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A Call to Repentance; - vs. 2:1-3Zep 2:1 Gather
yourselves together, yes, gather together, O unedéxde
nation,

Zep 2:2 Before the decree is issued, Or the dagses like
chaff, Before the LORD's fierce anger comes uporuyo
Before the day of the LORD's anger comes upon you!
Zep 2:3 Seek the LORD, all you meek of the eakifhio
have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, seaitity.
It may be that you will be hidden In the day of th®RD's
anger.

Judgment on Nations; - vs. 4-15

Zep 2:4 For Gaza shall be forsaken, And Ashkelon
desolate; They shall drive out Ashdod at noondayndA
Ekron shall be uprooted.

Zep 2:5 Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoaste Hation
of the Cherethites! The word of the LORD is againgiu,
O Canaan, land of the Philistines: "I will destroyou; So
there shall be no inhabitant."

Zep 2:6 The seacoast shall be pastures, With guslfor
shepherds and folds for flocks.

Zep 2:7 The coast shall be for the remnant of theuse of
Judah; They shall feed their flocks there; In theduses of
Ashkelon they shall lie down at evening. For the RD
their God will intervene for them, And return their
captives.

Zep 2:8 "l have heard the reproach of Moab, Andeh
insults of the people of Ammon, With which they teav
reproached My people, And made arrogant threats iaga
their borders.

Zep 2:9 Therefore, as | live," Says the LORD of $ts, the
God of Israel, "Surely Moab shall be like Sodom, Arhe
people of Ammon like Gomorrah— Overrun with weeds
and saltpits, And a perpetual desolation. The rasdf My
people shall plunder them, And the remnant of Myqpde
shall possess them."

v. 1 While there are those who argue that the churdhndéed go through
the Tribulation, | believe this is yet another eetisat makes that scenario
most unlikely. You see, iEphesians 1:6Paul used the worcharitoo, or
“accepted” in reference to the church. The onlyeottlace in Scripture
charitoois used is irLuke 1:28in reference to Mary. Who, then, is the
nation not desired? Israel. Why is Israel not @eirBecause it is she who
will bear the brunt of the cataclysmic event reddrto in the Old Testament
as Jacob'’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7)—the Tribulat8mthe call...

No longer is Judah pleasant to God. No longerteg tlesired by God.
They've turned their back upon Him.

Vs. 2-3 The nation not to be desired is told to seek thel tleat she might
be hid in the day of Tribulation. According to Rit®n 12, a good portion
of the nation of Israel will seek the Lord whentfie middle of the
Tribulation period, antichrist will reveal his tr@elors by going into the
temple and demanding to be worship&#.Col. 3-3 For you died, and your
life is hidden with Christ in God

v. 4 After outlining the pleading in the day of the Lp#kephaniah goes on td
delineate the places in the day of the Lord. Lata&ie¢he Gaza Strip, Gaza,
Ashkelon, Ashdod, and Ekron were four of the fivienary Philistine cities.
This area will be wiped out in the day of the Laslit comes under severe
judgment in the Tribulation.

vs. 5-7The word, “Palestinian” is a derivative of the @dPhilistine.” Thus,
the Lord is uttering an indictment and a word afgment against the
Philistines of Zephaniah's day as well as the Rialasis of the day yet to
come.

vs. 8-10Moab and Ammon, were constantly battling agaisistdl. There
was a lot of bitterness, a lot of enmity betweesséhnational groupscf.
(Jer. 48:26-29; Ez. 25:3-7)

Located across the Jordan River from Israel ingaveday Jordan, Moab and
Ammon were destined for destruction. Why? “Becahsg went against My
people,” said the Lord. Over and over again in@fe whenever a nation
had the audacity or stupidity to come against Isthey paid radically—
even if it was one of God’s own who did it... As thegndered through the
wilderness, the Israelites grew thirsty once agdirmuring against Moses,
they accused him of bringing them to the wilderrtesdie. Having led this
group for many years, Moses was understandablyustba He looked at
his congregation and said, “You rebels. Must welfgtou water out of this
rock?"—and he struck the ro¢klumbers 20:10):l don't like you calling

My people rebels,” God said. “They're My childrérherefore, | can call
them what | want, but you can’t. Because of thig)'ly not enter the land of
promise” (see Numbers 20:12). What kept Moses btiteoPromised Land?
He came down on God'’s people. Like Moses, we will ep outside the
fullness of God’s blessing in our walk presentlwé attack God’s people
maliciously—if we malign other churches, other danmations, other
individuals. Cf. Numbers 20:10-12

Schedule of “no class” weeks due to my travel
schedule:

There will be no classes during the following
weeks in April/May:

Mon/Tues — April 12, 13

Mon/Tues — May 4, 5

Mon/Tues — May 11, 12

We will meet on April 20, 21 and study Haggai
April 27, 28 and begin Zechariah

ZEPHANIAH - — Zephaniah’s name meaishovah
hides/Yahweh has hidden. Jehovah protects, Jehovah
treasures. The theme of his nambe place to hidefrom
thecoming judgment of God is in the salvation that He
has provided Col 3:3 For you died, angour life is
hidden with Christ in God.

The beauty of beauties is thd¢ saves me from the
judgment, He not only offers protection from His
judgment butHe also treats me as a treasuréde makes
me into His treasure by His Holy Spirit!

Zephaniah is a beautiful book!

The beginning of the Book through Chapter 3.7, kped
the certainty of God’s impending judgment on Judati
futuristically on the whole world during the “Day the
Lord”. Dreadful, dark judgment indeed because ahis
continuing rebellion against God.

But the book closes with Zephaniah prophesyind) wit
words of hope, of protection for the remnant arahpses
for the future of those who know Him truly. Inatdre
day, peoples of all nations will come to worship tlord.
His own people will be renewed in righteousnessd e
King of Kings himself will rule in their midst. i day of
the Lord’s return will be a day of song and gladneEven
God will burst out in joyful singing. The ragingger of
the Lord will be replaced by His happy singing, for
salvation will finally have come to His people!!!
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Zep 2:10 This they shall have for their pride, Bacse
they have reproached and made arrogant threats Agai
the people of the LORD of hosts.

Zep 2:11 The LORD will be awesome to them, For He
will reduce to nothing all the gods of the earthgBple
shall worship Him, Each one from his place, Indeead
the shores of the nations.

Zep 2:12 "You Ethiopians also, You shall be sladity My
sword."

Zep 2:13 And He will stretch out His hand agairiste
north, Destroy Assyria, And make Nineveh a desalati
As dry as the wilderness.

Zep 2:14 The herds shall lie down in her midst, &ty
beast of the nation. Both the pelican and the hitteShall
lodge on the capitals of her pillars; Their voicéall sing
in the windows; Desolation shall be at the threstipFor
He will lay bare the cedar work.

Zep 2:15 This is the rejoicing city That dwelt seely,
That said in her heart, "l am it, and there is noneesides
me." How has she become a desolation, A place for
beasts to lie down! Everyone who passes by her Stias
and shake his fist.

The Wickedness of Jerusalem; vs. - 1-7Zep 3:1 Woe
to her who is rebellious and polluted, To the oppséng
city!

Zep 3:2 She has not obeyed His voice, She has not
received correction; She has not trusted in the LDR
She has not drawn near to her God.

Zep 3:3 Her princes in her midst are roaring lionsler
judges are evening wolves That leave not a borie til
morning.

vs. 11-14 Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian empire, wamight to be
indestructible. But the Lord said, “I'm going togiy it down to its very
foundations.” Indeed He did when it was decimatgthie Babylonians in 612
B.C. We are told that,Every knee shall bow, every tongue shall confess th
Jesus Christ is the LordThe Lord, that all men will worship HimEach

one from his place, Indeed all the shores of thetinas.

v. 15 Zephaniah prophesied that people would say, “Uabable!” This is
where Nineveh was? Nothing’s left but a place feadis to lie down!” You
see, although Nineveh was considered absolutelyegmable, when the Lord
allowed the Tigress River to swell, the foundatiohthe city crumbled. The
walls then came down and the enemy rushed infultisy what can bring us
down. Nineveh wasn't destroyed by the millions @figers who came against
her. No,she was brought down by mere rainContinuing to talk about the
day of the Lord, Zephaniah shifts his focus from fhoabites and Ammonites
in the Gaza Strip to Jerusalem herself—a city shatld have been totally
submitted to the Lord, but that had become far r@ddrom Him. So
Nineveh has not yet been destroyed, but her déistnus close at hand.
Within ten years of this prophecy, Nineveh was emrgd and destroyed by
Babylon. That great city that was so proud, thadicarelessly. Even as the
city was being taken by the Babylonians, the, tiege still sort of
celebrating, feeling that they could not fall. Thefenses were so powerful
that they could overcome the Babylonians.

v. 1 Regardless of the noble goals of groups like Fsesfdhe Earth or Save
Our Planet, the fact remains that, because mawolliggd inwardly, there will
always be pollution outwardly—for that which isiihs a person will
eventually be worked out from within him. When, #obrief time, the deity of
Jesus was allowed to shine forth on the Mount eh$figuration, Peter said,
“Oh, Lord, it is good for us to be her@¥ark 9:5). So too, if the glory,
goodness, and grace of God shine forth from ydey fieople will say, “It's
good for us to be with you.” If, however, theretining but bitterness and
anger inside, sooner or later, those around ydusel, “Let’s get out of
here.”

vs. 2-3These are the indictments. “She didn’t obey thee/ashe didn’t
receive correction, she has not trusted not irLtiid, and she has not drawn
near to her God.” Back in Leviticus, chapter twesity Moses in the law
warned the peopleCf. Lev. 26:14-24

God sent these things for correction. They camethay did not accept the
rebuke, and the reproof of the Lord, but they cargd stubborn and obduratq
in their rebellion against God. They did not trimsthe Lord. They did not turn
to the Lord. They did not draw near to God.

GRACE GREATER THAN ALL OUR SIN
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured,
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled.
0 Refrain:
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God'’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin!

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,
Freely bestowed on all who believe!
All that are longing to see His face,
Will you this moment His grace receive?
0 Refrain:
Grace, grace, God'’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God'’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin!
0 Marvelous, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Marvelous, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin!

Chap. 3:7 But they rose early and corrupted all their
deeds. The idea of arising early is an eageroessts
sin. “l can’t wait to get to it!”, and a rushingwards sin.
Rising up early to get involved in evil.

Chap. 3:9 Pure Language Zephaniah tells us the day i
coming when language barriers will be obliterated we
will be able to understand one another perfectfjerthe
seven years of the Tribulation are passed—whehdhe
Jesus shall return to this planet to establishniignnial
kingdom—we will all speak one language. Our Lordlkh
reign! He'll reign in righteousness, He'll reign power,
and all the earth will bow before Him, and worshiin.

Uy
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Zep 3:4 Her prophets are insolent, treacherous pkx
Her priests have polluted the sanctuary, They halane
violence to the law.

Zep 3:5 The LORD is righteous in her midst, He iadlo no
unrighteousness. Every morning He brings His justi¢o
light; He never fails,_But the unjust knows no shamn

Zep 3:6 "l have cut off nations, Their fortresseme
devastated; | have made their streets desolateh\Witne
passing by. Their cities are destroyed; There isare, no
inhabitant.

Zep 3:7 | said, 'Surely you will fear Me, You witeceive
instruction'— So that her dwelling would not be cuif,
Despite everything for which | punished her. Buteii rose
early and corrupted all their deeds.

A Faithful Remnant; - vs. 8-13 -Zep 3:8 "Therefore wait
for Me," says the LORD, "Until the day | rise up fo
plunder; My determination is to gather the natioi® My
assembly of kingdoms, To pour on them My indignatjo
All My fierce anger; All the earth shall be devoutléWith
the fire of My jealousy.

Zep 3:9 "For then | will restore to the peoplesmure
language, That they all may call on the name of th®RD,
To serve Him with one accord.

Zep 3:10 From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia My
worshipers, The daughter of My dispersed ones, $hal
bring My offering.

Zep 3:11 In that day you shall not be shamed faryeof
your deeds In which you transgress against Me; Rben |
will take away from your midst Those who rejoice your
pride, And you shall no longer be haughty In My hol
mountain.

Zep 3:12 | will leave in your midst A meek and hinhe
people, And they shall trust in the name of the LOR

v. 4 The word “treacherous” means “uncertain.” Havet yliscovered
that you can go crazy if you try to keep up witkleaew study that comes
out concerning exercise and nutrition? That is Wimyso glad we hold in
our hands the Word of the One who never changesiski Word we never
have to apologize for or amend. We don’t have tooee chapters, erase
passages, or update the information. God’s Woedsisre foundation.

v. 5 Even though people are foolish and fickle, eveugh they neither call
upon nor trust in Him, the Lord is still in the ratcbf them. He is faithful
even when His people are faithl¢8sTimothy 2:13).Don’t you love God
for that? Even when we are squirming and floundgrilopping and failing,
God is faithful, morning by morning—making His wasown to us,
blessing and convicting us, nudging and correatisigGod is faithful, no
matter what! To me, one of the most damning aspéaisr culture is the
fact that people actually flaunt their sivhile there has always been sin in
the world, the difference between our society anchbse that preceded us
is that people now take pride in sin.

vs. 6-8The word “indignation” in the Old Testament is sggmous with
“tribulation” in the New Testament. Thus, this peges parallels that of
Revelation 6 through 19 which speaks of the judgroéthe nations during
the Tribulation. After seeing the decree of thedLior 1:1-6 and the day of
the Lord in 1:7-3:8, we are about to see the thid final section of
Zephaniah's book: the deliverance of the Lord—aiged love for in it we
see the light break forth and the Son rise. Watclthiis in four waysthe
regathering of Israel (verses 9 and }0the repenting of Israel(verses 11
through 13)the rejoicing of Israel (verses 14 and 15), attte Redeemer
of Israel (verses 16 through 20). Zephaniah 3:9 (a) For.th&hen will

the deliverance of the Lord take place? Not ufitdrgudgment is poured
out.

v. 9 Perhaps the “pure language” spoken of here rédetee rebirth of the
Hebrew tongue. This much, however, is sure: with consent, all people
will call upon the name of the Lord.

v. 10When modern-day Israel was birthed as a natid®48, among the
dispersed Jews from all over the world who returioetthe land were a
black-skinned people from Ethiopia called the Fzdes Although they wore
prayer shawls, carried the Torah, and celebratethttee major feasts of
Judaism, the Falashas were nonetheless a mystiry dews in Israel—
until they learned the Falasha tradition that sdién the Queen of Sheba
returned from her visit with Solomon (1 Kings 10:18ong with the gifts
Solomon bestowed upon her, she brought Judaismviaiitker. As a
result, unbeknownst to the rest of the world fartoees, there was a group
of people living in Ethiopia who were practicingude

vs. 11-12Following the miraculous regathering of Israekrthwill be a
massive repentance by Israel. What a glorious laiztywill be

Summary of Zephaniah:

The theme of the book is iy of the Lord! What a
beautiful truth is spoken of over and over agaitheaNT.
That is the fact that as His people, who are insthesus and
because of what He has done, | will never facewah, |
will never face His anger. | will never face Higlpment!
Why, because he carried us. He paid the price!

A beautiful thing Zephaniah speaks so bluntly abdbe
wrath of God that is coming, and the world is dug \Wrath,
but God has made a provision for His people to espa

that wrath. That provision is to be found in the sacrifice of]
Jesus ChristCf. 1Th 5:9 For God did not appoint us to
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jas

Christ, Rom_5:9 Much more then, having now been justifig
by His bloodwe shall be saved from wrath through Him.

A theme that runs through the Minor Prophets it Tinee

Lord wins! He's won! And He wins in the end! Sind
judgment of this world are not going to have thst tiay. But
the Lord is going to have the last day on planghea

A Beautiful, beautiful book! Beautiful is Zephaniahname
as it relates to this book. — Zephaniah’s name sdaimovah
hides/Yahweh has hidden. Jehovah protects, Jehovah
treasures. The theme of his naffike place to hidefrom
thecoming judgment ofGod is in the salvation that He

has provided Col 3:3 For you died, angour life is hidden
with Christ in God.

The beauty of beauties is thd¢ saves me from the
judgment, He not only offers protection from His
judgment butHe also treats me as a treasuréde makes
me into His treasure by His Holy Spirit!

o
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Zep 3:13 The remnant of Israel shall do no
unrighteousness And speak no lies, Nor shall a ddoé
tongue be found in their mouth; For they shall fegteir
flocks and lie down, And no one shall make them
afraid."

Joy in God'’s Faithfulness! — vs. 14-20Zep 3:14 Sing,
O daughter of Zion! Shout, O Israel! Be glad and
rejoice with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusatd

Zep 3:15 The LORD has taken away your judgments,
He has cast out your enemy. The King of Israel, the
LORD, is in your midst; You shall see disaster nora.
Zep 3:16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusaletibo
not fear; Zion, let not your hands be weak.

Zep 3:17 The LORD your God in your midst, The
Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you Wit
gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He wiljoice
over you with singing."

Zep 3:18 "l will gather those who sorrow over the
appointed assembly, Who are among you, To whom itg
reproach is a burden.

Zep 3:19 Behold, at that time | will deal with alVho
afflict you; | will save the lame, And gather thoseho
were driven out; | will appoint them for praise anidme
In every land where they were put to shame.

Zep 3:20 At that time | will bring you back, Eveat the
time | gather you; For | will give you fame and pise
Among all the peoples of the earth, When | returowr
captives before your eyes," Says the LORD.

v. 13The word “not” in verse 13 is emphatic. In the déyhe repentance of
Israel, there will be no iniquity, no lies, no diec&hen asked the most
important language to learn, C. H. Spurgeon repfieearn the language of
No. It will be of greater value to you than leagni@reek and Hebrew
combined.” Truly, when temptations knock at ourldige a repentant Israel,
the best thing we can say is, “No.”

vs. 14-15Following the regathering of Israel and the repeoe by Israel,
there will be rejoicing in Israel. This, very pdsgi will be reflected even in
her music. Although Jewish music today is writteimarily in a minor key, in
the day of her rejoicing, | believe the Lord’s mmese in her midst will cause
Israel to sing not only in a major way but in a andjey.

vs. 16-17How | love this verse! Here, we see the Redeerhisrael in her
midst—and He is rejoicing. We have a tendency ittktiBod is worried about
us. We picture Him with furrowed brow and frownifage. The Lord in our
midst is rejoicing, singing, and resting becauseséts us in our glorified
state. That is, He already sees the finished pto@ue vision is obstructed
and shortsighted indeed for we can only see ourtaélye next obstacle. Not
so with God. He sees all of time and eternity ateoryes, He sees our failing;
surely He sees our faltering; but He also seedinishing. He sees us already
in glory with Him. That is why He can rejoice owes with great joy. He will
rest in His love—not in our flaky love for Him, but His steadfast love for
us. Therefore, because He's resting in His love/éar, regardless of how you
think you might be doing, you can rest, as welpZaniah 3:17 (c) ...he will
joy over thee with singing. In verse 14, Israel wageated to sing. Here in
verse 17, the Lord joins in.

vs.18-19 Do you feel like you're limping through life? Drimeout by
someone you love? Take heart: the Lord is One \&kiessyou by His grace a{
He gathers you to Himself.

v. 20 The book ends with the Lord saying to His “hamis®inging” prophet,
“As you close your prophecy, Zephaniah, make suyepkbple understand
that | see the whole picture. Yes, there are diffies ahead; yes, there are
dark days loomingput | see the end result—when | will be in their milst,
rejoicing, singing, and resting in My love” Thus,perhaps the clearest
division of the Book of Zephaniah is simply this:

Chapter 1: Sad day.

Chapter 2: Sad day.

Chapter 3: Glad day.

For believers, the seventy or eighty years we spenttis planet are as bad g
life will ever be for us. After that, it will onlget better—unbelievably
better—for the next trillion years. So, if you'rads take heart and have hope
The glad day is coming, for the Lord’s messageitoggople through

Zephaniah prophetically is also His word to youspmly:GOd will see
you through. Therefore, rejoice! Listen and live!

B

v.14 It will be a day of rejoicing, shouting. Oh! Irta
hardly wait! | can hardly wait, as | look at the neb
todayOh what a day!

v. 170h what a day! No wonder when Jesus said to
John, “Behold, | come quickly!”, he said, “Even so,
come quickly Lord Jesus. Dwell in the midst of your
people”. “The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is
mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over thee wijpy;
He will rest in his love, He will joy over thee it
singing.”

v. 20 The glorious bright future for God’s people. “The|
Lord thy God in the midst of thee, He is mighty, Wid
save, He will rejoice over thee in joy. He will tés His
love, He will joy over thee with singing!” What ay

That glorious hope of the future!!!

Zep 3:17 The LORD your God in your midst, The
Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you it
gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will
rejoice over you with singing."

The glorious bright future for God’s people.
What a day!

Oh thank you Zephaniah, for sharing with
us that glorious hope of the future! In this
dark, and desperate world, we don’t go
around hanging our heads. The outlook is
awfully dark, but oh the uplift never looked
better! So, as Jesus said, “Look out! Lift up
your head, for your redemption draws
near!!!




