying to make your mark in life. You hayeur ambitions and your goals all set
out, what you want to do and what you plan to dihwour life under the sun, what you hope to acd@hpBut | declare unto you, even though
as Solomon, you taste it all and you accomplistil,iin the end it will be empty.

You who have given your lives to follow Jesus Chaisd to serve Jesus Christ, you've already beguexperience some of the riches, the
satisfaction, the contentment and the peace ofdethe Lord be Lord. When you come to the endhef toad, there is that certainty looking
forward to the glorious rewards that God has predhifor His faithful servants. To stand before tlmd.in heaven say, “Well done good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful in thelditthings, now | will make you ruler over the bigghings. Enter into the joy of your Lord.”
Throughout the endless ages to come He shall lsalieg unto you what is the exceeding richnessisfit¥e and kindness toward you in Christ
Jesus. Life in the Son.

May the Lord bless you and may you live your lifieQhrist for Hissake.
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