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Shekinah glory? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE REASON PEOPLE PRAY – Acts 4:23-
24a  

 
  Act 4:23  And being let go, they went to their 
own companions and reported all that the chief 
priests and elders had said to them.  
Act 4:24  So when they heard that, they raised 
their voice to God with one accord and said:  
 
 
 
THE RECOGNITION OF GOD’S POWER – 
Acts 4:24b 
 
"Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth 
and the sea, and all that is in them,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PEOPLE 
PRAY”  - Acts 4:23-37 – A great example of 
prayer/praying for us!!!! 
The early church had none of the 
“advantages” that some ministries boast of 
and depend on today. They did not have big 
budgets provided by wealthy donors. Their 
pastors lacked credentials from the accepted 
schools, nor did they have the endorsement of 
the influential political leaders of that day. 
Most of their ministers had jail records and 
would probably have a hard time today 
joining our churches, let alone leading them. 
What really was the secret of their success? 
This chapter provides the answer: the 
Christians of the early church knew how to 
pray so that God’s hand could work in 
mighty power. 
We aren’t told here that they all got together, 
painted signs, and went down and protested in 
front of the temple, but they went to God.  
They took it to prayer.  I think that when we 
see injustices in our world, that we can 
actually do much more through prayer than 
we can through public kinds of 
demonstrations.  It is much better to pray.  
They prayed.  It was definitely wrong, the 
threats that were made to them.  It was 
definitely wrong, so they are praying about it.  
And their prayer, I think it is a great model for 
prayer. Prayer is not an escape from 
responsibility; it is our response to God’s 
ability. True prayer energizes us for service 
and battle. 
 

 
 
 
 
vs 23-24a  “they went to their own companions and reported all that 
the chief priests and elders had said to them. Act 4:24  So when they 
heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said”  
- THE REASON PEOPLE PRAY – Acts 4:23-24a 
 
Threats and attempts to stop the preaching of God’s word  
Cf. - Colossians 4:2-4; A time to pray!!    
2 Thessalonians 3:1-3  Pray for us that the Word may spread 
rapidly and be glorified…! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v  24  “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, 
and all that is in them” - THE RECOGNITION OF GOD’S 
POWER – Acts 4:24b;   Note the address here! It’s to God! The 
secret of God’s power is God Himself!!!  When you pray, do you 
really believe He can do it? God can do mighty things when God’s 
people pray!  God is able! 
cf - Ephesians 3:20-21  
 
Quote from Psalm 146:6 and Exodus 20:11 - “despot” “Lord”- the 
One who is in charge of everything! 
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THE REALIZATION OF GOD’S PLAN  – Acts 
4:25-28  

 
Act 4:25  who by the mouth of Your servant 
David have said: 'WHY DID THE NATIONS 
RAGE, AND THE PEOPLE PLOT VAIN 
THINGS?  
Act 4:26  THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TOOK 
THEIR STAND, AND THE RULERS WERE 
GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE 
LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST.'  
 
Act 4:27  "For truly against Your holy Servant 
Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people 
of Israel, were gathered together  
Act 4:28  to do whatever Your hand and Your 
purpose determined before to be done.  
 
THE REQUEST OF PRAYER - Acts 4:29-30 – 
 
Act 4:29  Now, Lord, look on their threats, and 
grant to Your servants that with all boldness they 
may speak Your word,  
Act 4:30  by stretching out Your hand to heal, 
and that signs and wonders may be done through 
the name of Your holy Servant Jesus."  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need to pray according the plan of 
God!   
 
1Jn 5:14  Now this is the confidence that we have 
in Him, that if we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us.  
Jas 4:15  Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord 
wills, we shall live and do this or that." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord, You’ve known all about these 
circumstances.  You wrote about them 
over a thousand years ago!  
 
 

They didn’t just in to their petition to the 
Lord!  Recognize the greatness of God!  
He’s in control!   
 
 
 
Give us the boldness Lord! 
 

 THE REALIZATION OF GOD’S PLAN  – Acts 4:25-28-  
 
 
 
v 25.  “Your servant David”  - In the PROPHECY of David – Acts 
4:25-26 
“pais” – “servant” – used of Jesus in Acts 3:13, 26; 4:27, 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v 27  “Your holy Servant Jesus” -  In the FULFILLMENT in Jesus  
– Acts 4:27-28 - “servant” – “child” – “paida” 
 
 
 
 
v 28 “ to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined 
before to be done.”  They believed as shown here that this was 
God’s plan!   
 
 
 
 
 
v 29  “Your servants” -  THE REQUEST OF PRAYER - Acts 
4:29-30 – Your servants - “doulos” 
 
v 27  “stretching out Your hand” – notice the recognition of God’s 
grace 
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THE RESULTS OF PRAYER – Acts 4:31-35 
 
 
 
Act 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place 
where they were assembled together was shaken;  
 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit,  
 
 
and they spoke the word of God with boldness.  
 
 
Act 4:32  Now the multitude of those who 
believed were of one heart and one soul; neither 
did anyone say that any of the things he 
possessed was his own, but they had all things in 
common.  
 
 
Act 4:33  And with great power the apostles gave 
witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
And great grace was upon them all.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
One of the results of their prayer was 
that the place was shaken! 
 
They did pray they were filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Are you bold in your sharing the 
message of Jesus Christ?   
 
Notice the wonderful  koinonia, their 
hearts were bound together! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s great grace gave the great power! 
 
WE NEED TO PRAY MORE THAN 
EVER BEFORE!   
Prayer is not an escape from 
responsibility; it is our response to 
God’s ability. True prayer energizes us 
for service and battle. 
 
2Ch 16:9  For the eyes of the LORD run 
to and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
show Himself strong on behalf of those 
whose heart is loyal to Him. 

 THE RESULTS OF PRAYER – Acts 4:31-35 
Six results: Their place was shaken; filled with the Holy Spirit; 
preaching was bold; possessions were shared; great power ; 
provisions were supplied. 
 
v  31a  “the place where they were assembled together was shaken” 
-  The PLACE was shaken – Acts 4:31a; cf - Psalm 29:8; 68:8 
 
 
v 31b  “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit” -  The PEOPLE 
were filled with the Holy Spirit  – Acts 4:31b 
 
 
v 31c  “they spoke the word of God with boldness.” -  The 
PREACHING was bold – Acts 4:31c – boldness – definition -a 
state of boldness and confidence, courage, confidence, 
fearlessness, especially in the presence of persons of high rank. 
The term given to a testimony where no judgment is at stake 
regarding your testimony. 
 
 
 
v 32  “but they had all things in common.” -  Their POSSESSIONS 
were shared – Acts 4:32 
Unity was rooted in unselfishness – they got rid of the term 
“mine”!  Everything they have and are, belongs to God! 
 
v 33  “with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus.” -  Their POWER was great – Acts 4:33 
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3A. RELY UPON THE LORD TO ANSWER PRAYER – Acts 1:23-25 
1B. His KNOWLEDGE 
“Thou, Lord, Who knowest the hearts of all men” – cf - Acts 
15:8; Matthew 6:8, 32; Romans 8:26-27 
2B. His DIRECTION 
“show which one of these two Thou hast chosen” 
4A. RESPOND WITH FAITH THAT HE WILL ANSWER PRAYER – Acts 
1:26; Hebrews 11:6 
“and they drew lots” – was this taking a chance: (there seems to be an 
element of risk whenever we walk by faith!) 
Proverbs 16:33 establishes this practice 
Leviticus 16:8 - Aaron cast lots for the two goats on the Day of 
Atonement as to which was for the Lord and which was for the 
scapegoat. 
1 Samuel 14:40-42 - Saul cast lots to determine why God did not 
answer him when he inquired about going after the Philistines – 
 
 
 
 
ACTS 
“PETER’S ANSWER” 
 

Act 4:34  Nor was there anyone among them who 
lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of 
the things that were sold,  
Act 4:35  and laid them at the apostles' feet; and 
they distributed to each as anyone had need.  
Act 4:36  And Joses, who was also named 
Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated 
Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country 
of Cyprus,  
Act 4:37  having land, sold it, and brought the 
money and laid it at the apostles' feet.  
 
 

 

 

Questions: 
1. How effective is your prayer life? Your first 

resource or your last resort? 
2. Would you like to see great power of God is these 

last days?  What do we need to do? 
3. In verses 25-28 we see the awareness of the 

disciples in praying according to the plan or will 
of God.  How important is that practice in your 
prayer life? 

4. Who ultimately was responsible for the 
crucifixion of Jesus?  Who killed Jesus according 
to verse 27? 

5. Does the action shown in verse 29 with respect to 
pray consist or include the removal of threats? 

6. If you were in the disciples shoes, how would you 
have prayed? 

7. V. 31  “ they spoke the word of God with boldness”’ 
Define boldness. 

8. In verses 31-35, there are six results of prayer 
mentioned.  What are they? 

9. Would you describe what was occurring in verse 
32, as Christian communism?  Why or why not?  

10. V. 32  “neither did anyone say that any of the 
things he possessed was his own” Can you 
truthfully make that statement? Who is the owner 
of your possessions? 

 

v 34  “Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who 
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
proceeds of the things that were sold”  -  The PROVISIONS were 
supplied – Acts 4:34-35; cf - Philippians 4:19 
 
 


