ACTS CHAPTER 26- “ALMOST PERSUADE” OR “ALMOST AND A LL TOGETHER"™?

OBSERVATION

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION

Monday 7:00pm, H 105 (1st floor, High School--foobf stairs, behind the gym, by the vending machineraa), Tuesday 7:00am, Family, Room, CCCM —

Phil Twente, cell #714 425 9221; emailptwente@gmail.com For past studies, audio plus notes, go tbitp://www.missioncalvary.com/ Click on “Bible
Studies” on the left column. References include oamentaries by numerous pastor/teachers.

PAUL'S EARLY LIFE —=VS. 1-11

Act 26:1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You are perttad to
speak for yourself." So Paul stretched out his haadd
answered for himself:

Act 26:2 "I think myself happy, King Agrippa, becse
today | shall answer for myself before you concergiall
the things of which | am accused by the Jews,

Act 26:3 especially because you are expert incatbtoms
and questions which have to do with the Jews. Thiere |
beg you to hear me patiently.

Act 26:4 "My manner of life from my youth, which as
spent from the beginning among my own nation at
Jerusalem, all the Jews know.

Act 26:5 They knew me from the first, if they wenglling
to testify, that according to the strictest sectaufr religion
| lived a Pharisee.

Act 26:6 And now | stand and am judged for the reopf
the promise made by God to our fathers.

Act 26:7 To this promise our twelve tribes, eartigs
serving God night and day, hope to attain. For thispe's
sake, King Agrippa, | am accused by the Jews.

Act 26:8 Why should it be thought incredible bywythat
God raises the dead?

Act 26:9 "Indeed, | myself thought | must do marikings
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

v. 1 And Paul stretching out his hand - Chained as & \walecent
expression of his own earnestness, and propemgagerthe attention
of his hearers; answered for himself - Not onlytiefy the
accusations of the Jews, but enlarging upon thie dithe Gospel.
v. 2 King Agrippa - There is a peculiar force in thakleessing a
person by name. Agrippa felt this.

v. 3 “because you are expert’"Which Festus was not; with the
customs - In practical matters; and questionsspktulative. This
word Festus had used in the absence of Paul, Adt92&ho, by the
Divine leading, repeats and explains it. Agrippd had peculiar
advantages for an accurate knowledge of the Jesistoms and
questions, from his education under his father Heand his long
abode at Jerusalem.

V. 4 From my youth, which was from the beginning - Tisatvhich
was from the beginning of my youttiRhil. 3:4-6)

v. 5If they were willing to testify - But they wouldoty for they well
knew what weight his former life must add to hisgamt testimony.
V. 6 And now - Act_26:6-8 are in a kind of parentheais] show that
what the Pharisees rightly taught concerning tearrection, Paul
likewise asserted at this day. Act_26:9is connewii¢itl Act_26:5.
For Pharisaism impelled him to persecute. | starjddgment for the
hope of the promise - Of the resurrection. So & weaeffect. For
unless Christ had risen, there could have beeeswrection of the
dead. And it was chiefly for testifying the reswtien of Christ, that
the Jews still persecuted him.

v. 7 Our twelve tribes - For a great part of the témes also had at
various times returned from the east to their oauntry, Jam_1:1;
1Pe_1:1. Worshipping continually night and day afTi, this is what
they aim at in all their public and private worship

v. 8ls it judged by you an incredible thing - It wasfestus
difficulty must be measured by the capacity ofdlgent doing the
work. When God is the agent that is doing the wtak of difficulty
is absurd. Why should you think it a thing inctddithat God should
raise the dead? Can God raise the dead? Of ¢Aarse5:19, to
whom Paul answers as if he had heard the discourse.

v. 91 myself thought - When | was a Pharisee: thatdhd to do
many things - Which he now enumerates.

ACTS CHAPTER 26 - INTRODUCTION:

Herod Agrippa Il — He is the great grandson of tdette Great
who built the temple for the Jews. The Jews lovied because
of what he did for them, but hated his lifestyledmgse of his
corrupt and immoral behavior. He was Jewish andtjwed all
the feasts, rituals and requirements of the Jews.
WhenAgrippa was sixteen years old his saw his dad doeh
following

1. Put Christians into prisons and tortured them

2. Chop off the head of James the apostle

3. Put Peter in prison

4. Saw his father eaten by worms

Theemperor, Claudius, who knew the family wellfelt sorry
for the young boy, so he awarded him two things:

1. He gave him a province in Northern Galilee to rule

2. He made him the head of the Jewish religion in
Jerusalem Claudius did that because there was no one elsg
who knew anything about the Jews.

3. He made him the custodian of the high priest garmes
which were very valuable.

Now Bernice was the sister of Herod Agrippa Il, &iglother
sister was Drusilla, Felix’s wife. Bernice and Agpa decided
to live with each other for power. They were contimif incest.
Because Agrippa was so young, she didn’t think hieatvould
be honored, so she was given to her uncle the &fi@alsius
until he died and then she came back to live wéthtrother
again. When she felt nothing was progressing \wh#,
married Polomon, the King of Celestica, where Rauhe
from, but deserted him because he was too old enidrm't
meet her needs. So again she comes back to hbebtbis
time to marry him.

In Acts 26, he isnow thirty one yearsold, his life corrupted
and immoral, following in the footsteps of his fatler.
Bernice becomes the mistress of the Emperor Vempgatsie
one who ordered the destruction of the temple insédem, by
his son, Titus. She was also having an affair withs while
his father was away and then became the mistreBisusf
when he took over.

Now the review of Paul’s testimony here is one of those
special sections of God’s wordwhich happened before in
chapter 22, but there are details here, nothapter 22 that he
says about his life that again reminds us of thgueplace that
God had on His program.
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Act 26:10 This | also did in Jerusalem, and manyfdahe
saints | shut up in prison,_having received authoty from
the chief priests; and when they were put to deatH,cast
my vote againstthem.

Act 26:11 And | punished them often in every synamgue
and compelledthemto blaspheme; and being exceedingly|
enraged against them, | persecutethem even to foreign
cities.

PAUL RECOUNTS HIS CONVERSION — VS.
12-18

Act 26:12 "While thus occupied, as | journeyed to
Damascus with authority and commission from the claf
priests,

Act 26:13 at midday, O king, along the road | sava light
from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining aroundne
and those who journeyed with me.

Act 26:14 And when_we all had fallen to the groundl
heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hedw
language, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting MdPRis
hard for you to kick against the goads.'

Act 26:15 So | said, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He aid,
'l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.

Act 26:16 But rise and stand on your feet; for | lave
appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a mister
and a witness both of the things which you have seand
of the things which | will yet reveal to you.

Act 26:17 | will deliver you from the Jewishpeople, as
well asfrom the Gentiles, to whom | now send you,

Act 26:18 to open their eyedn order to turn themfrom
darkness to light, andfrom the power of Satan to God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faitin
Me.'

v. 101 shut up in prison many of the saints - Men n@dionnocent,
but good, just, holy. | gave my vote against theFhat is, | joined
with those who condemned them. Perhaps the chiestprdid also
give him power to vote on these occasions.

v. 111 punished them- That is, some of them; to blaspheme - This
the most dreadful of all! Repent, you enemies ef@wospel. If Spira,
who was compelled, suffered so terribly, what Wwédcome of those
who compel, like Saul, but do not repent like hiinCor. 7;8)

vs. 12-13Nobody else has ever experienced the amazing Kind o
conversion that Paul did. While engaged in his ratods plans, Paul
saw the glory of God shining from the heavens. &l he had been
in spiritual darkness up till then (se€o_4:1-6), but now the Son of
God had been revealed to him. 3&e 1:12. The detail, “brighter
than the sun” is new here.

v. 141In the Hebrew language St. Paul was not now speaking in
Hebrew: when he was, Act_23:7, he did not addhénHebrew
tongue. Christ used this tongue both on earth aord heaven._Here
he addswe all had fallen to the ground”.

v. 15And | said, who are You, Lord? and He said. Or "the Lord
said", as the Alexandrian copy, the Vulgate Latimj Syriac versions
read, | am Jesus whom you are persecutintpe Syriac and Ethiopic
versions read, "Jesus of Nazareth".

v. 16 to make you a minister and a witness, both dfie things
which your have seen, and of the things which | wilyet reveal to
you; so that he was an apostle, not of men, nor by, imarby Jesus
Christ, as he himself says, Gal_1:1. He was a teiniaot of man's
making, but of Christ's; and they are the only tmiristers of the
Gospel, who are made by Christ, who have theirionisand
commission, their qualifications, gifts, and al@kt, their doctrine,
work, and wages from him: and the apostle's waslg einister, was
to be a witness; it was to testify what he had s#ePhrist
corporeally; and what knowledge of his personceffiand grace was
now communicated to him by the spirit of wisdom aedelation;
and what should hereafter be made known to hitngeimmediately
by Ananias, or immediately by Christ and his Spfdt the apostle
had after appearances, visions, and revelatioegfiae22:vs. 17-18
Then Paul describes for Festus and King Agrippaehéty of the
vision he had. The Lord commissioned him to preadhe Gentiles
and promised to deliver him from them. That waslléing blow since
there he stands before these two powerful Gentilescannot touch
him because he has appealed to Caesar-yeirk is able to preach
the gospel to themls. 1:18

Berenice of Cilicie, also known agulia Berenice and
sometimes spelleBernice (28 AD — after 81), was a
Jewishclient queerof theRoman Empireluring the second half
of the 1st century. Berenice was a member ofH&dian
Dynastythat ruled the Roman province hfdae@detween 39 BC
jsand 92 AD. She was the daughter of Kierod Agrippa land a
sister of KingHerod Agrippa Il What little is known about her
life and background comes mostly from the early
historianFlavius Josephusvho detailed a history of thkewish
peopleand wrote an account of tdewish Rebelliorof
67. SuetoniusTacitus Dio CassiusAurelius VictorandJuvenal
also tell about her. She is also mentioned inAtts of the
Apostles However, it is for her tumultuous love life trsdte is
primarily known from the Renaissance. Her reputatias based
on the bias of the Romans to the Eastern princeldses
Cleopatra or later Zenobia. After a number of thilearriages
throughout the 40s, she spent much of the remawfdeer life at
the court of her brother Herod Agrippa Il, amidstors the two
were carrying on amcestuousgelationship. During thgirst
Jewish-Roman Washe began lave affairwith the
futureemperorTitus Flavius Vespasianuslowever, her
unpopularity among the Romans compelled Titus $mdis her
on his accession as emperor in 79. When he dieg¢ars later,
she disappeared from the historical record.
Early life[edif - Berenice was born in #8to Herod
AgrippaandCypros as granddaughter faistobulus 1Vand
great-granddaughter tderod the GreaHer elder brother
wasAgrippa Il (b. 27), and her younger sisters
wereMariamne(b. 34) andrusilla (b. 38)28 According to
Josephusthere was also a younger brother called Drushs, w
died before his teef.Her family constituted part of what is
known as théderodian Dynastywho ruled the Judaea Province
between 39 BC and 92osephusecords three short-lived
marriages in Berenice's life, the first which tquice sometime
between 41 and 43, Marcus Julius Alexandgebrother
of Tiberius Julius Alexandeand son ofAlexander the
AlabarchofAlexandria®®! On his early death in 44, she was
married to her father's broth¢terod of Chalcig! with whom
she had two sons, Berenicianus and Hyrc&hister her
husband died in 48, she lived with her brother pygai for
several years and then marrediemon Il of Pontysking
of Cilicia, whom she subsequently deseffedccording to
Josephus, Berenice requested this marriage tol dispers that
she and her brother were carrying on iacestuousrelationship,
with Polemon being persuaded to this union mostlaccount of
her wealth. @ However the marriage did not last and she soor
returned to the court of her brother. Josephusneaghe only
ancient writer to suggest incestuous relations eetvBerenice
and Agrippa.
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PAUL'S POST-CONVERSION LIFE —VS.19-

23

Act 26:19 "Therefore, King Agrippa, | was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision,

Act 26:20 but declared first to those in Damascuand in
Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judeaand
thento the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn taGod,
and do works befitting repentance.

Act 26:21 For these reasons the Jews seized meha
temple and tried to kill me.

Act 26:22 Therefore, having obtained help from Gogdto
this day | stand, witnessing both to small and grea
saying no other things than those which the prophstand
Moses said would come—

Act 26:23 that the Christ would suffer, that He waild be
the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaimlight
to the Jewishpeople and to the Gentiles."

AGRIPPA PARRIES PAUL'S CHALLENGE —

VS. 24-32

Act 26:24 Now as he thus made his defense, Fessasd
with a loud voice, "Paul, you are beside yourselfMuch
learning is driving you mad!"

Act 26:25 But he said, "l am not mad, most noble &stus,
but speak the words of truth and reason.

Act 26:26 For the king, before whom | also speakéely,
knows these things; for | am convinced that none dhese
things escapes his attention, since this thing wast done
in a corner.

Act 26:27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophet? |
know that you do believe."

v. 1€ From that time - Having received power to odeyas not
disobedient- | did obey, | used that power, Gal_1:16. So than
this grace whereby Paul was influenced was natistible.

V. 20but declared - From that hour to this, both to Jew and Gentilg
that they should repent - This repentance, we rbagmve, is
previous both to inward and outward holiness.

v. 21 For these reasons The apostle now applies all that he had
said.Having obtained help from God - When all other Halfed,

God sent the Romans from the castle, and so &dfilhe promise he
had made, Act_26:17.

V. 22Having obtained help from God- When all other help failed,
God sent the Romans from the castle, and so &dfilhe promise he
had made, Act 26:17.

v. 23Now Paul presents the gospel to this man King gxgri—and
all the crowd assembled there that day heard fitat Thrist should
suffer, and that he should be the first that shoskel from the dead,
and should shew light unto the people, and to theti@s" (v.
Act_26:23). | think Paul emphasized that waehtiles because the
king was a Gentile. Notice that he has presenteddispel: that
Christ died for our sins, that He was buried, drat He rose again.
Paul, as always, emphasized the Resurredfianshould never
preach the death of Christ without also preaching bout His
resurrection. Paul confronts that august assembly with thetfeait
God has intruded into the history of man and thad Gas done
something for man. God demonstrated His love—Goldsed the
world that He gave His Son.

V. 24 Suddenly there is an interruption. Evidently GonerFestus is
on a hot seat.

vs. 25-26It seems unfortunate that Paul is interruptediatgoint.
But notice how courteously Paul answers him. Celgtdiis calm
response demonstrates that he is not a madmareasdabt a fanatic.
In our day, friend, there are many witnesses, éafpeministers,
who are so afraid that they won't appear intelkgctout will be
considered fanatical, that they do not declaregteat truths of the
gospel. Friend, we ought to be willing to take fttece of madmen—
but not act like them. We should present the gospleérly as Paul
did. Notice that having answered Governor Fefas) went right
back to King Agrippa with the question.

v. 271t is possible to believe the facts without the@inlg meaningful
to you. You may know the facts of the gospel—tlestud died for
your sins and rose again—nbut your relationshifhése facts is the
thing that is essential.

Berenice indeed spent much of her life at the colufgrippa, and
by all accounts shared almost equal power. Popuiaors may also
have been fueled by the fact that Agrippa himselfen married
during his lifetimé? Like her brother, Berenice waskent
ruler of the parts of the Roman Empire that lie in thespnt-
daySyria TheActs of the Apostlesecords that during this time, in
60, Paul of Tarsusppeared before their courtGaesared? In 64
emperomMNeroappointedsessius Floruasprocuratorof the Judaea
Province. During his administration, the Jews vergtematically
discriminated against in favor of the Greek popatabf the
region*¥ Tensions quickly rose to civil unrest when Florus
plundered the treasury of tiempleof Jerusalenunder the guise
of Imperialtais[l” Following riots, the instigators were arrested
andcrucified by the Romans. Appalled at the treatment of her
countrymen, Berenice travelled to Jerusalem irogersonally
petition Florus to spare the Jews, but not onlyhdidefuse to
comply with her requests, Berenice herself waslyéédled during
skirmishes in the cit}? Likewise a plea for assistance to the legate
of Syria, Cestius Gallusmet with no respond&? Emperor
Nerothen appointei/espasiarto put down the rebellion, who
landed in Judaea wiffifth andtenth legionsn 6728 He was later
joined by his sofTitus at Ptolemais who brought with him
thefifteenth legion™” With a strength of 60,000 professional
soldiers, the Romans quickly swept across Galitekby 69
marched on Jerusaléi Affair with Titus [edif - It was during
this time that Berenice met and fell in love witiu$, who was
eleven years her juni@® The Herodians sided with tii¢avians
during the conflict, and later in 69, tear of the Four Empercrs
when the Roman Empire saw the quick successidmeof t
emperorsGalbg Otho andVitellius—Berenice reportedly used all
her wealth and influence to support Vespasian smtdinpaign to
become emperdt When Vespasian was declared emperor on
December 21 of 69, Titus was left in Judaea tefimutting down
the rebellion. The war ended in 70 with the destoncof
the Second Templand thesack of Jerusalenwith approximately 1
million dead, and 97,000 taken captive by the Rt
Triumphant, Titus returned to Rome to assist Hisefiain the
government, while Berenice stayed behind in Judégzon the
accession of Titus as emperor in 79, she retum&bmme, but was
quickly dismissed amidst a number of popular messsaf Titus to
restore his reputation with the popul&éélt is possible that he
intended to send for her at a more convenient fitidowever after
reigning barely two years as emperor, he sudddaty ah
September 13, 8! It is not known what happened to
Berenice after her final dismissal from Rome.an. eindmodern
history, her aspirations as a potential empresoofie have led
to her being described as a 'miniatGteopatra®®
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Act 26:28 Then Agrippa said to Paul,_"You almost
persuade me to become a Christian.”

Act 26:29 And Paul said, "l would to God that notonly
you, but also all who hear me today, might becomeokth
almost and altogether such as | am, except for thes
chains."

Act 26:30 When he had said these things, the kirggood
up, as well as the governor and Bernice and thosehw sat
with them;

Act 26:31 and when they had gone aside, they talike
among themselves, saying, "This man is doing nothin
deserving of death or chains."

Act 26:32 Then Agrippa said to Festus, "This man nght
have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar

At Your Name (Yahweh, Yahweh)"-Phil Wickham
At Your name The mountains shake and crumble

At Your name The oceansroar and tumble

At Your name Angelswill bow

The earth will rejoice/ Your people cry out

[Chorus:]

Lord of all the earth/ We shout Your name, shout Your name
Filling up the skies With endless praise, endless praise
Yahweh, Yahweh/ We love to shout Your name, oh Lord

At Your name The morning breaksin Glory
At Your name Creation sings Your story

At Your name Angels will bow

The earth will rejoice/ Your people cry out
[Chorug|

Thereisno one like our God/ We will praise You, praise You
Thereisno one like our God We will sing, we will sing [x3]
[Chorus x2]

vs. 2€-29 Agrippa was an intelligent man. He answergdmost you
persuade me to become a Christiah Friend, do you know that you
can almost be a Christian and then be lost for Eimeeternity? How
tragic that is! "Almost" will not do. It must belar nothing. Either
you accept Christ or you don't accept Christ. Nmtbgian can probe
the depths of salvation and its meaning. Yetinsple enough for
ordinary folk like most of us to understand. Eitlyetu have Christ or
you don't have Christ. Either you trust Christ ouydon't trust Christ.
There is no such thing as a middle ground. It cabralmost. It

must be allThat you would take that next step. Not just alnst
all together into the kingdom, you would be.

Paul answered,'I'would to God that not only you, but also all

who hear me today, might become both almost and algether
such as | am, except for these chainsPaul is saying that he longs
for them to have a relationship to Christ and ke hie is—except for
the chains. He wouldn't want chains on anyone. iBhtise man who
had been a proud and zealous Pharisee. This isghavho a few
years before bound Christians in chains and pu tieedeath. Now
his attitude is differentde wants all people to become Christians
and to have a vital and personal relationship withlesus Christ.

_v. 30When he had said these things, the king stood upAn
unspeakably precious moment to Agrippa. Whethefuheimproved
it or no, we shall see in that day.
v. 31 This man is doing nothing deserving of death or chas.-
They speak of his whole life, not of one actionyoind could you
learn nothing more than this from that discourse?
v. 32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus..As declaring his sense, and
by way of advice and counsel; but not as deterrgiaimything
himself, for that lay in the breast of Festus, Rmenan governor and
judge: this man might have been set fregfrom his bonds and
imprisonment; for ought that appears against hinany law to the
contrary: if he had not appealed to Caesamwherefore an inferior
judge could not release him; but so it was ordaretivine
Providence, that he should appeal to Caesar, éhatight go to
Rome, and there bear a testimony for Christ; howehis
declaration of Agrippa, and what he and the govesaa@ among
themselves, are a considerable proof of the inreehthe apostle.
« ARE YOU KICKING AGAIST THE GOADS?
e DO YOU HAVE A CLEARER UDERSTANDING OF
THE IMPORTANCE OF JESUS CHRIST
PERSONALLY APPREHENDNG PAUL-AND AS IT
OFFERS PROOF OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION?
e HAVE YOU TAKEN THE VISION GIVEN TO PAUL AS
YOUR OWN?

Questions:

1. V. 4 How important is your personal testimony auy
witness?

2. Vs. 6-7 What reason does Paul state to Agripfaeageason
he is on trial? - the key issue in Paul’s trial?

3. V. 14 Howsignificant is Jesus Christ personally
apprehending Paul in proving the resurrection of Chist?

4. V. 14 Why or in what ways do or are you “kickingadst
the goads”?

5. Can it ever be said that when an unbeliever isitkgckardest
against goads, that they are actually close toemsinon?

6. V. 16 Can you see in this verse that Paul is gtrttave his
own personal tutoring by Jesus?

7. In verses 16-18, what things did Jesus promiserestiict
Paul to do? Is that the vision also for you an® me

8. V. 19 Was Paul obedient to his heavenly vision fdasus?

9. In verses 22-23 how does Paul use the Scriptureis in

defense of the resurrection of Jesus?

. V. 32 Did Paul miss the Lord’s calling when he méue

appeal to Caesar? Could Paul have conceived ¢habh

going to witness in person to Nero? How does tedstydy

enter into that fact?

How significant is the difference between “almost

persuaded” and “almost and altogether” persuaded?

L1.

Gilbert West and Lord Lyttelton: - In the 1740s, Lord
Lyttelton, the famous English jurist ailbert Westwent to
Oxford. There, they agreed to research two keytpah
Christianity, with the aim of proving them faldeyttelton set
out to prove that Saul of Tarsuswas never really converted
to Christianity, andWest intended to demonstrate that Jesus
never really rose from the deadEach planned to do a
painstaking job, taking a year to establish hiecBsit as they
proceeded, they eventually concluded that Chriitfiavas true
and became Christians. West eventually wrGtesérvations

on the History and Evidences of the Resurrection of Jesus

Christ". Lyttelton wrote a lengthy text titleddbservations on

the Conversion and Apostleship of . Paul. in a Letter to

Gilbert West, Esg." West became convinced of the truth of the
Resurrection, and Lyttelton of the genuine coneersif Saint
Paul on the basis of it. For example, Lyttelton temm West in
1761, "Sir, in a late conversation we had togetipen the
subject of the Christian religion, | told you thsides all the
proofs of it which may be drawn from the prophe@éthe OId
Testament, from the necessary connection it hdsthi whole
system of the Jewish religion, from the miracle€hbfist, and
from the evidence given of his reflection by ak thther
apostles] thought the conversion and apostleship of Saint
Paul alone, duly considered, was of itself a

demonstration sufficient to prove Christianity a divine
revelation."




