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PAUL APPEALS TO CAESAR -VS.1-12

V.1 Now when Festus was come to the provinceQf.Judea, which
was a Roman province, over which he was made govésnNero,
the Roman emperor, in the room of Felix; he nom@yéanded in
some part of the province, namely, at Caesareasamaight be said
to have entered upon the government of it, as linese will bear to
be renderedafter three days he went up from Caesarea to
Jerusalem;he very likely came by sea from Italy to Judea, and
landed at Caesarea; for though Joppa was the hearéso
Jerusalem, yet Caesarea was the safest, and mostocbous port,
being made so by Herod; Festus stayed three d@yses landing,
to rest himself after the fatigue of the voyage] #ren went up to
Jerusalem, the metropolis of the province of Judea.

V.2 Then the high priest and the chief of the Jewsapul against
Paul - In so long a time their rage was not codBmimuch louder a
call had Paul to the Gentiles.

Act 25:1 Now when Festus had come to the province,
after three days he went up from Caesarea to Jetasa

Act 25:2 Then the high priest and the chief mentbk
Jews informed him against Paul; and they petitionain,

Act 25:3 asking a favo(charis) against him, that he V.3-4The enemies of Paul certainly didn't waste any tyetting to
would summon him to Jerusalem—uwhile they lay in the new governor to try to get a judgment agaiast.A don't know
ambush along the road to kill him. whether Festus was actually aware of their plaanibush the party
Act 25:4 But Festus answered that Paul should epkat and kill Paul. I think he was, but it doesn't rgalay that he knew
Caesarea, and that he himself was going there slyort about it. However, he refused to accede to theiratels and

requested instead that they come to Caesareant drarges.
V.5 Paul is again called upon to defend himself agdirest

Act 25:5 "Therefore," he said, "let those who have . . . -
accusations of the Jews. However it provides amxppity to

authority among you go down with me and accuse this present the gospel to Festus.

man, to see if there is any fault in him." V.6 Not more than ten days - A short space for a neveor to stay
Act 25:6 And when he had remained among them more | at such a city as Jerusalem. He could not withcamyenience have
than ten days, he went down to Caesarea. And thet day, | heard and decided the cause of Paul within that. tim

sitting on the judgment segbema), he commanded Paul
to be brought.

Act 25:7 When he had come, the Jews who had come V.7 Bringing many accusations - When many accusatoasieaped
down from Jerusalem stood about and laid many seso together, frequently not one of them is true.

complaints against Paul, which they could not prqve _
Act 25:8 while he answered for himself, "Neithegainst | V-8 While he answered - To a general charge a genesaler was
the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, noratst sufficient.

Caesar have | offended in anything at all.”

Act 25:9 But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favo V.9 Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem - Festuslddiave ordered

answered Paul and said, "Are you willing to go up t this without asking Paul. But God secretly overduiee whole, that
Jerusalem and there be judged before me concerriimgse | he might have an occasion of appealing to Rome.
things?"
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Act 25:10 So Paul said, "l stand at Caesar's judgnt
seat, where | ought to be judged. To the Jews | &aone
no wrong, as you very weknow.

Act 25:11 For if | am an offender, or have commét
anything deserving of death, | do not object to nlgj but if
there is nothing in these things of which these maccuse
me, no one can deliver me to them. | appeal to Gag's
Act 25:12 Then Festus, when he had conferred wiitle
council, answered, "You have appealed to Caesar? To
Caesar you shall go!"

PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA — VS 13-27

Act 25:13 And after some days King Agrippa and Biee
came to Caesarea to greet Festus.

Act 25:14 When they had been there many days, kst
laid Paul's case before the king, saying: "There ascertain
man left a prisoner by Felix,

Act 25:15 about whom the chief priests and theegkl of
the Jews informed me, when | was in Jerusalem, agkfor
a judgment against him.

Act 25:16 To them | answered, 'lt is not the cusimf the
Romans to deliver any man to destruction before the
accused meets the accusers face to face, and has
opportunity to answer for himself concerning the afge
against him.'

Act 25:17 Therefore when they had come togethdathout
any delay, the next day | sat on the judgment saad
commanded the man to be brought in.

Act 25:18 When the accusers stood up, they brougt
accusation against him of such things as | supposed

V.10l am standing at Cesar's judgment seat - For altthurts of the
Roman governors were held in the name of the empand by
commission from him. No man can give me up - Heesges it
modestly: the meaning is, Thou canst not. | apfze@esar - Which
any Roman citizen might do before sentence wasgass

V.11 A note of impatience here. Rome was noted fqu#tce, and
Paul respected authority. However, Paul is notrggeftistice, and so
he makes a legal appeal. God intended that Padlisisights as a
Roman citizen. It is very interesting for us to eb® that God leads
some people in one way and leads others in anaidnerSome of the
others could not claim the protection of Romareeitiship.

V.12 Festus is forced to concur with Paul at this pdite cannot
prevent Paul from going to Rome to the court ofsaae

V.13 Festus had just come into office as the new gmreso the
king comes over for a visit. It seems these paditis work together.
They all belong to the same party.

Vs.14-15Agrippa and Bernice stayed there quite a long {imany
days). Finally they ran out of conversation. Evedng and a
governor finally run out of things to talk abouth@h there was a lull
in the conversation, Festus said, "Oh, by the Wwakipuld tell you
about a prisoner that we have here. It's a rattiér unusual case. Hig
name is Paul and he was arrested and brought dererbly Felix.
Felix left him for me. I'd like you to hear him."

V.16 It is not the custom of the Romans - How exceltentle, to
condemn no one unheard! A rule, which as it is commo all
nations, (courts of inquisition only excepted,)tsought to direct our
proceedings in all affairs, not only in public, puivate life.

Vs.17-18The issue is always the same: it is the Resuarecti/e see
from this that Paul had witnessed to the resuaatf Jesus Christ sq
that Festus knew about it.

V.18 Such things as | supposed - From their passiorvanemence.

v. 11 0Only certain individuals could appeal to Caesar:
1. Free Roman citizens. 2. People who are facing
accusations that cannot be proven on a lower Lelieé
Caesar he was appealing to was Nero whose reignsheg
in 54AD and end in 68AD at his death. He has afot
connections with leaders, including the family ajriopa.
So | believe this was all set up to have a con&tor
with Agrippa. Because that contact would immedyate
spread the word of Paul’'s name and his case to Nero
himself. As we know thru history Nero’s own wifecan
mother-in-law and several relative become Christiamd
were tortured and killed by Nero for their faith.

v. 13 — Agrippa comes onto the sceneterod Agrippa
Il was the son of Herod AgrippdActs 12:20-24pand the
great grandson of Herod the Great. Bernice wasibiier.
Rumors were rife that their relationship was ingess.
Because he had been only seventeen years old vidien h
father died, he was considered too young to asshene
kingdom of Judea, which therefore reverted to hyle
procurator. Instead, he was given a tiny and mBaant
northern kingdom with what is now Lebanon, and this
was later augmented by territory | Galilee. He had
committed to him both the care of the temple amrd th
appointment of the high priest. He and Berniceatmn
Caesarea to pay their respects to the new procueatd
during their stay Festus raised Paul's case, whéchad
inherited from Felix.
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Act 25:19 but had some questions against him abthair own
religion and about a certain Jesus, who had diecham Paul
affirmed to be alive.

Act 25:20 And because | was uncertain of such gtimss, |
asked whether he was willing to go to Jerusalem ahdre be
judged concerning these matters.

Act 25:21 But when Paul appealed to be reservedtii@ decision
of Augustus, | commanded him to be kept till | calsend him to
Caesar."

Act 25:22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, "l also wlduike to hear
the man myself." "Tomorrow," he said, "you shall har him."

Act 25:23 So the next day, when Agrippa and Bemitad come
with great pomp, and had entered the auditorium lwihe
commanders and the prominent men of the city, askes'
command Paul was brought in.

Act 25:24 And Festus said: "King Agrippa and alhé men who
are here present with us, you see this man aboubmitthe whole
assembly of the Jews petitioned me, both at Jeresabnd here,
crying out that he was not fit to live any longer.

Act 25:25 But when | found that he had committedthing
deserving of death, and that he himself had appeltie Augustus
(sebastos reverend, or revered ong, | decided to send him.

V.19 But had some - How coldly does he mention the thioighe
last importance! And about one Jesus - Thus dostsigepeak of
Him, to whom every knee shall bow! Whom Paul afidio be alive
- And was this a doubtful question? But why, O Esstlid you doubt
concerning it? Only because you did not searchthrgaevidence of
it. Otherwise that evidence might have openedde.ttill it had
grown up into full conviction; and thy illustrioysisoner have led
thee into the glorious liberty of the children odd
Vs.20-22Actually, Festus was in a sort of hot seat here. diarge
against Paul was sedition and for that he shoddhilit he had
committed no crimes. Now Paul has appealed to Ca@4wat are
you going to do with a prisoner like that? So hieedsAgrippa to help
him out. Possibly Agrippa had previously heardwtb®aul and was
actually anxious to hear him. He wanted to knowerairout the
charges and he wanted to hear what Paul would thesey. So they
arranged for a meeting. It is interesting to ses tios meeting was
arranged by a king and a governor. Yet all the evtiey were
actually fulfilling prophecy even though they wengaware of this.
Paul is to appear before kings, as the Lord hatl sai

V.23 What a scene this was! Wherever did a preachex aareater
audience than this man? The setting is dramatit gvitat pomp and
ceremony. Paul appears in chains before this acgagpany of
rulers and kings. Festus is asking Agrippa to halpframe a charge
against Paul to send him to Caesar.

V.24 King Agrippa: King Agrippa was the son of Herod Agrippa;
who upon the death of his uncle Herod, king of Cisakd 28,
succeeded to his dominions, by the favor of theezomClaudius.
Four years afterwards, Claudius removed him froah kingdom to a
larger one; giving him the tetrarchy of Philip, tlo& Lysanias, and
the province which Varus governed. Nero afterwadited Julias in
Peraea, Tarichaea, and Tiberias. Claudius gaveh@mower of
appointing the high priest among the Jews; anéimtsts of his
exercising this power may be seen in Josephus.ddestwongly
attached to the Romans, and did everything in dNggp to prevent
the Jews from rebelling; and when he could notgtelie united his
troops to those of Titus, and assisted at the siéderusalem. After
the ruin of his country, he retired with his sidBarenice to Rome
where he died, aged 70, about ad 90.

V.25 But when | found that he had committed nothing desrving
of death,. Which was a public testimony of the apostle'®gence, to
the great mortification of his enemies, some of mhuight be
present.And that he himself had appealed to Augustuyshe
Emperor Nero; seact 25:21 | have determined to send him
having had the opinion of his council upon it.
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Act 25:26 | have nothing certain to write to myrb concerning
him. Therefore | have brought him out before yound especially
before you, King Agrippa, so that after the examtien has
taken place | may have something to write.

Act 25:27 For it seems to me unreasonable to sand
prisoner and not to specify the charges against Him

HE LEADETH ME!

He leadeth me, O blessed thought! O words witlv’hacomfort
fraught!

Whate’er | do, where’er | be Still 'tis God’s hatitht leadeth me.

0 Refrain:
He leadeth me, He leadeth me, By His own hand &tietb me;

His faithful foll'wer | would be, For by His handeHeadeth me.

Sometimes 'mid scenes of deepest gloom, Sometirees Bden’s
bowers bloom,
By waters still, o’er troubled sea, Still 'tis Hignd that leadeth me.

Lord, | would place my hand in Thine, Nor ever murmor repine;
Content, whatever lot | see, Since 'tis my God libadeth me.

And when my task on earth is done, When by Ttoedte vict'ry’'s
won,

E’en death’s cold wave | will not flee, Since Gbrbtigh Jordan
leadeth me

Vs.26-271 have nothing certain— “definite” - thing to write to my
lord — Nero. “The writer's accuracy should be remarkede. It
would have been ... a mistake to apply this tetord”) to the
emperor a few years earlier. Neither Augustus nieerfus would let
himself be so called, as implying the relation afster and slave. But]
it had now come (rather, “was coming”) into us@as of the
imperial titles”.

For it seems to me unreasonableFestus felt that he was placed in
an embarrassing situation. He was about to semig@ner to Rome
who had been tried by himself, and who had appdedea his
jurisdiction, and yet he was ignorant of the charggainst him, and
of the nature of his offences, if any had been cdtach When
prisoners were thus sent to Rome to be tried béf@emperor, it
would be proper that the charges should be allifspécand the
evidence stated by which they were supported, ¥stus could do
neither, and it is not wonderful that he felt hithgerplexed and
embarrassed, and that he was glad to avail hirms#ie desire which
Agrippa had expressed to hear Paul, that he miglabke to specify
To specify -or make them know. In the case of Agrippa, we tave
instance of the reasons which induce many peoptedo the gospel.
He had no belief in it; he had no concern fornsh or its promises;
but he was led by curiosity to desire to hear asten of the gospel
of Christ. Curiosity thus draws multitudes to tl@ctuary. In many
instances they remain unaffected and unconcerned.

In Festus we have a specimen of the manner in vthilgreat, and
the rich, and the proud usually regard Christiariityey esteem it to
be a subject in which they have no interest a gquresbout “one dead
Jesus,” whom Christians affirm to be alive. Whetheibe alive or
not; whether Christianity be true or false, thegsuse is a question
which does not pertain to them. Strange that itdiloccur to Festus
that if he was alive, his religion was true; anattihwas possible that
it might be from God. the charges against him.

In Paul we have the example of a man unlike bo#iuseand
Agrippa. He felt a deep interest in the subjeatlgext which
pertained as much to them as to him. He was williagonly to look
at it, but to stake his life, his reputation, hisen its truth. He was
willing to defend it everywhere, and before anysslaf people. At
the same time that he urged his rights as a Roitiaarg yet it was
mainly that he might preach the gospel. At the stime that he was
anxious to secure justice to himself, yet his chiefiety was to
declare the truth of God. Before any tribunal; befany class of
people; in the presence of princes, nobles, angskiof Romans and
of Jews, he was ready to pour forth irresistibtejgence and
argument in defense of the truth.

v. 26 Festus knew he was in big trouble for seméiaul
to Caesar. Why? Because he knew it was foolisemnal
a prisoner to Caesar without any charges. Fests kn
according to Roman law, if you send someone to &ae
who was falsely charged they could take your Be.he
is going to look at Agrippa to help him out of his
problem.

Questions:

1.What or who do you think was behind Festus’ raffus
to comply with the Jewish leaders request to haud P
sent up from Caesarea to Jerusalem?

2. What does Festus’ convening the court the vexy n
day after returning to Caesarea tell us about ichhas
rule?

3. In verse 8, Paul respond8i\éither against the law
of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor againsteSar
have | offended in anything at all.'What does his
denial of offending Caesar show us how the Jews’
charges against him have been added to?

4. In verse 11, why did Paul appeal to Caesar?

5. Who had the right to appeal to Caesar?

6. How much of a risk did Paul take in appealing to
Caesar?

7. In verse 13, we seed Agrippa |l come into tlotype.
What do you think are some of the reasons?

8. What does the way Festus handled the subjelesnfs
in verses 91 & 20 tell us about Festus’ knowledige o
Christ?

9.. In verse 25, we see Caesar referred to as “gugli
What does that word mean?

10.. In verses 24-27, in what way was Festus’ autcofl
the situation, a mixture of truth and error?
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